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On the evening of Nov. 2, many people
stayed up late to watch the results of the
2004 election. Some people, forgoing the
need for sleep, made a nail-biting night of it.
The Soldiers of the Army Reserve’s 385th
Transportation Battalion’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Company from Tacoma,
Wash., turned the occasion into an all-night
caffeine, sugar and games fest.

Dubbed “Tournament of Champions,” the
affair focused more on board games than
on partisan politics. The television at the
back of the unit’s Morale Welfare and
Recreation tent stayed on but mostly
unwatched through the early part of the
night. Participants seemed more focused on
who was going to win and take home one of
three AAFES gift certificates than on who
was going to win the election.

Near the end of their deployment to
Kuwait, the Soldiers of the 385th HHC were
good-humored and relaxed as they headed
into the late night, well past everyone’s bed-
time. “We haven’t done anything like this in
10 months,” said Sgt. Donald Quinn.  

With boxes of Halloween candy sent in
from the United States and coffee donated
by Starbucks in Washington, the unit began
jittering itself up at 9 p.m. It took just three
hours for one group to push through the first
two games of Risk. Others took on Scrabble
or dominoes. There were a few, but not
many, who were content to watch movies or
read.

After midnight, election returns in the
United States began rolling in, and the
attention of some of the more politically
inclined turned intermittently to the small tel-
evision screen as vote tallies slowly swelled. 

By 4 a.m., all but the most hardcore polit-
ical gamers had gone to bed. Those who
remained broke out the Dilbert card game
“Corporate Shuffle” where players vied for
the presidency of an imaginary corporation.
On television, the American would-be presi-
dents were nowhere to be seen as states
continued to report their votes.    

By 5 a.m., all but nine of the more than

two dozen original participants had gone to
bed. The political furor over the election,
meanwhile, was heating up. Spc. Vincent
Alcala, the undisputed champion of Risk,
took a poll to find out on which side of the
political fence each of the holdouts hung
their hat. To Alcala’s surprise, the room split
unevenly in favor of the left with five
Democrats, three Republicans and one
independent.   

Ironically, the principal organizer of the
event was not even an American citizen.
Sgt. Polia Ivanova, a Bulgarian émigré who
is in charge of MWR for the 385th, was sup-
posed to be naturalized Feb. 17, “But my
unit got deployed in January,” she said. She
organized the all-nighter and even designed
the mug that the unit’s election night
“Tournament of Champions” participants
drank from. 

“I’ve never voted,” said Ivanova. “I left
Bulgaria right before elections [there]. I
haven’t been a U.S. citizen yet.” 

That the all-nighter fell on election night
took no small amount of serendipity. The

HHC postponed the event three times to
avoid conflicts with other events. Originally
scheduled as a relatively generic night of
fun and games, it was supposed to coincide
with United Nations Day. The event was
postponed because it conflicted with a
physical fitness test, and then rescheduled
two more times to accommodate other mis-
sion requirements, said Chief Warrant
Officer Clark Patton, battalion maintenance
officer. 

In the end, though, only six participants
had what it took to stick it out through 10
hours of election coverage. Even those few,
though, spent little time focused on the elec-
tion, and trained their energy instead on
games, the real reason for the all-nighter.

By about 6:30 a.m., some of the partici-
pants who had gone to bed earlier showed
back up to get an update on the election. By
the time the event was over at 7 a.m., no
one yet knew who would be president for
the next four years. Those details likely
came after the 385th’s Soldiers had struck
out in search of long-delayed sleep. 

How they lightened up the election 

Members of the 385th Transportation Battalion’s Headquarters and Headquarters Company
from Tacoma, Wash., play their third game of Risk while awaiting election results Nov. 2.



