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Saddam Is gone; work goes on

Story by Spc. Bronwyn M. Meyer

TIKRIT, Irag—"“Why do you guysonly speak English
whenwearetryingto arrest you?’ aSoldier from G
Troop, 10th Cavary Regiment asked an Iragi man
while scrambling for hisArabic language handbook.

After thelanguage barrier had been broken, the
Iragi man presented the troopswith hisAK-47 assault
riflewhile hishousewasbeing searched duringa
daytimeraid.

After hunting specific targetsduring atwo-month
stint of operationsin Bayji and Tharthar, the scouts of
G Troop, 10" Cavalry Regiment, whichispart of 1%
Brigade Combat Team, moved back to Tikritin
January —the samecity they had previoudy operated
infor eight months.

Beforereturning permanently, theunit aso played a
sgnificant rolein Operation Red Dawn, which resulted
inthe capture of former Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein
Dec. 13.

Thetroop’smissioninTikritisto protect the4™

Photo bySpc BronwynM Meyer
Soldiers from G Troop, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team rush down the stairs of an Iraqi building during
a daytime raid in Tikrit, Iraq Jan. 5, 2004.

Infantry Division headquartersat Forward Operating
BaseIronhorse by conducting raidsand patrolsin
eastern Tikrit. Thedivison’sheadquarterspalace,
which overlooksthecity of Tikrit, hasbeen thetarget
--SCOUT continued on page 4

Weapons, exploswes mark IED ring

— Photo by 'Staft Sgt. David Benntt
Soldiers from 5th Engineer Battalion search an orange grove Jan 12, 2004,
after Coalition forces discovered a bounty of weapons and bomb making material
buried in a rural village in Taji, Iraq.

Story by Staff Sgt. David Bennett
TAJl, Irag—Atipfroman Iraq
informer led Coalitionforces Jan.
12, to alarge bounty of weapons
and explosiveshiddeninanorange
grovelocated afew milesfrom
Forward Operating Base Gunner.
Teamingwith Macedonian
Specia Forcestroops, members of
5" Engineer Battaion unearthed
rockets, mortar roundsand plastic
explosvesfrom shalow holesin
therurd village. Thediscovery
struck alargeblow to insurgents
who have waged numerous attacks
againg Codlitionforcesinthe
agricultura community, said Lt.
Col. Anthony Funkhouser, battaion
--CACHE continued on page 5
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64th CSG receives combat patch

Story by Sgt. Christopher Carney  Support Group, whichisassigned  receivetheright shoulder patch of
CAMPSPEICHER, TIKRIT, Iraq totheTask Forcelronhorse, stood the4™ Infantry Division Jan. 9.
— Soldiersfrom the 64" Corps under cloudy skiesandlight rainto Despitethedreary westher at
- : the Camp Speicher stadium,

y the Soldiersfrom Fort

' Hood and various Guard

and Reserveunitswereall
amilesafter theceremony
recognizing their support of
Task Forcelronhorse
during Operation Iragi
Freedom.

Nearly 400 Soldiers—
representing about 3,600
total —were present for the
ceremony. All could not
attend because of ongoing
missons

The64™smissionisto
providedirect support to 4"
ID, whichbeganeven
beforeeither unit was

. >
. . Photo by Sgt. Christopher Carney mobl I |Zaj from For-t Hood’
Member of the 64th Corps Support Group display the colors during the ceremony Jan.

9, 2004, in which the support group received the 4th Infantry Division combat patch. --PATCH continued on page 5
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Soldiers with a SIPRnet connection and
valid user ID and log-on can access the
Ironhorse Desert News.

Most SIPRnet computers have the 4" 1D
splash-page set as their homepage. From
there, soldiers can select the digital
dashboard link.

After entering their user-name and
password, soldiers are presented with
different section selections.

Click on the link, “Division Staff” and
then “PAO". Photo by Sgt. Troy Chatwin

From there, a heading labeled “News- After hours of early morning raids Jan.1, 2004, Staff Sgt. Charles Jackson,
paper” will appear. By right clicking the link of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 67th Armor

and opening the link in a new window, . . . . .
coldiers can read the latest edition. Regiment, rests behind his .50-caliber machine gun.
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Steel rain washes away fear

Story by Sgt. Troy Chatwin

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARHORSE,
BAQUBAH, Irag—It wasnot too long ago when
Soldiersof Task Forcelronhorse's2™ Brigade
Combat Team, occupying Forward Operating Base
Warhorse, visited the chow hall or theMorae, Wel-
fareand Recreation building with aheightened sense
of awareness.

It wascommon for anti-Coalition forcestofire
mortar round after mortar round at the basesinthe
areaonce daylight dissipated. Some of thetroops
began referringto thebase as“ Mortar Horse.”