Sgt. Michael D. Acklin II, Spc. Genaro Acosta, Pfc. Steven Acosta, Capt. James F. Adamouski, Pvt. Algernon Adams, Sgt. Brandon E. Adams, Spc. Clarence Adams III, 1st Lt. Michael R. Adams, Pfc. Michael S. Adams, Lt. Thomas Mullen Adams, Spc. Jamaal R. Addison, Lance Cpl. Patrick R. Adle, Capt. Tristan N.
Aitken, Spc. Segun Frederick Akintade, Lance Cpl. Nickalous N. Aldrich, Cpl. Stephen John Allbutt, Spc. Ronald D. Allen Jr., Sgt. Glenn R. Allison, Lance Cpl. Michael J. Allred, Sapper Luke Allsopp, Capt. Eric L. Allton, Cpl. Nicanor Alvarez, Cpl. Daniel R. Amaya, Pfc. John D. Amos II, Lance Cpl. Brian E. Anderson,
Airman 1st Class Carl L. Anderson Jr., Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael C. Anderson, Spc. Michael Andrade, Pvt. Ruslan Androschuk, Pfc. Krystian Andrzejczak, Spc. Yoe M. Aneiros, Lance Cpl. Levi T. Angell, Army Spc. Edward J. Anguiano, Chief Warrant Officer Andrew Todd Arnold, Lance Cpl., Alexander S. Arredondo,
Spc. Richard Arriaga, Staff Sgt. Jimmy J. Arroyave, Spc. Robert R. Arsiaga, Sgt. Evan Asa Ashcraft, Cpl. Russell Aston, Pfc. Shawn M. Atkins, Maj. Jay Aubin, Capt. Matthew J. August, Lance Cpl. Aaron C. Austin, Lance Cpl. Andrew Julian Aviles, Pfc. Eric A. Ayon, Sgt. 1st Class Henry A. Bacon, Sgt. Andrew Joseph
Baddick, Staff Sgt. Daniel A. Bader, Staff Sgt. Nathan J. Bailey, Spc. Ronald W. Baker, Spc. Ryan T. Baker, Sgt. Sherwood R. Baker, Pfc. Chad E. Bales, 1st Lt. Kenneth Michael Ballard, Maj. Stephen Ballard, Spc. Solomon C. Bangayan, Lt. Col. Dominic R. Baragona, Pfc. Mark A. Barbret, Pfc. Collier E. Barcus, Sgt.
Michael C. Barkey, Spc. Jonathan P. Barnes, Command Sgt. Maj. Edward C. Barnhill, Lance Cpl. Aric J. Barr, Sgt. Michael Paul Barrera, Maj. Carlos Barro Ollero, Sgt. Douglas E. Bascom, Spc. Todd M. Bates, Sgt. 1st Class Michael Battles Sr., Gunnery Sgt. Ronald E. Baum, 1st Lt. Olafs Baumanis, Spc. Alan N. Bean
Jr., Spc. Bradley S. Beard, Spc. Beau R. Beaulieu, Capt. Ryan Beaupre, Spc. James L. Beckstrand, Fusilier Russell Beeston, Sgt. Gregory A. Belanger, Cpl. Christopher Belchik, Sgt. Aubrey D. Bell, Pfc. Wilfred D. Bellard, Staff Sgt. Joseph P. Bellavia, Sgt. 1st Class William M. Bennett, Spc. Robert T. Benson, Sgt.
Jose Antonio Bernal Gomez, 1st Lt. David R. Bernstein, Spc. Joel L. Bertoldie, Staff Sgt. Stephen A. Bertolino Sr., Staff Sgt. Marvin Best, Cpl. Mark A. Bibby, Sgt. Benjamin W. Biskie, Sgt. Michael E. Bitz, Sgt. Jarrod W. Black, Lance Cpl. Thomas A. Blair, Chief Warrant Officer Michael T. Blaise, Capt. Ernesto M. Blanco,
Command Sgt. Maj. James D. Blankenbecler, Spc. Joseph M. Blickenstaff, Spc. Nicholas H. Blodgett, Sgt. Trevor A. Blumberg, Lance Cpl. Jeremy L. Bohlman, Gunnery Sgt. Jeffrey E. Bohr Jr., Lance Cpl. Todd J. Bolding, Sgt. Dennis J. Boles, Sgt. 1st Class Craig A. Boling, Petty Officer 3rd Class Doyle W. Bollinger
Jr., Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Bolor, Capt. Oleksii Bondarenko, Staff Sgt. Stevon A. Booker, Chief Warrant Officer Clarence E. Boone, Capt. John J. Boria, Pfc. Rachel K. Bosveld, Spc. Mathew G. Boule, Staff Sgt. Elvis Bourdon, Lance Cpl. Jeremy D. Bow, Pvt. 1st Class Samuel R. Bowen, Staff Sgt. Hesley Box Jr., Pvt. Noah
L. Boye, Lance Cpl. Aaron Boyles, Spc. Edward W. Brabazon, Cpl. Travis J. Bradach-Nall, Staff Sgt. Kenneth R. Bradley, Staff Sgt. Stacey C. Brandon, Spc. Artimus D. Brassfield, Pfc. Joel K. Brattain, Pfc. Jeffrey F. Braun, Chief Warrant Officer William I. Brennan, Staff Sgt. Steven H. Bridges, Lance Cpl. Shaun Andrew
Brierley, Spc. Kyle A. Brinlee, Staff Sgt. Cory W. Brooks, Sgt. Thomas F. Broomhead, Sgt. Andrew W. Brown, Tech. Sgt. Bruce E. Brown, Lance Cpl. Dominic C. Brown, Cpl. Henry L. Brown, Pfc. John E. Brown, Spc. Larry K. Brown, Spc. Lunsford B. Brown II, Pfc. Nathan P. Brown, Spc. Philip D. Brown, Pfc. Timmy R.
Brown Jr., 1st Lt. Tyler H. Brown, Cpl. Andrew D. Brownfield, Petty Officer 3rd Class Nathan B. Bruckenthal, Lance Cpl. Cedric E. Bruns, Marshal Massimiliano Bruno, 2nd Lt. Todd J. Bryant, Sgt. Ernest G. Bucklew, Spc. Roy Russell Buckley, Pfc. Paul J. Bueche, Lt. Col. Charles H. Buehring, Lance Cpl. Brian Rory
Buesing, Sgt. George Edward Buggs, Spc. Joshua I. Bunch, Staff Sgt. Christopher Bunda, Staff Sgt. Michael L. Burbank, Staff Sgt., Richard A. Burdick, Spc. Alan J. Burgess, Lance Cpl. Jeffrey C. Burgess, Pfc. Tamario D. Burkett, Sgt. Travis L. Burkhardt, Pfc. David P. Burridge, Pfc. Jesse R. Buryj, Pfc. Charles E.
Bush Jr., Pvt. Matthew D. Bush, Pfc. Damian S. Bushart, Sgt. Jacob L. Butler, Capt. Joshua T. Byers, Lance Cpl. John T. Byrd II, Cpl. Juan C. Cabral Banuelos, Pfc. Cody S. Calavan, Sgt. Juan Calderon Jr., Sgt. Charles T. Caldwell, Spc. Nathaniel A. Caldwell, Staff Sgt. Joseph Camara, Spc. Michael C. Campbell,, Sgt.
Ryan M. Campbell, Spc. Marvin A. Camposiles, Spc. Isaac Campoy, Seaman Jakia S. Cannon, Spc. Ervin Caradine Jr., Spc. Adolfo C. Carballo, Pfc. Michael M. Carey, Cpl. Richard P. Carl, Pfc. Ryan G. Carlock, Pfc. Benjamin R. Carman, Staff Sgt. Edward W. Carmen, Spc. Jocelyn L. Carrasquillo, Cpl. Alessandro
Carrisi, Sgt. Frank T. Carvill, Pfc. Jose Casanova, Capt. Christopher S. Cash, Spc. Ahmed A. Cason, Lance Cpl. James A. Casper, Capt. Paul J. Cassidy, Staff Sgt. Roland L. Castro,  Sgt. Sean K. Cataudella, Lance Cpl. Steven C. T. Cates, Pfc. Thomas D. Caughman, Adjutant Giovanni Cavallaro, Staff Sgt. James W.
Cawley, Spc. Jessica L. Cawvey, Colour Sgt. John Cecil, Petty Officer 3rd Class David A. Cedergrene, Lance Cpl. Manuel A. Ceniceros, Spc. Doron Chan, Cpl. Kemaphoom A. Chanawong- se, Spc. James A. Chance III, Staff Sgt. William D. Chaney, Chief Warrant Officer Robert William Channell Jr., Spc. Jason K.
Chappell, Pfc. Jonathan M. Cheatham, Sgt. Yihjyh L. Chen, Lance Cpl. Marcus M. Cherry, 2nd Lt. Therrel S. Childers, Spc. Andrew F. Chris,  Staff Sgt. Thomas W. Christensen, Spc. Brett T. Christian, Sgt. 1st Class Amporn Chulert, Spc. Arron R. Clark, Staff Sgt. Michael J. Clark, Trooper David Jeffrey Clarke, Lance
Cpl. Donald J. Cline Jr., Pfc. Christopher R. Cobb, Lance Cpl. Kyle W. Codner, 1st Sgt. Christopher D. Coffin, Pvt. Bradli N. Coleman, Cpl. Gary B. Coleman, Vice Brigadier Giuseppe Coletta, 2nd Lt. Benjamin J. Colgan, Sgt. Russell L. Collier, Sgt. 1st Class Gary L. Collins, Lance Cpl. Jonathan W. Collins, Chief Warrant
Officer Lawrence S. Colton, Spc. Zeferino E. Colunga, Sgt. Robert E. Colvill, Sgt. Kenneth Conde Jr.,Sgt. Timothy M. Conneway, Spc. Steven D. Conover, Capt. Aaron J. Contreras, Lance Cpl. Pedro Contreras, Sgt. Jason Cook, Command Sgt. Major Eric F. Cooke, Sgt. Dennis A. Corral, Chief Warrant Officer Alexander
S. Coulter, Sgt. Kelley L. Courtney, 2nd Lt. Leonard M. Cowherd, Spc. Gregory A. Cox, Pfc. Ryan R. Cox, Lance Cpl. Andrew Jason Craw, Lance Cpl. Timothy R. Creager, Sgt. Michael T. Crockett, Staff Sgt. Ricky L. Crockett, Sgt. Brud J. Cronkrite, Lance Cpl. Kyle D. Crowley, Pvt. Rey D. Cuervo, Staff Sgt. Simon
Cullingworth, Pfc. Kevin A. Cuming, Spc. Daniel Francis J. Cunningham, Staff Sgt. Darren J. Cunningham, Spc. Carl F. Curran, Cpl. Michael Edward Curtin, Staff Sgt. Christopher E. Cutchall, Pfc. Brian K. Cutter, Pfc. Anthony D. D’Agostino, Spc. Edgar P. Daclan Jr., Capt. Nathan S. Dalley, Lance Cpl. Andrew S. Dang,
Spc. Danny B. Daniels II, Pvt. 1st Class Torey J. Dantzler, Pfc. Norman Darling, Capt. Eric B. Das, Spc. Shawn M. Davies, Pvt. Brandon L. Davis, Staff Sgt. Craig Davis, Staff Sgt. Donald N. Davis, Spc. Raphael S. Davis,Staff Sgt. Wilbert Davis, Staff Sgt. Jeffrey F. Dayton, Pvt. Jason L. Deibler, Spc. Lauro G. DeLeon
Jr., Sgt. Felix M. Delgreco, Sgt. Jacob H. Demand, Staff Sgt. Mike A. Dennie, Spc. Darryl T. Dent , Pfc. Ervin Dervishi, Spc. Daniel A. Desens, Pfc. Michael R. Deuel, Pvt. Michael J. Deutsch, Petty Officer 3rd Class Christopher M. Dickerson, Cpl. Nicholas J. Dieruf, Spc. Jeremiah J. DiGiovanni, Spc. Jeremy M. Dimaranan,
Sgt. Dimiter Dimitrov, Staff Sgt. Peter Dinga, Spc. Michael A. Diraimondo, Spc. Anthony J. Dixon, Spc. Ryan E. Doltz, Sgt. Michael E. Dooley, Chief Warrant Officer Patrick D. Dorff, Petty Officer 2nd Class Trace W. Dossett, Lance Cpl. Scott E. Dougherty, 1st Sgt. Robert J. Dowdy, Pfc. Stephen P. Downing II, Spc. Chad
H. Drake, Pvt. Jeremy L. Drexler, Spc. Christopher M. Duffy, Cpl. Jason L. Dunham, Staff Sgt. Joe L. Dunigan Jr., Spc. Robert L. DuSang, Spc. William D. Dusenbery, 2nd Lt. Seth J. Dvorin, Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason B. Dwelley,  Staff Sgt. Richard S. Eaton Jr., Cpl. Christopher S. Ebert, Sgt. William C. Eckhart,
Spc. Marshall L. Edgerton, Pfc. Shawn C. Edwards, Spc. Andrew C. Ehrlich, Sgt. Aaron C. Elandt, Spc. William R. Emanuel IV, Lance Cpl. Mark E. Engel, Spc. Peter G. Enos , Senior Airman Pedro I. Espaillat Jr., Pfc. Analaura Esparza Gutierrez, Sgt. Adam W. Estep, Pvt. Ruben Estrella-Soto, Pfc. David Evans Jr.,
Lance Bombadier Llywelyn Karl Evans, Cpl. Mark A. Evnin, Pfc. Jeremy Ricardo Ewing, Sgt. Justin L. Eyerly, Pvt. Jonathan I. Falaniko, Sgt. James D. Faulkner, Pfc. Raymond J. Faulstich Jr., Capt. Brian R. Faunce, Capt. Arthur L. Felder, Spc. Tyanna S. Felder, 2nd Lt. Paul M. Felsberg, Spc. Rian C. Ferguson, Master
Sgt. Richard L. Ferguson, Master Sgt. George A. Fernandez, Pvt. Marc Ferns, Cpl. Maj. Emanuele Ferraro, Staff Sgt. Clint D. Ferrin, Spc. Jon P. Fettig, Cpl. Tyler R. Fey, Lt. Massimo Ficuciello, Carabiniere Andrea Filippa, Sgt. Jeremy J. Fischer, Sgt. Paul F. Fisher, Lance Cpl. Dustin R. Fitzgerald, Pfc. Jacob S. Fletcher,
Spc. Thomas A. Foley III, Sgt. Timothy Folmar, Gunnery Sgt. Elia P. Fontecchio, Spc. Jason C. Ford, Capt. Travis A. Ford, Chief Warrant Officer Wesley C. Fortenberry, Sgt. Maurice Keith Fortune, Sgt. 1st Class Bradley C. Fox, Lance Cpl. Travis A. Fox, Spc. Craig S. Frank, Lance Cpl. Phillip E. Frank, Staff Sgt. Bobby
C. Franklin, Pvt. Robert L. Frantz Pvt. Benjamin L. Freeman, Lt. Enzo Fregosi, Lance Cpl. David K. Fribley, Sgt. David T. Friedrich, Spc. Luke P. Frist, Sgt. Miroslav Frkan, Spc. Adam D. Froehlich, Pvt. Kurt R. Frosheiser, Pfc. Nichole M. Frye, Lance Cpl. Kane M. Funke, Sgt. 1st Class Dan H. Gabrielson, Lance Cpl.
Jonathan E. Gadsden, Capt. Richard J. Gannon II, Spc. Tomas Garces, Lance Cpl. Derek L. Gardner, Cpl. Jose A. Garibay, Spc. Joseph M. Garmback Jr., Sgt. Landis W. Garrison, Sgt. Justin W. Garvey, Staff Sgt. Joseph P. Garyantes, Spc. Israel Garza, 1st Sgt. Joe J. Garza, Pfc. Juan Guadalupe Garza Jr., Spc.
Christopher D. Gelineau, Fusilier Gordon Campbell Gentle, Sgt. Roman Genzersky, Lance Cpl. Cory Ryan Geurin, Marshal Daniele Ghione, Vice Brigadier Ivan Ghitti, Cpl. Christopher A. Gibson, Pvt. Jonathan L. Gifford, Pvt. Kyle C. Gilbert, Command Sgt. Maj. Cornell W. Gilmore, Petty Officer 3rd Class Ronald A.
Ginther, Pfc. Jesse A. Givens, Spc. Michael T. Gleason, Cpl. Todd J. Godwin, 2nd Lt. James Michael Goins, Spc. Christopher A. Golby, Spc. David J. Goldberg, Lance Cpl. Shane L. Goldman, Cpl. Armando Ariel Gonzalez, Lance Cpl. Benjamin R. Gonzalez, Cpl. Jesus A. Gonzalez, Cpl. Jorge A. Gonzalez, Lance Cpl.
Victor A. Gonzalez, Cpl. Bernard G. Gooden, Pfc. Gregory R. Goodrich, Sgt. 1st Class Richard S. Gottfried, Flight Lt. Kristian Michel Alexander Gover, Spc. Richard A. Goward, 2nd Lt. Jeffrey C. Graham, Sgt. Jamie A. Gray, Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael J. Gray, Sgt. Tommy L. Gray, Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray, Cpl.
Jeffrey G. Green, Lt. Philip D. Green, Lt. Col. David S. Greene, Pfc. Devin J. Grella, Spc. Kyle A. Griffin, Staff Sgt. Patrick Lee Griffin Jr., Cpl. Sean R. Grilley, Pvt. Joseph R. Guerrera, Chief Warrant Officer Hans N. Gukeisen, Pfc. Christian D. Gurtner, Lance Cpl. Jose Gutierrez, Capt. Philip Stuart Guy, Pfc. Richard W.
Hafer, Staff Sgt. Guy S. Hagy Jr., Spc. Charles G. Haight, Lance Cpl. Michael J. Halal, Pfc. Deryk L. Hallal, Pvt. Jesse M. Halling, Pfc. Andrew Halverson, Chief Warrant Officer Erik A. Halvorsen, Sgt. Simon Alexander Hamilton- Jewell, Capt. Kimberly N. Hampton, Sgt. Michael S. Hancock, Pfc. Fernando B. Hannon,
Sgt. Warren S. Hansen, Sgt. James W. Harlan, Sgt. Atanacio Haro Marin, Staff Sgt. William M. Harrell, Sgt. Foster L. Harrington, Pfc. Adam J. Harris, Sgt. Kenneth W. Harris Jr., Pfc. Torry D. Harris, Pfc. Leroy Harris-Kelly, Pfc. John D. Hart, Sgt. Nathaniel Hart Jr., Sgt. 1st Class David A. Hartman, Sgt. Jonathan N.
Hartman, Leonard Harvey, Staff Sgt. Stephen C. Hattamer, Pfc. Sheldon R. Hawk Eagle, Staff Sgt. Omer T. Hawkins II, Sgt. Timothy L. Hayslett, Chief Warrant Officer Brian D. Hazelgrove, Sgt. David M. Heath, Spc. Justin W. Hebert, Sholto Hedenskog, Sgt. Les Hehir, Pfc. Damian L. Heidelberg, Pfc. Raheen Tyson
Heighter, Spc. Jeremy M. Heines, Staff Sgt. Brian R. Hellerman, Staff Sgt. Terry W. Hemingway, Cpl. Matthew C. Henderson, 1st Lt. Robert L. Henderson II, Staff Sgt. Kenneth W. Hendrickson, Sgt. Jack T. Hennessy, Spc. Joshua J. Henry, Pfc. Clayton W. Henson, Spc. Armando Hernandez, Spc. Joseph F. Herndon II,
Pfc. Edward J. Herrgott, Spc. Jacob R. Herring, Sgt. 1st Class Gregory B. Hicks, Spc. Christopher K. Hill, Spc. Stephen D. Hiller, Sgt. Keicia M. Hines, Pfc. Melissa J. Hobart, Sgt. Nicholas M. Hodson, Sgt. 1st Class James T. Hoffman, Spc. Christopher J. Holland, Fern L. Holland, Staff Sgt. Aaron N. Holleyman, Staff
Sgt. Lincoln D. Hollinsaid, Spc. James J. Holmes, Spc. Jeremiah J. Holmes, Cpl. Terry Holmes, Airman 1st Class Antoine J. Holt, Pfc. Sean Horn, Master Sgt. Kelly L. Hornbeck, Staff Sgt. Jeremy R. Horton, Capt. Andrew R. Houghton, Staff Sgt. John R. Howard, Lance Cpl. Gregory C. Howman, Pfc. Bert. E. Hoyer,
Lance Cpl. Tavon L. Hubbard, Spc. Corey A. Hubbell, Pfc. Christopher E. Hudson, 1st Lt. Doyle M. Hufstedler, Staff Sgt. Jamie L. Huggins, Spc. Eric R. Hull, Lance Cpl. Matty Hull, Cpl. Barton R. Humlhanz, Lance Cpl. Justin T. Hunt, Spc. Simeon Hunte, 1st Lt. Joshua C. Hurley, Lance Cpl. James B. Huston Jr., Lance
Cpl. Seth Huston, Pvt. Nolen R. Hutchings, Pfc. Ray J. Hutchinson, Pfc. Gregory P. Huxley Jr., Lance Cpl. Benjamin John McGowan Hyde, 1st Sergeant Arre Illenzeer, Sgt. 1st Class Ivan Indzhov Jr., Vice Brigadiere Domenico Intravaia, Spc. Benjamin W. Isenberg, Capt. Yuriy Ivanov, Cpl. Richard Thomas David Ivell,
Spc. Craig S. Ivory, Pfc. Leslie D. Jackson, Spc. Marlon P. Jackson, Spc. Morgen N. Jacobs, Chief Warrant Officer Scott Jamar, Cpl. Evan T. James, 2nd Lt. Luke S. James, Spc. William A. Jeffries, Petty Officer 2nd Class Robert B. Jenkins, Sgt. Troy David Jenkins, Spc. Darius T. Jennings, Pfc. Ryan M. Jerabek, Sgt.
Linda C. Jimenez, 1st Lt. Oscar Jimenez, Capt. Christopher B. Johnson, Spc. David W. Johnson, Pfc. Howard Johnson II, Spc. John P. Johnson, Spc. Justin W. Johnson, Pfc. Markus J. Johnson, Spc. Maurice J. Johnson, Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Michael Vann Johnson Jr., Spc. Nathaniel H. Johnson, Staff Sgt.
Paul J. Johnson, Chief Warrant Officer Philip A. Johnson Jr., Pfc. Rayshawn S. Johnson, Capt. David Jones, Pvt. Devon D. Jones, Capt. Gussie M. Jones, Staff Sgt. Raymond E. Jones Jr., Spc. Rodney A. Jones, Fusilier Stephen Jones, Lt. Kylan A. Jones- Huffman, Sgt. Curt E. Jordan Jr., Sgt. Jason D. Jordan, Staff
Sgt. Phillip A. Jordan, Cpl. Forest J. Jostes, Capt. Georgi Kachorin, Spc. Spencer T. Karol, Spc. Michael G. Karr Jr., Spc. Mark J. Kasecky, 2nd Lt. Jeffrey J. Kaylor, Spc. Chad L. Keith, Lance Cpl. Quinn A. Keith, Pvt. Andrew Joseph Kelly, Lance Cpl. Bryan P. Kelly, Cpl. Brian Kennedy, Chief Warrant Officer Kyran E.
Kennedy, Staff Sgt. Morgan D. Kennon, 1st Lt. Christopher J. Kenny, Spc. Jonathan R. Kephart, Cpl. Dallas L. Kerns, Chief Warrant Officer Erik C. Kesterson, Lance Cpl. Thomas Richard Keys, Capt. Humayun S. M. Khan, Spc. James M. Kiehl, Staff Sgt. Kevin C. Kimmerly, Spc. Levi B. Kinchen, Lt. Antony King, Staff
Sgt. Lester O. Kinney II, Pfc. David M. Kirchhoff, Pvt. Svilen Kirov, Staff Sgt. Charles A. Kiser, Sgt. 1st Class Mitr Klaharn, Lance Cpl. Nicholas Brian Kleiboeker, Spc. John K. Klinesmith Jr., Sgt. Floyd G. Knighten Jr., Petty Officer 3rd Class Eric L. Knott, Spc. Joshua L. Knowles, Staff Sgt. Lance J. Koenig, Cpl. Kevin
T. Kolm, Pfc. Martin W. Kondor, Chief Warrant Patrick W. Kordsmeier, Capt. Edward J. Korn, Sgt. Bradley S. Korthaus, Lance Cpl. Jakub Henryk Kowalik, Sgt. Yuriy Koydan, Chief Warrant Officer Marek Krajewsi, Sgt. Elmer C. Krause, Pvt. Dustin L. Kreider, Pfc. Bradley G. Kritzer, Sgt. 1st Class Tomasz Krygiel, Maj.
Hieronim Kupczyk, Capt. John F. Kurth, Pfc. Sylwester Kutrzyk, Sgt. 1st Class William W. Labadie Jr., Sgt. Joshua S. Ladd, Sgt. Michael V. Lalush, Lance Cpl. Alan Dinh Lam, Spc. Charles R. Lamb, Spc. James I. Lambert III, Pfc. James P. Lambert, Sgt. Jonathan W. Lambert, Capt. Andrew David La Mont, Staff Sgt.
Sean G. Landrus, Gunnery Sgt. Shawn A. Lane, Pfc. Moises A. Langhorst, Cpl. Christopher J. Lapka, Spc. Tracy L. Laramore, Spc. Scott Q. Larson Jr., Chief Warrant Officer Matthew C. Laskowski, Staff Sgt. William T. Latham, Pfc. Karina S. Lau, Gunner David Lawrence, Cpl. Jeffrey D. Lawrence, Lt. Marc A. Lawrence,
Staff Sgt. Mark A. Lawton, Lance Cpl. Travis J. Layfield, Staff Sgt. Rene Ledesma, 2nd Lt. Ryan Leduc, Cpl. Bum R. Lee, Spc. Ken W. Leisten, Staff Sgt. Jerome Lemon, Spc. Cedric L. Lennon, Spc. Farao K. Letufuga , Spc. Justin W. Linden, Spc. Roger G. Ling, Capt. James Linton, Spc. Joseph L. Lister, Staff Sgt.
Nino D. Livaudais, Sgt. Dale T. Lloyd, Sgt. Daniel J. Londono, Cpl. Paul Graham Long, Spc. Ryan P. Long, Spc. Zachariah W. Long, Pfc. Duane E. Longstreth, Sgt. Edgar E. Lopez, Lance Cpl. Juan Lopez, Sgt. Richard M. Lord, Staff Sgt. David L. Loyd, Master Sgt. Jose Lucas Egea, Capt. Robert L. Lucero, Pfc. Jason
C. Ludlam, Lance Cpl. Jacob R. Lugo, Pfc. John Lukac, Pfc. Jason N. Lynch, 1st Lt. Matthew D. Lynch,Pfc. Christopher D. Mabry, Lance Cpl. Gregory E. MacDonald, Lance Cpl. Cesar F. Machado- Olmos, Pfc. Vorn J. Mack, Christopher R. Maddison, Lance Cpl. Joseph B. Maglione, Spc. William J. Maher III, Flight Lt.
Kevin Barry Main, Carabiniere Orazio Majorana, Staff Sgt. Toby W. Mallet, Lance Cpl. Ian Keith Malone, Chief Warrant Officer Ian D. Manuel, Pfc. Pablo Manzano, Pfc. Lyndon A. Marcus Jr., Staff Sgt. Paul C. Mardis Jr., Cpl. Douglas Jose Marencoreyes, Master Sgt. Jude C. Mariano, Spc. James E. Marshall, Sgt. 1st
Class John W. Marshall, Capt. Manuel Martin Oar, Pfc. Ryan A. Martin, Staff Sgt. Stephen G. Martin, Maj. Alberto Martinez Gonzalez, Sgt. Francisco Martinez, Pfc. Francisco A. Martinez Flores, Pfc. Jesse J. Martinez, Spc. Michael A. Martinez, Pfc. Oscar A. Martinez, Spc. Jacob D. Martir- Gutierrez, Sgt. Arthur S.
Mastrapa, Chief Warrant Officer Johnny Villareal Mata, Lance Cpl. Ramon Mateo, Spc. Clint Richard Matthews, Cpl. Matthew E. Matula, Staff Sgt. Donald C. May Jr., Pfc. Joseph P. Mayek, 2nd Lt. Piotr Mazurek, Spc. Patrick R. McCaffrey Sr., Lance Cpl. Joseph C. McCarthy, Pfc. Ryan M. McCauley, Cpl. Brad P.
McCormick, 1st Lt. Erik. S. McCrae, Lance Cpl. James McCue, Spc. Donald R. McCune, Spc. Dustin K. McGaugh, Pfc. Holly J. McGeogh, Sgt. Brian D. McGinnis, Spc. Michael A. McGlothin, Pvt. Kevin Thomas McHale, Petty Officer 2nd Class Scott R. McHugh, Hospitalman Joshua McIntosh, Spc. David M. McKeever,
Spc. Eric S. McKinley, Pvt. Robert L. McKinley, Staff Sgt. Don S. McMahan, Sgt. Heath A. McMillin, 1st Lt. Brian M. McPhillips, Cpl. Jesus Martin Antonio Medellin, Spc. Irving Medina, Staff Sgt. Oscar D. Medina, Spc. Kenneth A. Melton, Cpl. Jaygee Meluat, Petty Officer 3rd Class Fernando A. Mendez Aceves, Pvt.
Natividad Mendez Ramos, Gunnery Sgt. Joseph Menusa, Staff Sgt. Eddie E. Menyweather, Spc. Gil Mercado, Spc. Michael M. Merila, Maj. Jose Merino Olivera, Marshal Filippo Merlino, Spc. Christopher A. Merville, Sgt. Daniel K. Methvin, Pfc. Jason M. Meyer, Sgt. Eliu A. Miersandoval, Spc. Michael G. Mihalakis, Pvt.
Konstantin Mikhalev, Pfc. Matthew G. Milczark, Cpl. Jason David Mileo, Pfc. Anthony S. Miller, Pfc. Bruce Miller Jr., Staff Sgt. Frederick L. Miller Jr., Sgt. 1st Class Marvin L. Miller, Cpl. Simon Miller, Sgt. Joseph Minucci II, Sgt. First Class Troy L. Miranda, Spc. George A. Mitchell, Sgt. Keman L. Mitchell, Sgt. Michael
W. Mitchell, Spc. Sean R. Mitchell, Pfc. Jesse D. Mizener, Staff Sgt. Jorge A. Molina Bautista, Pfc. Anthony W. Monroe, 1st Lt. Adam G. Mooney, Lance Cpl. Jason William Moore, Pfc. Stuart W. Moore, Sgt. Travis A. Moothart, Spc. Jose L. Mora, Sgt. Melvin Y. Mora, Pfc. Michael A. Mora, Master Sgt. Kevin N. Morehead,
Capt. Brent L. Morel, Petty Officer 3rd Class David J. Moreno, Sgt. Gerardo Moreno, Spc. Jaime Moreno, Pfc. Luis A. Moreno, Spc. Dennis B. Morgan, Staff Sgt. Richard L. Morgan Jr., Pfc. Geoffery S. Morris, Pfc. Ricky A. Morris Jr., Lance Cpl. Nicholas B. Morrison, Sgt. Shawna M. Morrison, Sgt. Keelan L. Moss, Spc.
Clifford L. Moxley Jr., Sgt. Cory R. Mracek, Staff Sgt. Chris Muir, Sgt. Rodney A. Murray, Piper Christopher Muzvuru, Pvt. Jeungjin Na Kim, Sgt. Krisna Nacham-Passak, Cpl. Richard Nagy, Spc. Paul T. Nakamura, Spc. Nathan W. Nakis, Pvt. Kenneth A. Nalley, Chief Warrant Officer Christopher G. Nason, Maj. Kevin G.
Nave, Spc. Rafael L. Navea, Spc. Charles L. Neeley, Staff Sgt. Paul M. Neff II, Pfc. Gavin L. Neighbor, Spc. Joshua M. Neusche, Cpl. Dominique J. Nicolas, Lance Cpl. Joseph L. Nice, Spc. Isaac Michael Nieves, Sgt. John Nightingale, Lance Cpl. Patrick R. Nixon, Spc. Allen Nolan, Spc. Marcos O. Nolasco, Sgt. William
J. Normandy, Spc. Joseph C. Norquist, Lance Cpl. Grzegorz Nosek, 1st Lt. Leif E. Nott, Junior Sgt. Andres Nuiamäe, Staff Sgt. Todd E. Nunes, Spc. David T. Nutt, Cpl. Mick R. Nygard- bekowsky, Spc. Donald S. Oaks Jr., Pfc. Branden F. Oberleitner, Pvt. Lee Martin O’Callaghan, Lance Cpl. Patrick T. O’Day, Spc. Charles
E. Odums II, Spc. Ramon C. Ojeda, Cpl. Brian Oliveira, Marshal Silvio Olla, Spc. Justin B. Onwordi, Spc. Richard P. Orengo, Lt. Col. Kim S. Orlando, Lance Cpl. Eric J. Orlowski, 1st Lt. Osbaldo Orozco, Pfc. Cody J. Orr, Staff Sgt. Billy J. Orton, Sgt. Pamela G. Osbourne, Lance Cpl. Deshon E. Otey, Pfc. Kevin C. Ott,
Sgt. Michael G. Owen, Lance Cpl. David Edward Owens Jr.Sgt. Fernando Padilla- Ramirez, Pvt. Shawn D. Pahnke, Spc. Gabriel T. Palacios, Capt. Eric T. Paliwoda, 1st Lt. Joshua M. Palmer, Staff Sgt. Dale A. Panchot, Pfc. Daniel R. Parker, Pfc. James D. Parker, Cpl. Tommy L. Parker Jr., Sgt. Harvey E. Parkerson
III, Sgt. David B. Parson, Senior Sgt. Vladimir Pashov, Staff Sgt. Esau G. Patterson Jr., Sgt. Norman Patterson, Master Sgt. William L. Payne, Sgt. Michael F. Pedersen, Lance Cpl. Preben Pedersen, Staff Sgt. Abraham D. Penamedina, Spc. Brian H. Penisten, Sgt. Ross A. Pennanen, Staff Sgt. Gregory V. Pennington,
Pfc. Geoffrey Perez, Staff Sgt. Hector R. Perez, Sgt. Joel Perez, Spc. Jose A. Perez III, Pfc. Luis A. Perez, Lance Cpl. Nicholas Perez, Spc. Wilfredo Perez Jr., Cmdr. Gonzalo Perez Garcia, Petty Officer 1st Class Michael J. Pernaselli, Staff Sgt. David S. Perry, Pfc. Charles C. Persing, Staff Sgt. Dustin W. Peters, Spc.
Alyssa R. Peterson, Staff Sgt. Brett J. Petriken, Sgt. 2nd Class Anton Petrov, Cpl. Pietro Petrucci, Staff Sgt. James L. Pettaway Jr., Staff Sgt. Erickson H. Petty, Pfc. Jerrick M. Petty, Lt. Col. Mark P. Phelan, Pfc. Chance R. Phelps, Sgt. 1st Class Gladimir Philippe, Sgt. Ivory L. Phipps, Capt. Pierre E. Piche, Pfc. Lori
Piestewa, Capt. Dennis L. Pintor, Spc. James H. Pirtle, Cpl. Ian Plank, Pfc. Jason T. Poindexter, 2nd Lt. Frederick E. Pokorney Jr., Staff Sgt. Andrew R. Pokorny, Spc. Justin W. Pollard, Spc. Larry E. Polley Jr., Sgt. Darrin K. Potter, Pfc. David L. Potter, Sgt. Christopher S. Potts, Spc. James E. Powell, Lance Cpl. Caleb
J. Powers, Cpl. Dean P. Pratt, Pfc. James E. Prevete, Pvt., Kelley S. Prewitt, Sgt. Tyler D. Prewitt, Pfc. James W. Price, 1st Lt. Timothy E. Price, Cpl. Dewi Pritchard, Gunner Duncan Geoffrey Pritchard, Lance Cpl. Mathew D. Puckett, Sgt. Jaror C. Puello- Coronado, Sgt. Luis Puga Gandara, Staff Sgt. Michael B. Quinn,
Head Marshall Alfio Ragazzi, Staff Sgt. Richard P. Ramey, Sgt. Christopher Ramirez, Spc. Eric U. Ramirez, Pfc. William C. Ramirez, Pfc. Christopher Ramos, Spc. Tamarra J. Ramos, Pfc. Brandon Ramsey, Pvt. Carson J. Ramsey, Sgt. Edmond L. Randle, Pfc. Cleston C. Raney, Capt. Gregory A. Ratzlaff, Spc. Rel A.
Ravago IV, Pvt. Christopher Gordon Rayment, Spc. Omead H. Razani, Spc. Brandon M. Read, Pfc. Christopher J. Reed, Pfc. Ryan E. Reed, Sgt. Tatjana Reed, Gunnery Sgt. Edward T. Reeder, Staff Sgt. Aaron T. Reese, Spc. Jeremy F. Regnier, Sgt. 1st Class Randall S. Rehn, Sgt. Brendon C. Reiss, Staff Sgt. George
S. Rentschler, Spc. Ramon Reyes Torres, Sgt. Sean C. Reynolds, Lance Cpl. Rafael Reynosa- Suarez, Sgt. Yadir G. Reynoso, Cpl. Demetrius L. Rice, Sgt. Ariel Rico, Spc. Jeremy L. Ridlen, Pfc. Andrew G. Riedel, Pfc. Diego Fernando Rincon, Cpl. Steven A. Rintamaki, Sgt. Duane R. Rios, Capt. Russell B. Rippetoe,
Pfc. Henry C. Risner, Sgt. 1st Class Jose A. Rivera, Cpl. John T. Rivero, Spc. Frank K. Rivers Jr., Sgt. Thomas D. Robbins, Sgt. Todd J. Robbins, Lance Cpl. Anthony P. Roberts, Lance Cpl. Bob W. Roberts, Spc. Robert D. Roberts, Sgt. Steven Mark Roberts, Staff Sgt. Joseph E. Robsky Jr., Sgt. Moses D. Rocha, Pfc.
Marlin T. Rockhold, Pfc. Jose Francis Gonzalez Rodriguez, Cpl. Robert M. Rodriguez, Maj. Jose Carlos Rodriguez Perez, Spc. Philip G. Rogers, Sgt. 1st Class Robert E. Rooney, Cpl. Randal Kent Rosacker, Staff Sgt. Victor A. Rosales, Pfc. Richard H. Rosas, Staff Sgt. Denise Michelle Rose, Sgt. Scott C. Rose, Sgt.
Thomas C. Rosenbaum, Sgt. Randy S. Rosenberg, Spc. Marco D. Ross, Sgt. Lawrence A. Roukey, Capt. Alan Rowe, Spc. Brandon J. Rowe, Sgt. Roger D. Rowe, 1st Lt. Jonathan D. Rozier, 2nd Lt. Daniel Rozynski, Spc. Isela Rubalcava, Pfc. Aaron J. Rusin, Cpl. Grzegorz Rusinek, Sgt. John W. Russell, Cpl. Marcin
Rutkowski, 1st Lt. Timothy Louis Ryan, Chief Warrant Officer Scott A. Saboe, Spc. Rasheed Sahib, Cpl. Rudy Salas, Cpl. William I. Salazar, 1st Lt. Edward M. Saltz, Capt. Benjamin W. Sammis, Spc. Sonny G. Sampler, Spc. Gregory P. Sanders, Pfc. Leroy Sandoval Jr., Spc. Matthew J. Sandri, Staff Sgt. Barry Sanford
Sr., 1st Lt. Neil Anthony Santoriello, Spc. Jonathan J. Santos, Pfc. Brandon R. Sapp, 2nd Lt. Nikolay Saraev, Staff Sgt. Cameron B. Sarno, Staff Sgt. Scott D. Sather, Lance Cpl. Jeremiah E. Savage, Lance Cpl. Michael P. Scarborough, Capt. Robert C. Scheetz Jr., Spc. Justin B. Schmidt, Spc. Jeremiah W. Schmunk,
Pfc. Sean M. Schneider, Cpl. Dustin H. Schrage, Maj. Mathew E. Schram, Lance Cpl. Brian K. Schramm, Spc. Christian C. Schulz, Master Sgt. David A. Scott, Pfc. Kerry D. Scott, Spc. Stephen M. Scott, Spc. Marc S. Seiden, Capt. Christopher Scott Seifert, Pfc. Dustin M. Sekula, Lance Cpl. Matthew K. Serio, Sgt. Juan
M. Serrano, 1st Sgt. Jeroen Severs, Mechanic (Comm.) Second Class Ian Seymour, Staff Sgt. Wentz Jerome Henry Shanaberger III, Spc. Jeffrey R. Shaver, Lt. Col. Kevin M. Shea, Lance Cpl. Karl Shearer, Spc. Casey Sheehan, Sgt. Kevin F. Sheehan, Sgt. Daniel Michael Shepherd, Cpl. David John Shepherd, Sgt.
Alan D. Sherman, Lt. Col. Anthony L. Sherman, Pfc. Harry N. Shondee Jr., Lance Cpl. Brad S. Shuder, Capt. James A. Shull, Pfc. Kenneth L. Sickels, Lance Cpl. Dustin L. Sides, Cpl. Erik H. Silva, Pvt. Sean A. Silva, Sgt. Leonard D. Simmons, Sgt. Vladimir Simonides, Pfc. Charles M. Sims, Lance Cpl. John T. Sims
Jr., Spc. Uday Singh, Spc. Aaron J. Sissel, Pfc. Christopher A. Sisson, Pfc. Nicholas M. Skinner, Petty Officer 3rd Class David Sisung, 1st Lt. Brian D. Slavenas, Pfc. Brandon Sloan, Lance Cpl. Richard P. Slocum, Lance Cpl. Thomas J. Slocum, Pfc. Corey L. Small, Sgt. Keith L. Smette, Capt. Benedict J. Smith, Sgt.
Benjamin K. Smith, Pfc. Brandon C. Smith, 2nd Lt. Brian D. Smith, Chief Warrant Officer Bruce A. Smith, Cpl. Darrell L. Smith, 1st Sgt. Edward Smith, Chief Warrant Officer Eric A. Smith, Pvt. Jason Smith, Pfc. Jeremiah D. Smith, Lance Cpl. Matthew R. Smith, Lance Cpl. Michael J. Smith Jr., Spc. Orenthial J. Smith,
Sgt. 1st Class Paul R. Smith, Capt. Christopher F. Soelzer, Sgt. Roderic A. Solomon, Cpl. Adrian V. Soltau, Maj. Charles R. Soltes Jr., Sgt. Skipper Soram, Pfc. Armando Soriano, Cpl. Tomas Sotelo Jr., Pfc. Kenneth C. Souslin, Spc. Philip I. Spakosky, Pfc. Jason L. Sparks, Cpl. Michael R. Speer, Staff Sgt. Trevor Spink,
Maj. Christopher J. Splinter, Sgt. Marvin R. Sprayberry III, Pvt. Bryan N. Spry, Sgt. Maj. Michael B. Stack, Pfc. Nathan E. Stahl, Sgt. Dave Steensma, Maj. James Stenner, Lance Cpl. Barry ‘Baz’ Stephen, 1st Lt. Andrew K. Stern, Staff Sgt. Robert A. Stever, Maj. Gregory Stone, 2nd Lt. Matthew R. Stovall, Pfc. William
R. Strange, Sgt. Kirk Allen Straseskie, Warrant Officer Second Class Mark Stratford, Capt. Slawomir Strozak, Pfc. Brandon C. Sturdy, Spc. William R. Sturges Jr., Spc. Paul J. Sturino, Lance Cpl. Jesus A. Suarez Del Solar, Spc. Joseph D. Suell, Spc. John R. Sullivan, Spc. Narson B. Sullivan, Lance Cpl. Vincent M.
Sullivan, Sgt. Serhiy Suslov, Staff Sgt. Michael J. Sutter, Pfc. Ernest Harold Sutphin, Chief Warrant Officer Sharon T. Swartworth, Sgt. Thomas J. Sweet II, Staff Sgt. Christopher W. Swisher, Maj. Paul R. Syverson III, Sgt. Patrick S. Tainsh, Sgt. DeForest L. Talbert, Sgt. 1st Class Linda Ann Tarango- Griess, Cpl. Major
Antonio Tarantino, Capt. Michael Yury Tarlavsky, Spc. Christopher M. Taylor, Cpl. Marc Taylor, Maj. Mark D. Taylor, Capt. John R. Teal, Staff Sgt. Riayan A. Tejeda, Lance Cpl. Jason Andrew Tetrault, Spc. Joseph C. Thibodeaux, Master Sgt. Thomas R. Thigpen Sr., Cpl. Jesse L. Thiry, Sgt. Carl Thomas, Staff Sgt. Kendall
Thomas, Spc. Kyle G. Thomas, Lance Cpl., Paul David Trevor Thomas, Pvt. Ryan Lloyd Thomas, Sgt. Anthony O. Thompson, Spc. Jarrett B. Thompson, Sapper Robert Thomson, Staff Sgt. Robert C. Thornton Jr., Lt. Col. Oleh Tikhonov, Sgt. Humberto F. Timoteo, Capt. John E. Tipton, Maj. Matthew Titchener, Pfc.
Joshua K. Titcomb, Spc. Brandon T. Titus, Spc. Brandon S. Tobler, Sgt. Lee D. Todacheene, Cpl. John H. Todd III, Sgt. Nicholas A. Tomko, Master Sgt. Timothy Toney, Pfc. George D. Torres, Lance Cpl. Michael S. Torres, 2nd Lt. Richard Torres, Lance Cpl. Elias Torrez III, Sgt. Michael L. Tosto, Spc. Richard K. Trevithick,
Adjutant Alfonso Trincone, Pfc. Andrew L. Tuazon, Staff Sgt. Roger C. Turner Jr., Fusilier Kelan John Turrington, Lt. Alexander Tweedie, Pvt. Scott M. Tyrrell, 2nd Lt. Andre D. Tyson, Spc. Eugene A. Uhl III, Lance Cpl. Drew M. Uhles, Rick A. Ulbright, Pfc. Daniel P. Unger, Spc. Robert Oliver Unruh, 1st Sgt. Ernest E.
Utt, Sgt. Michael A. Uvanni, Staff Sgt. Gary A. Vaillant, Lance Cpl. Ruben Valdez Jr., Sgt. Melissa Valles, Spc. Allen J. Vandayburg, Spc. Josiah H. Vandertulip, Chief Warrant Officer Brian K. Van Dusen, Lance Cpl. John J. Vangyzen IV, Lance Cpl. Gary F. Van Leuven, Cpl. Matteo Vanzan, Staff Sgt. Mark D. Vasquez,
Spc. Frances M. Vega, 1st Lt. Michael W. Vega, Master Sgt. Alfonso Vega Calvo, Staff Sgt. Paul A. Velazquez, Cpl. David M. Vicente, Sgt. 1st Class Joselito O. Villanueva, Cpl. Scott M. Vincent, Staff Sgt. Kimberly A. Voelz, Staff Sgt. Michael S. Voss, Spc. Thai Vue, Lance Cpl. Michael B. Wafford, Sgt. Christopher A.
Wagener, Sgt. Gregory L. Wahl, Staff Sgt. Allan K. Walker, Sgt. Jeffery C. Walker, Warrant Officer Colin Wall, Sgt. Donald Walters, Maj. Jason Ward, Pvt. Jason M. Ward, Pfc. Nachez Washalanta, Pfc. Gerard Wasielewski, Lance Cpl. Christopher B. Wasser, Pvt. David L. Waters, Staff Sgt. Kendall Damon Waters-Bey,
Maj. William R. Watkins III, Petty Officer 2nd Class Christopher E. Watts, Chief Warrant Officer Aaron A. Weaver, Sgt. Charles J. Webb, Spc. Michael S. Weger, Staff Sgt. David J. Weisenburg, Spc. Douglas J. Weismantle, Pfc. Michael Russell Creighton Weldon, Lance Cpl. Larry L. Wells, Chief Warrant Officer Stephen
M. Wells, Spc. Jeffrey M. Wershow, Spc. Christopher J. Rivera Wesley, Sgt. James G. West, Lt. Philip West, 1st Lt. Alexander E. Wetherbee, Spc. Donald L. Wheeler, Sgt. Mason Douglas Whetstone, Pfc. Marquis A. Whitaker, Staff Sgt. Aaron Dean White, Lt. Nathan D. White, Sgt. Steven W. White, Lance Cpl. William
W. White, Pfc. Joey D. Whitener, Spc. Chase R. Whitman, Spc. Michael J. Wiesemann, Cpl. Joshua S. Wilfong, Flight Lt. David Rhys Williams, Sgt. Eugene Williams, Lt. James Williams, Lance Cpl. Michael J. Williams, Spc. Michael L. Williams, Sgt. Taft V. Williams, 1st Lt. Charles L. Wilkins III, Sgt. 1st Class Christopher
R. Willoughby, Lt. Andrew S. Wilson, Spc. Dana N. Wilson, Command Sgt. Maj. Jerry L. Wilson, Staff Sgt. Joe N. Wilson, Lance Cpl. Lamont N. Wilson, Lance Cpl. Nicholas Wilt, 1st Lt. Ronald Winchester, Rifleman Vincent Calvin Windsor, Spc. Trevor A. Wine, Lance Cpl. William J. Wiscowiche, Spc. Robert A. Wise,
Spc. Michelle M. Witmer, Spc. Owen D. Witt, Spc. James R. Wolf, 2nd Lt. Jeremy L. Wolfe, Sgt. Elijah Tai Wah Wong, Sgt. Brian M. Wood, Capt. George A. Wood, Spc. Michael R. Woodliff, Spc. James C. Wright, Pfc. Jason G. Wright, 2nd Lt. John T. Wroblewski, Lance Cpl. Daniel R. Wyatt, Pfc. Stephen E. Wyatt, Sgt.
Michael E. Yashinski, Sgt. Henry Ybarra III, Pfc. Rodricka A. Youmans, Sgt. Ryan C. Young, Lance Cpl. Andrew J. Zabierek, Spc. Nicholas J. Zangara, Robert J. Zangas, Sgt. 1st Class Luis Ignacio Zanon Tarazona, Spc. Mark Anthony Zapata, Lance Cpl. Andrzej Zielke, Pfc. Nicholaus E. Zimmer, Pvt. Jaroslav Zlochevsky,
Cpl. Ian T. Zook, Lance Cpl. Robert P. Zurheide Jr.Sgt. Maj. Phillip R. Albert, Sgt. Thomas F. Allison, Cpl. William M. Amundson Jr., Lance Cpl. Brian J. N. Andersen, Spc. Marc A. Anderson, Master Sgt. Evander Earl Andrews, Capt. Tamara L. Archuleta, Capt. Matthew W. Bancroft, Sgt. Michael C. Barry, Sgt. Bobby E.
Beasley, Cpl. Robbie Christopher Beerenfenger, Lance Cpl. Bryan P. Bertrand, Sgt. Jay A. Blessing, Officer Helge Boes, Chief Petty Officer Matthew J. Bourgeois, Gunnery Sgt. Stephen L. Bryson, Sgt. Robert Busuttil, Staff Sgt. Thomas K. Butzkowsky, Lance Cpl. Kim Carlsen, William Carlson, Spc. Curtis A. Carter,
Tech. Sgt. John A. Chapman, Sgt. 1st Class Nathan Ross Chapman, Sgt. Steven Checo, Staff Sgt. Craig W. Cherry, 1st Sgt. Herbert R. Claunch, Spc. Brian M. Clemens, Staff Sgt. Shawn M. Clemens, Staff Sgt. Walter F. Cohee III, Cpl. Matthew A. Commons, Spc. Robert J. Cook, Tech Sgt. Sean M. Corlew , Staff Sgt.
Brian T. Craig, Sgt. Bradley S. Crose, Senior Airman Jason D. Cunningham, Machinist’s Mate Fireman Apprentice Bryant L. Davis, Master Sgt. Jefferson Donald Davis, Pfc. Jerod R. Dennis, Pfc. James R. Dillon Jr., Spc. Jason A. Disney, Staff Sgt. James P. Dorrity, Cpl. Ainsworth Dyer, Pvt. James H. Ebbers, Spc. Jonn
J. Edmunds, Capt. Daniel W. Eggers, Chief Warrant Officer Jody L. Egnor, Sgt. Michael J. Esposito Jr., Maj. Curtis D. Feistner, Sgt. Kelvin E. Feliciano-Gutierrez, Spc. Kyle Ka Eo Fernandez, Sgt. Maj. Iosif Silviu Fogorasi, Staff Sgt. Ryan D. Foraker, Sgt. Jeremy D. Foshee, Cpl. David M. Fraise, Staff Sgt. Gregory M.
Frampton, Staff Sgt. Jacob L. Frazier, Staff Sgt. Kerry W. Frith, Spc. Chad C. Fuller, Staff Sgt. Justin J. Galewski, Sgt. Daniel Lee Galvan, Sgt. Christopher P. Geiger, Lance Cpl. Darren John George, Staff Sgt. Scott N. Germosen, Chief Warrant Officer Thomas J. Gibbons, Sgt. Benjamin L. Gilman, Sgt. Nicholes D.
Golding, Cpl. Billy Gomez, Sgt. Rodrigo Gonzalez-Garza, Staff Sgt. Robert S. Goodwin, Pvt. Richard A. Green, Cpl. John Gregory, Spc. David E. Hall, Chief Warrant Officer Stanley L. Harriman, Sgt. Nathan P. Hays, Spc. Julie R. Hickey, Staff Sgt. Jason Hicks, Staff Sgt. Brian S. Hobbs, Sgt. 1st Class Mark Wayne
Jackson, Command Sgt. Maj. Dennis Jallah Jr., Spc. Joseph A. Jeffries, Electronics Technician 3rd Class Benjamin Johnson, Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Darrell Jones, Spc. James C. Kearney III, Master Sgt. William J. Kerwood, Lt. Col. Paul W. Kimbrough, Spc. Adam G. Kinser, Staff Sgt. Daniel L. Kisling Jr., Pvt.
Jonathan Kitulagoda, Thomas Kochert, Staff Sgt. Anthony S. Lagman, Sgt. 1st Class Mitchell A. Lane, Sgt. Marc D. Leger, Airman 1st Class Raymond Losano, Master Sgt. Michael Maltz, Sgt. 1st Class Curtis Mancini, Pvt. Giovany Maria, Sgt. Jamie O. Maugans, Pfc. Daniel B. McClenney, Capt. Daniel G. McCollum,
Master Sgt. William L. McDaniel II, Sgt. 1st Class Robert K. McGee, Pfc. Spence A. McNeil, Capt. Seth Michaud, Chief Warrant Officer Timothy Moehling, Sgt. 1st Class Robert J. Mogensen, Staff Sgt. Orlando Morales, Sgt. Dwight J. Morgan, Staff Sgt. James D. Mowris, Christopher Glenn Mueller, Cpl. Jamie Brendan
Murphy, Staff Sgt. Tony B. Olaes, Pfc. Evan W. O’Neill, Chief Warrant Officer Mark S. O’Steen, Petty Officer 1st Class Brian J. Ouellette, Capt. Bartt D. Owens,Pfc. Kristian E. Parker, Engineman 1st Class Vincent Parker, Cpl. Ronald R. Payne Jr., Sgt. Theodore L. Perreault, Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Petithory, Spc. Pedro
Pena, Senior Airman Jason Plite, Maj. Steven Plumhoff, Chief Warrant Officer Bruce E. Price, Staff Sgt. Brian “Cody” Prosser, Petty Officer 3rd Class Jason Profitt, Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Thomas E. Retzer, Staff Sgt. Juan M. Ridout, Aviation Boatswain’s Mate Petty Officer 1st Class Neil C. Roberts, Grenadier
Tommy Roedningsby, Sgt. 1st Class Daniel A. Romero, Mike Rubel, Staff Sgt. Alan L. Rogers, Staff Sgt. Bruce A. Rushforth Jr., Sgt. Andrew Robert Russell, Airman 1st Class Jesse M. Samek, Sgt. Maj. Mihail Anton Samuila, Sgt. Justin A. Scott, Sgt. Danton K. Seitsinger, Staff Sgt. Anissa A. Shero, Sgt. Robert Alan
Short, Cpl. Antonio J. Sledd, Chief Warrant Officer John Smith, Pvt. Nathan Smith, Officer Johnny Michael Spann, Sgt. 1st Class Christopher James Speer, Lt. Col. John Stein, Pfc. Kristofor Stonesifer, Sgt. Philip J. Svitak, Staff Sgt. Paul A. Sweeney, Petty Officer 1st Class David M. Tapper, Sgt. 1st Class John E. Taylor,
Staff Sgt. John Teal, Lance Cpl. Juston T. Thacker, Pfc. Adam L. Thomas, Cpl. Patrick D. Tillman, Spc. Juan M. Torres, Sgt. William Tracy, Army Sgt. 1st Class Peter P. Tycz II, Sgt. Gene Vance Jr., Pfc. Brandon J. Wadman, Staff Sgt. Thomas A. Walkup Jr., Tech. Sgt. Howard A. Walters, Spc. Wesley R. Wells, Lance
Cpl. Russell P. White, Sgt. Jeannette L. Winters, Sgt. Phillip L. Witkowski, Sgt. Roy A. Wood
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backgrounds and are ready to go into the
fight, but “they are also prepared to rebuild
the infrastructure, economy and Iraqi institu-
tion and bring a massive amount of back-
grounds to that,” said Gaudio. “We have
plumbers, teachers and city managers –
skills to put into play as much during the
reconstruction end of things as the combat
end of things.”

As a civilian, Dinan is a police officer with
the North Greenbush, N.Y., police depart-
ment. This background gives him the oppor-
tunity to bring his own useful talents to the
unit. “I know the coordination piece and
investigation if a car goes missing, I can
track it down. If you need me to train Iraqi
police, I can do that too.”

At the thought of being involved with an
operation that will surely go down in the
annals of military history, Dinan, a self-
admitted history buff, considered the weight
of the deployment for a moment then said,
“I wouldn’t miss it for the world; I’ve been in
the division for 6 years. It’s impressive, I
guess the word is – it’s an honor.”

story by Spc. Brian Trapp

Soldiers will see a rainbow patch more
often around Kuwait, but the Soldiers wear-
ing them aren’t Hawaiian – they’re actually
headquartered in New York. 

The 42nd Infantry (Rainbow) Division’s
history began with America’s entry into
World War I. To minimize the effect the
mobilization for that war could have on any
one state, the government created a divi-
sion made of National Guard units from 26
states and the District of Columbia. The uni-
fied effort brought about the 42nd Infantry
Division in 1917. “The 42nd Division stretch-
es like a rainbow from one end of America
to the other,” said Col. Douglas MacArthur,
who had helped in forming the division.

The 42nd is making history again,
deploying the entire division into combat for
the first time in more than a half century.

The first units of the 42nd, a National
Guard division, arrived Oct. 25 and will con-
tinue pushing troops and equipment forward
until early February. As a hefty part of the
surge for Operation Iraqi Freedom ‘04- ‘06,
the 42nd is slated to take over for the 1st
Infantry Division in north-central Iraq.

The 42nd will command the 1st and 3rd
Brigades of the 3rd Infantry Division as well
as the 116th Cavalry Brigade, a National
Guard unit from Boise, Idaho, and the 278th
Regimental Combat Team from the
Tennessee National Guard. 

After an alert notification in March, the
42nd began planning and preparing for
combat and for the arduous task of moving
about 20,000 troops and their equipment
from the United States to a country 6,000
miles away. The Soldiers coming in tackled
anywhere from three to five months of pre-
deployment training before arriving in the-
ater, and their training continues in Kuwait
as they wait to move to the front lines in
Iraq, said Col. Jim Gaudio, assistant chief of
staff (logistics) with the 42nd.

The headquarters company is already in
Kuwait coordinating the movement of the
unit, setting the conditions to get the com-
manders and their troops in theater to build
their combat power to “get the Soldiers
ready to cross the berm and take the fight
north,” Guadio said.

“It’s interesting and challenging, especial-
ly bringing in four brigades we never worked
with before,” Gaudio said. “Now the mission
is to take over their staging and onward
integration to make it as seamless as possi-
ble. We have a team meeting every inbound
Soldier for the 42nd. Whether a 300-man
flight at the APOD or a solitary Soldier at
the civilian airport, there will be a rainbow

patch there to meet them to get them to
their staging camp,” Gaudio said.

Members of the unit already in Kuwait are
here to make sure incoming troops “have
everything they need to be successful when
they head north,” said Gaudio.

Last week, a ship containing thousands
of tons of the 42nd’s equipment got stuck in
port and couldn’t off-load its cargo because
of a hiccup in some docking protocols that
needed to be worked out.

“We’re flexible. It’s expected; one or two
days is okay. We have other priorities we
can shift to. You have to anticipate and have
a plan you backup with,” said Maj. Martin

Surge continues with rainbow division

Dinan, division transportation officer. “The
mission has gone very well so far.”

One thing that’s a constant is the flights
of personnel coming in from the airports,
and the interruption in the scheduled off-
load time gave the division a chance to
clear out the SPOD staging area. Moving
out the waiting equipment in convoys 45
vehicles long, the division ran a few con-
voys a day, coordinating with the Kuwaiti
government to avoid congested highways or
interfering with the Ramadan holiday.

Even with contingency plans, moving a
whole division into country and pushing it
forward is no easy task. “It’s equal to some-
thing like part distribution manager for a
Wal-Mart, because you’re trying to synchro-
nize movements and keep track of inbound
personnel and equipment to know where
everything is going, where it is and when it
will get there; and part city manager to
make sure all brigades have everything they
need while in Kuwait,” Gaudio said.

With the 42nd included into the equation
for OIF ’04 – ’06, the National Guard and

Reserve troop component of the operation
makes up 42 percent of the total American
troop strength, Air Force Lt. Gen. Norton A.
Schwartz, the Joint Staff’s director of opera-
tions told lawmakers during a House Armed
Services Committee hearing in July. For OIF
2, Reserve and Guard forces made up 39
percent of troop strength; during OIF 1 the
Reserves and Guard accounted for 25 per-
cent of troop strength, he said.

This brings an opportunity for the whole
theater to benefit from the wide variety of
skills National Guard Soldiers bring from
their civilian jobs.

The Soldiers come from a lot of different

Photo by Maj. Bernie Spoerri
The 42nd Infantry Division’s fleet of helicopters waits to be loaded onto a ship at a port in
Philadelphia early last month.  
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story by Spc. Aimee Felix

With political and religious satire off lim-
its, sex and alcohol became the key ingredi-
ents for a great show. For an hour of
improvisational comedy that ran mostly on
the suggestions of an audience of about
600 troops, every skit was headed in the
same direction – to the gutter.

“We wanted to keep it clean,” said The
Second City’s Craig Uhlir, the hyperactive
element of the six-man comedy team, a
group that visited Camps Buehring and
Arifjan Nov. 4 and 5. By clean, Uhlir meant
they wanted to keep away from The Second
City’s often politically-opinionated humor.
“There’s just no need for that in this environ-
ment.” And as was evident by the laughs
the comics got from the troops on sexual
innuendo alone, there really was no need
for inserting politics. 

The show, an hour of interactive improvi-
sation, started with the comics requesting
the audience to name an occupation, an
object and a place. So a stripper, a rifle and
a bedroom became the premise for the first
performance of their night at Arifjan.

Evidence of the repression of alcohol and
sex came to the forefront as the themes of
the suggestions from the audience trended
toward the blue. In a singing lineup, each
comic asked for a different thing to make up
a song about. When it was Uhlir’s turn to
sing, he asked the audience for a favorite
activity troops enjoy doing on their down-
time. Without hesitation, several troops
shouted “masturbating.” When Nicky

Margolis asked for a favorite food, the loud-
est response was “beer.” And when Andy St.
Clair asked the audience to mention an item
they’d collect, one troop shouted “women.”

“At first we were worried about swearing
and using sexual innuendo, but that’s what
they responded to most,” said Lori McClain,
a Toledo, Ohio, native. She said performing
for the troops wasn’t much different from
performing for their usual college crowd
“except for the sand and the Port-a-Potties,
of course.”

Rebecca Sage Allen, originally from
Philadelphia, added that another reason the
performance was different was because
performing for deployed troops was more

significant in the sense that “these
guys really need a laugh.” 

“That’s why I stuck around,” said
Spc. Lydia Hanson, a Soldier with the
308th Transportation Company, who
saw the laughing audience on her way
to the PX and convinced her friend to
stay with her and watch the show. 

Allen made plenty of audience mem-
bers all but cry of laughter in a skit
about a substitute teacher talking to
her students, one of whom was her
son, about the female reproductive sys-
tem.

The comics tried to make the humor
as relatable as possible, so much so

that in a sketch with McClain, Allen and Alex
Fendrich they requested a setting from the
audience and, of all the suggestions,
Fendrich chose port-a-potty. 

While at Buehring, McClain said she
couldn’t always tell if the audience liked
them, but director Jim Carlson, who wan-
dered around the audience to see how his
performers were doing, said he was pleas-
antly surprised at how receptive the troops
were and by how much fun they were hav-
ing.

Uhlir was entertained by the fact that dur-
ing the middle of the Buehring performance,
the Beurhing fire department, who showed
up with one of their trucks, got a call in the

Comedy

middle of the show and had to drive away,
sirens wailing. “I never had a fire truck drive
away from my show,” he said.

Uhlir and the rest of the Second City
guys got military haircuts before their Arifjan
performance. Fendrich’s and St. Clair’s hair-
cuts took forever because they had the
longest hair, and because the barbers they
went to cut with scissors instead of clippers.
“It was so cool watching them cut,” said
Fendrich.

Experiencing the Soldiers and their lives
out here was the coolest part for the
comics. This comedy group was chosen out
of five Second City tour companies to per-
form in the tour, which was sponsored by
the United Service Organizations and
Armed Forces Entertainment. 

The tour was a first for all the comics,
and a big deal, especially for Two Rivers,
Wis., native Chad Krueger, the company’s
musical director, who said his hometown of
4,000 people isn’t even on the map. 

When asked what made them decide to
come out here, Uhlir jokingly said “Uh,
Second City, our employers.” But in a
moment of seriousness, Uhlir and the rest
of the gang agreed this was their way of
doing their part for the Soldiers. 

Stage Manager Josh Miller said deciding
to come out here was a no-brainer for him
because he comes from a military family. “I
feel like this is my chance to give back,
because I didn’t join the military like most of
my family did.” 

At the beginning of the show Col. Brick T.
Miller, ASG Kuwait commander, said he
remembered comic greats like Jim Belushi
and Gilda Ratner who came out of The
Second City. “Back then, no one knew their
names either,” he said. While the fame of
the comics in this company hasn’t reached
the height Belushi’s and Ratner’s did, there
is no doubt it can based on how well they
entertained. Even if it doesn’t, to the troops
they’ve made laugh, the work of these
comics is invaluable and not measured by
their fame.

The Second City’s Andy St. Clair and Nicky Margolis
do a skit in which she pretends to be a set of  
bagpipes. The short skit got roaring laughs.

In a skit about a couple’s Pictionary game where the men are losing miserably, Andy St. Clair
tries to get Chris Uhlir to guess what he’s drawing in a winner-take-all round.

takes a
road trip

Photos by Sgt. Matt Millham
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Raising the dead
One of two Kuwaiti patrol boats tows a Kuwaiti tug boat named Muwafi. Inevitably after years of rusting, the boat
sank Oct. 28 at a pier at Kuwaiti Naval Base. A crew of Army and Kuwaiti divers pulled it out after four days of work.

story and photos by
Spc. Aimee Felix

After years of neglect, chipped paint and
rust covered the blue and moonlight-gray
ship. Dry rot ate away at everything above
water, and the bottom slowly rusted away
throughout the years. The rust turned into
holes that sank the tired, shriveled vessel.

A Kuwaiti tugboat, half-sunken in shallow
water at Kuwaiti Naval Base, leaned hard
into a stressed pier. A metal sheet on the

side of the tug was
the only thing that
held the boat from
completely turning
over in the water. Any
sudden movement
could cause the boat
to shift and give way,
and that could crush
the two Army divers
who swam beneath
and around the wreck.

The divers worked for four hours placing
inflatable bags that would lift and level the
boat to take pressure off the pier. 

Kuwaiti divers, KNB workers, and other
Army and Navy divers stood on the pier,
waiting. They were all anxious for the

divers, both from the 86th Engineers
Detachment, to finish their work and come
back to the surface before low tide. 

The time dragged on and the tide went
down in a matter of minutes. There was a
slight creaking sound and then, suddenly,
the pier shook as the boat shifted, leaving it
to hang on by an even smaller edge of
metal. With the divers still underneath, a
frantic feeling took over everyone on the
pier as the radio operator called for the
divers. A few tense seconds passed, and
everyone fell quiet, waiting. “We’re OK,”
finally came over the radio, and the group
expelled a sigh of relief.

The divers of the 86th Engineers
Detachment worked together with the Navy
Special Unit of Kuwait to right the Kuwaiti
vessel, which sank Oct. 28. This is one of
several joint efforts between the 86th and
the NSU of Kuwait, said, Maj. Adnan Ali of
the NSU. 

The tugboat, named Muwafi, sank
because she’s old, said Sgt. 1st Class Lou
Rivera, one of the five 86th divers involved
in this mission. The bottom of the rusting
ship sprang a number of leaks. 

The Kuwaitis wanted to use Muwafi for
target practice. They used the boat docked
behind her as a target, and that vessel sat

It took the combined
efforts of the American
and Kuwaiti crews four
days to pull the tugboat

out and tow it away from
the pier, but they finally

saved the leaky vessel.
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Above left: Several fish died after an explosion intended to disloge the ship, which was pinned against the pier. Bottom left: A distress message
rawn on a cabin window on the sunken ship. Center: Kuwaiti KNB workers drain the water from the sunken ship after the boat was raised about
two feet with inflatable bags. Right: The sunken tug boat, leaned on the pier putting pressure on it. The boat hung on by a piece of metal..

rusting since a missile gutted it, said Staff
Sgt. Terry Bauer, another diver with the
86th. With the tug’s usefulness long behind
her, the real problem facing the Kuwaitis
stemmed from the fact that Muwafi blocked
other boats from using the pier.    

It took the combined efforts of the
American and Kuwaiti crews four days to
pull the tugboat out and tow it away from
the pier, but they finally saved the leaky
vessel. After placing the inflatable bags –
enough to hold 24,000 pounds on the side
facing the pier and 10,000 pounds on the
other – they tried to pull the boat out. Two
trucks, parked on an area on the opposite
side of the pier, started driving, trying to pull.
Everyone watched as the smell of burning
rubber filled the air. The clutches in the
vehicles almost burned out before the crew
realized their plan wasn’t going to work
without putting some more inflatable bags
underneath the boat. This time, Bauer and a
Navy diver, Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason

Counts of the Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Mobile Unit 2, Detachment 6, went down to
place more bags. Another four hours later,
the boat was ready to move, but by then the
tide was too low.

After a daylong break, the 86th and the
NSU were at it again. A few Kuwaiti KNB
workers drained some of the water out of
the boat, and about two more feet of its
rusted hull rose from the water.

Bauer and Rivera came up with idea of
hooking up some explosives near the bot-
tom of the boat to see if the explosion would

loosen things up since the boat was essen-
tially wedged between the bottom of the pier
and the ground beneath the water. After
hooking up the explosives and clearing the
berth and the pier of any human life, they
prepared to detonate. “Fire in the hole,”
shouted an Army diver. Anticipation silenced
all but the water, and
seconds later, the loud
explosion broke the
silence. An unexpected-
ly small cloud of smoke
followed. 

The crew walked
over to see the results
of the explosion. There
were dead and dying fish floating on the
surface, but no one would know if the explo-
sion served its purpose until they tried
pulling the boat again.

Fortunately, the explosives worked. The
Americans brought the boat upright and the
Kuwaitis took over from there, using two

Kuwaiti patrol boats to tow the boat out to a
portable dock placed about 70 meters away.
This was enough to unblock the pier.

“The divers will go under and weld the
holes under the boat, so it won’t sink again,”
said Ali. Ali, who trained at Agram Air Force
Base in Florida, is one of eight NSU Kuwaiti
divers who were involved in this mission. Ali
said he and the other divers appreciate the
benefit of being able to learn from the U.S.
military divers when they train and work
together.

Rivera and Bauer were as tactful as pos-

sible when they would suggest potentially
better solutions to the many problems they
faced when pulling out the boat. Ali and the
other divers were, for the most part, recep-
tive to these suggestions. 

Rivera and Bauer are hoping the
Kuwaitis will be just as receptive to their
suggestion to blow up the vessel, since they
don’t think it’s worth salvaging the boat,
even for target practice. They both agreed
in a ‘boys love to blow stuff up’ sort of way
that, this is a task they would be more than
happy to help with. 

Everyone watched as the smell of burn-
ing rubber filled the air. The clutches in
the vehicles almost burned out before
the crew realized their plan wasn’t
going to work ...
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Controversial vaccine halted again

story by Spc. Brian Trapp

The Anthrax Vaccine Immunization
Program hit another road block last week.
Despite reports declaring the vaccine’s
safety and effectiveness, it has remained
under the spotlight for years, because of
government concerns over the production
protocols and because some troops refused
the vaccine for fear of potential side effects.  

All anthrax vaccinations have stopped
because of an injunction filed by the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia
against the operation of the Anthrax Vaccine
Immunization Program. The injunction is
based on a discrepancy in procedure before
the Food and Drug Administration publicized
its conclusion nearly a year ago saying the
vaccine was safe and works against the
inhalation form of Anthrax. 

The FDA is required to solicit additional
public comments before finalizing its
December 2003 conclusion. The
Department of Defense stopped giving
anthrax vaccinations until further notice.

Since June 2002, the Defense
Department has vaccinated more than
750,000 troops against anthrax, said Dr.
William Winkenwerder, assistant secretary
of defense for health affairs, during a June
Pentagon news conference. That number
increases to more than one million if vacci-
nations administered since 1998 are fac-
tored in.

The vaccine was met with apprehension
from some military members who contested
the vaccine led to several deaths and a
number of side effects including suppres-
sion of the immune system and severe
arthritis.

“The Defense Department’s anthrax vac-
cination program is an important force pro-
tection measure. Research conducted by
several prominent medical experts and a
report by the National Academy of Sciences
has determined that the anthrax vaccine is
safe and effective for all forms of anthrax
exposure,” according to a DoD press
release. The DoD asserts that the anthrax
immunization program complies with all the
legal requirements and that the anthrax vac-
cine is safe and effective.

“The Army has been giving anthrax vac-
cine for over seven years now and smallpox
vaccine for two years. We continually review
these programs to assure the highest quali-

ty standards,” said Col. John Grabenstein,
deputy director for military vaccines at the
Army Surgeon General’s Office. “We recent-
ly reevaluated the bioweapon threats to our
forces and found that the threat continues.
So we continue to vaccinate to protect the
force.

“The Army vaccinates Soldiers to keep
them healthy,” he said.

Despite all of the work and assertions
about the effectiveness and money put into
the vaccine, the DoD is working on develop-
ing a next-generation anthrax vaccine. This
next-generation vaccine is being developed
in cooperation with the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases of the
National Institutes of Health.

Clinical trials for the new vaccine started
clinical in July 2003. 

According to a DoD memorandum, the
Department of Justice, DoD and FDA
lawyers will work to clarify legal issues in
order to meet the requirements needed to
lift the injunction and begin vaccinations
again.

The DoD issued a similar injunction about
a year ago that was lifted two weeks later.
That time, the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia issued a preliminary
injunction against the operation of the
Anthrax Vaccine Immunization Program. 

The safety of the vaccine was not the
focus of the injunction. The judge ruled
based on concerns about the completeness
of the FDA’s process to approve the vaccine
for use against inhalational anthrax, accord-
ing to the Anthrax Vaccine Immunization
Program website. The Department of

Justice filed a motion with the U.S. District
Court requesting a stay. On Jan. 7, 2004,
the judge agreed to stay the injunction,
allowing resumption of the program. The
stay had no deadline. Although the litigation
was not resolved, DoD remains convinced
that the vaccination program complies with
all legal requirements and there was no
longer a judicial restraint on the vaccination
program’s execution.

BioPort, the sole manufacturer of the vac-
cine and sole bidder for the contract, under-
went a federal quarantine in 2001 waiting
for the FDA to decide whether the facility
and the vaccine produced there met federal
standards. Until the company met new fed-
eral requirements for vaccine production
and revalidated its 30-year-old manufactur-
ing process, the quarantine remained,
according to a November 2001 article from
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. BioPort
was plagued for years by questions of quali-
ty control, safety, and effectiveness of the
vaccine. Most of the problems came when
BioPort took the operation over from the
Michigan Department of Health in 1998. 

BioPort stopped operations and worked
with the FDA for over three years to gain
approval of its renovated facilities as sup-
plies of FDA-released anthrax vaccine dwin-
dled. However BioPort itself declares that all
renovations were voluntary and done to
meet future demands and regulations for
the facility.

The production facility has also been
inspected by the FDA more than 50 times
since it got its license more than 30 years
ago.

The military’s on-again, off-again relationship with
the anthrax vaccine has nothing to do with military
policy – it’s all in the courts

Corrections
We sincerely apologize for mistakes in

the Desert Voice, but occassionally we
are given information that is wrong or
misleading, which we inadvertently pass
on to our readers. If any of our readers
encounter any fact that may be suspect,
we encourage responses to the editor.
Following are two clarifications from
recent issues. 

Army 10-Miler
Capt. Elizabeth Allen placed second in

her age group (23-27) at the Army 10-
Miler at Camp Buehring Oct. 24. Capt.

Allen had not been recognized in the Nov.
3 issue of the Desert Voice because her
name had not been included in the results
provided to us.

Combined Federal Campaign
In the Oct. 20 issue of the Desert

Voice we ran a piece on the Combined
Federal Campaign. While our reporter
was told that CFLCC CFC representa-
tives would like to have 100 percent
pledging by CFLCC staff, the actual goal
is that 100 percent of CFLCC staff be
contacted about donating to CFC. 
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Frog Jump
Before stretching, it’s important to get the blood flowing,
Valsarajan said. To do so, he recommends 10 to 15 minutes
of jumping jacks, pushups and the technique pictured here,
the frog jump. To do the frog jump, put your hands behind
your back and bend your knees, making sure to balance your-
self on the balls of your feet. Keep your abs tight and jump up
by forcefully straightening your legs. While in the air, bring
your legs to your chest as pictured. 
Shaji says: The frog jump will help increase your jumping
power and body control.

Wide splits stretches
These stretches target the calf, and inner
thigh muscles. Flexibility in these areas
will enable you to achieve maximum range
of motion and height when conducting
kicks. If you’re just starting out, you won’t
be able to execute the splits, so
Valsarajan said to assume a position simi-
lar to the first photo and ease your legs
out in either direction until you feel the
stretch. Hold it for 10 seconds and
release. When you get really flexible, you
can work on the other wide-splits varia-
tions pictured.
Shaji says: Even though you might feel
some pain in the calf and thigh muscles,
continue the training.

story and photos by Curt Cashour

Meditation
Karate workouts begin and end with a
two to three minute meditation ses-
sion. The goal here is to enter a state
of calm so you can have complete
control of your mind, Valsarajan said.
To execute, assume the position
shown, clear your mind, close your
eyes and concentrate on a point of
your forehead between your eyes.
Treat this point as a channel for ener-
gy to travel in and out of your skull. 
Shaji says: You can’t fall asleep

Karate! stretch before you fight

We last spoke with Karate black belt Shaji Valsarajan, for a piece in our
Sept. 29 issue, where he showed us how to make mincemeat of our ene-
mies using only our hands and feet. With more than a month of kicking
butt under our belts, we thought it was time to relax, so we had him take
us through a step-by-step stretching routine done the Karate way.

1 2

3Hip Stretches
The pictured stance is called a
shoulder stance. It’s the starting
position for hip stretches. First,
bend at the hips and lower your
upper body. Touch your hands to
the floor and keep your legs
straight. After 10 seconds, return
to the start position. Place your
hands on your hips, and bend from
the hips backwards, bending your
knees slightly through the stretch.
Again, hold it for 10 seconds.
Shaji says: If you don’t practice hip
stretching, you can’t do martial
arts.

4
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Hey Smitty, that was some election huh?
Did you vote? 

Of course I did. 

I didn’t get my absentee ballot
until the day before the election, so
I sent in a write-in ballot. I should
be OK I think.

Ballot huh? You sure
you don’t mean bullet?

Dade county write-in ballot 
         counting facility

Can you believe this? This is like the 
thousandth bullet we’ve gotten with 
a “W” scratched into it.

Throw it in the military
vote pile.

I got it at the PX

Smoke Craft Hickory Smoked
Beef Jerky Camo Pak

This is one dried-meat product that’s
not for the meek of heart. In an effort
to scare away those cowards at the
other jerky brands, the folks at Smoke
Craft specify on the package that the
Camo Pak is “For Bold Americans.” 

Deals so hot, you’ll forget about the weather

Patriot’s Choice Mixed Nuts

If being deployed to the middle of the desert doesn’t make you feel
patriotic enough, have no fear. Just pick up a can of Patriot’s Choice. Each can
contains up to 50 percent peanuts, along with a mix of cashews, almonds,
pecans and Brazil nuts. You’ll feel great following in the footsteps of history’s
great mixed-nut-loving warriors. Plus, you’ll get the satisfaction of knowing that
every cent of your purchase goes to the people who work at Patriot’s Choice. 

$2.69

$1.50

$84.95

Centurion Sure Fire Light

Brighter than a conventional flashlight
that runs on 5 D-cell batteries, the
Sure Fire has a grip ring for handgun
use and is constructed of premium
quality aerospace aluminum.
Although a reasonable expectation for
the light’s hefty price, a tiny elf that
materializes from its light beam to
slay enemies and cook you breakfast
is not included.

“Saved by the Bell: The
College Years” DVD

Follow the adventures of Zack,
Slater, Kelly and Screech as they
embark on their first year at
California U. Before you start won-
dering if Screech will continue his
more-annoying-than Urkel antics
in this 18-episode collection,
you’ll have to answer one ques-
tion: What the heck is Kelly doing
under that girl’s dress on the
cover.

$29.95

story and photos by Curt Cashour



In & Around Our Community
Special and weekly events around Kuwait’s U.S. military community for Nov. 10 – Nov. 17, 2004

Weekly Events: Arifjan
Wednesday
Combat Kick Boxing 5:30 a.m., Power Stretching
8 a.m., Bench/Step Workout 10 a.m.,  Body
Pump Workout 1 p.m., High/Low Aerobics, 7 p.m.
at Zone 1 gym tent
High Impact Aerobics, 7 p.m. at Zone 2 gym tent
Thursday
Caribbean Music, 7:30 p.m. at MWR stage
Country Music Night, 7:30 p.m. at the Community
Center
Martial Arts, 7 p.m. Spinning Class, 5:30 p.m. at
Zone 2 gym tent
Friday
Open Mic Night, 5:30 p.m. MWR stage
Step Aerobics, 7 p.m. Zone 1 gym tent
High Impact Aerobics, 7 p.m. at Zone 2 gym tent
Lap swimming, 5 to 7 a.m. at the pool
Salsa Night, 7 p.m. at the Community Center
Saturday
Combat Kick Boxing 5:30 a.m., Power Stretching
8 a.m., Bench/Step Workout 10 a.m.,  Body
Pump Workout 1 p.m., Combat Kick Boxing 3
p.m. at Zone 1 gym tent
Martial Arts, 7 p.m. at Zone 2 gym tent
Lap swimming, 5 to 7 a.m. at the pool
Sunday
Bench/Step Workout 5:30 a.m., Super Abs 8
a.m., Power Stretching 10 a.m., Body Pump
Workout 1 p.m., Bench/Step Workout 3 p.m. at
Zone 1 gym tent
Cardio Pump Kick Boxing 3 p.m. at MWR stage 

Special Events: Doha
Wednesday
Arabic Cultural Night, 7 p.m. at Frosty’s
Turkey Bowl Flag Football signups begin
Thursday
Veterans Day 5K run, 6 a.m. at the Flagpoles
Friday
Racquetball-signup cutoff
Saturday
Bingo Night, 7 p.m. at Frosty’s
Sunday
Boxing Signup begins
Monday
Cricket Darts Tournament, 7 p.m. at Frosty’s
Wednesday
R&B Dance Night, 7 p.m. at Frosty’s
Softball Season 2 signup cutoff and coaches’
meeting

Special Events: Arifjan
Wednesday
Country Singer Blake Stamper, 7 p.m. Zone 2
stage
Bingo Night, 7 p.m. at the Community Center
Saturday
Reggae Night, 7 p.m. at the Community Center
Bench Press Competition, 7 p.m. at the Fitness
Center
Native American Heritage Month 5K run, 6 a.m.
at the Fitness Center
Sunday
Spades Tournament, 7 p.m. at the Community
Center
Monday
The Sopranos Hand Shake Tour, time TBA at
Zone 2 DFAC
Wednesday
8 Ball Tournament, 7 p.m. at the Community
Center

Lap swimming, 5 to 7 a.m. at the pool
Monday
Country Western Night, 7:30 p.m. at the MWR
stage
Combat Kick Boxing 5:30 a.m., Power Stretching
8 a.m., Bench/Step Workout 10 a.m.,  Body
Pump Workout 1 p.m., Combat Kick Boxing 3
p.m. at Zone 1 gym tent
High Impact Aerobics, 7 p.m. at Zone 2 gym tent
Lap swimming, 5 to 7 a.m. at the pool
Tuesday
Spa Day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Zone 2 gym tent
Bench/Step Workout 5:30 a.m., Super Abs 8
a.m., Power Stretching 10 a.m., Body Pump
Workout 1 p.m., Bench/Step Workout 3 p.m. at
Zone 1 gym tent
Martial Arts, 7 p.m. Spinning Class, 5:30 p.m. at
Zone 2 gym tent
Lap swimming, 5 to 7 a.m. at the pool 
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Religious Services: Arifjan
Catholic Mass
Sunday, noon, Zone 1 Chapel
Saturday, 5:30 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel
Contemporary Christian Services
Sunday, 10 a.m. and 9 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel
Traditional Christian Services
Sunday, 10:30 a.m., building 506 and 7 p.m.,
Zone 1 Chapel
General Protestant Services
Sunday, 10 a.m., Zone 6 Chapel 
Gospel Worship
Sunday, 2:15 p.m., Zone1 Theater 
Saturday, 7 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel
Friday, 7 p.m., Zone 6 Chapel
Episcopal/Lutheran
Saturday, 3 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday, 10 a.m., Zone 1 Chapel
Spanish Protestant Worship and Studies
Sunday, 11:30 a.m., Zone 6 Chapel 
Latter Day Saints
Sunday, 5:30 p.m., Zone 2 Chapel
POC Master Sgt. Randall Palmer, 430-6127
Islam Jumu’ah
Friday, noon , Zone 1 Chapel

Weekly Events: Doha
Sunday
Spa Day, 11 a.m. at Marble Palace
Sports Night, 10 p.m. at Frosty’s
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Doha movie scheduleShuttle bus schedule

WED, Nov. 10 1730 SUSPECT ZERO
2000 BOURNE SUPREMACY

THU, Nov. 11 1730 EXORCIST, THE BEGINNING
2000 COLLATERAL

FRI, Nov. 12 1730 SHARK TALE
2000 SUPER BABIES, BABY GENIUSES

SAT, Nov. 13 1400 NO MOVIE
1730 VANITY FAIR
2000 SHARK TALE

SUN, Nov. 14 1400 SHARK TALE
1730 VANITY FAIR
2000 SHARK TALE

MON, Nov. 15 1730 COOKOUT
2000 SHARK TALE

TUE, Nov. 16 1730 VANITY FAIR
2000 COOKOUT

WED, Nov. 17 1730 ANACONDAS, THE HUNT FOR THE BLOOD ORCHID
2000 TAXI

For more information, call 965.974.6174

Events: Victory
Wednesday
Spades Tournament, 7 p.m. at MWR tent
Thursday
Military Movie Night, 7 p.m. at MWR tent
Friday
Hip Hop Night, 7 p.m. at MWR tent
Wednesday
Foosball Tournament, 7 p.m. at MWR tent

Events: Buehring
Thursday
Dominoes, 7 p.m. at the MWR bunker
Tuesday
Jeopardy, 7 p.m. at the MWR bunker

Events: Virginia
Thursday
Country Singer Blake Stamper, 7 p.m. PX Square

Bible Studies: Arifjan
Sunday, 9 p.m., Zone 2 DFAC
Monday, 7 p.m., Arlington Chapel
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel, Room 13
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Zone 2 Chapel
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Arlington Chapel
Wednesday, 8 p.m., Camden DFAC
Thursday, 7 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel, Rms. 9 and 13
Saturday, 6 p.m., Zone 1 Chapel, Room. 13
For more info. call Zone 1 Chapel at 430-1387
If in urgent need of a chaplain call cell 980-4894.
If you have an event you want listed in this sec-
tion of the Desert Voice or that you think might
make a good story, please contact the Desert
Voice editor at the e-mail on the back cover.
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by Lt. Col. Michael Verrett, theater container manager, CFLCC C4

StrongSoldier Competition
Nov. 27 at Camp Arifjan
It’s an eight-event competition among five-man
teams of servicemembers from any branch of serv-
ice and any country. Each team must have one
female.

The preliminaries will be on Nov. 20 at 9 a.m. at
the Camp Arifjan Zone 1 Sports Field. This will be
a process of elimination competition to find the
top teams to compete Nov. 27 at 10 a.m. at the
Camp Arifjan Zone 1 Sports Field. Entries are due
Nov. 18.
The competition is open to all camps. You can pick
up entry forms at fitness centers at the following
places: Camp Arifjan, Camp Buehring, Camp Doha,
Camp Victory and Ali Al Saleem Air Base.

E-Mail questions to Chief Warrant Officer John
Robinson at john.robinson@kuwait.army.mil.

Military Innocence
by Spc. Sharanda Hardy, 348th Personnel Group

In a world where children grow up fast, compassion and forgiveness
of carefree days never last in a world where adults forever chase a
youthful dream; ruthlessness and superiority of monetary endeavors
make the mind and heart of the soul scream.

Seekers of good or gold, all find one place to behold their innocence
murdered and epiphanies gone awry, to take from liberated homes by
the impetuous goodbye.  Yet, still be ill. Seekers of million or minions all
find one place to uphold their military magnificence and epitomize the
elite, to give oppressed homes to the furies of Hell's sleet.

In a world where seekers actually stand under the maturity disguise,
those that actually understand are truly wise.