When the brigade brought the big guns of B Battery
39 Battalion, 16" Field Artillery Regiment to thefight
however, thingschanged.

“Whenever insurgentsfiremortars, weareableto
put steel rain back ontop of them,” said Staff Sgt.
David Friedrich, chief of the Paladin section of B
Battery.

Now, Soldierswalk acrossthe base with anew
senseof security.

Moreimportantly, in abase camp that hashad 74
mortar attacksinthelast few months, that frequency is
reducing.

“They used to shoot 10to 15 roundsat usand
nobody fired back,” said Spc. Carl Batson, an
artillerymanworking inthebattaion’sfiredirection

Photo by Sgt. Troy Chatwin
Participating in a crew drill, Cpl. Jason Young, a first cannoneer with B
Battery, 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery Regiment, rehearses placing a
155mm projectile through the breech of a M109 Paladin, Jan.1, 2004.

control center anda
native of Easton, Md.
“Now we shoot back
andthey canonly get
oneor two rounds
off. It feelsgood
beinginthecamp
during an attack and
hearing theseguns
shooting back.”

Aswithindividud
fighting positionsand
crew-served weap-
ons, the batteries of
3-16 FA areplaced
onvariouscampsto
provideconverging
sectorsof fire.

“Thesegunscan’t
fireif theenemy
positionistoo close
tothecamp,” said
Friedrich. “ That'swhy we have overlapping coverage
and sectorsof fire.”

Typically, asubordinate unit or the brigadewill
request fire support from the battalion. Once ap-
proved and thetarget isidentified, thefiredirection
control center will verify thelocation
agan.

“Wedon’'t want to shoot friendliesor
innocent people,” said Batson. “Themain
thing issafety —to makesureweare
shooting safe.”

After verifying thetargeting data, the
FDC sendsthegunsto befired ames-
sage containing items such asthetype of
round, thetype of fuse, and the size of
chargeto useinorder to hit thedesired
objective.

“Weload the 100 pound round, orient
onthetarget, and—big gunsgo boom!”
said Friedrich.

Although themodern weapon system
iscapableof hitting itstarget withround

-- GUNS continued on page 6

Photo by Sgt. Troy Chatwin
In the battalion fire direction
control center for 2nd BCT, Spc.
Carl Batson from Easton, Md.,
and Spc. Jonathan Keel from
Trenton, N.J. receive call for fire
missions and pass along firing
details to guns in the battery,
Jan. 1, 2004.
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of mortar fire.

Scouring the streets of Hussaein’'shometown, the
scoutshunt insurgentsand illegal weaponsinan
effort to safeguard Soldiersand Iragji residents
under their charge.

“Wetry totakeprideinour divisonand make
surethat everyoneissafe,” said Sgt. Roderick
Middlebrooks, anativeof LakeProvidence, La,
and atruck commander with G Troop.

Lacking tanksor Bradley Fighting Vehicles, G
troop usestheir highly mobileHumveesdo their
mISSOI’lS Photo! y pc BronwynM Meyer

Alwaysontheready, thescoutscanbegeared  siaff Sgt. Thomas Darden, a senior scout of G Troop, 10th

up and at thefront gate within five minutesof Cavalry Regiment 1st, Brigade Combat Team, searches for
receiving amission, said Staff Sgt. Thomas weapons in an orchard in Tikrit, Iraq Jan 5, 2004.
Darden, senior scout for Second Platoon, nick- aresometimesstrong armed or bribedintotheillegal
named the Black Sheep. acts.
At night, G Troop watchesthe headquarters “What arethey goingto do?’ Darden asked. “ They
complex, knownasDivisonMain, whiledsopatrol-  arejust apoor family.”
ling surrounding aress, said Darden, anative of Recently, scouts have found stashes of weapons
Knoxville, Tenn. - hiddenin holes, under long grass,
Duringtheday, the and eventiedtotrees.
unit pursuespriority G Troopisalight and quick
targetsand searches force, and the scouts Humvees,

homesthat |ook
suspicious—including

which arewithout any form of
armor, offer minima protectionto

backyardsand or- themintheheart of the Sunni

chardswhere weap- Triangle

onsmight beburried The Soldiershave beenam-

or otherwise hidden. bushed eight or ninetimessince
Dardensaid he taking control of thearea. Insur-

hopestheseongoing = Photoby Spc-Bronni vever  gJeNtS target the non-armored

effortswill discourage A scoutfrom G Troop, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 1St yehjclesingtead of heavily armored
insurgentsfromhiding Brigade Combat Team, guards two Iraqis as Soldiers convoys.

search their house in Tikrit, Iraqg, Jan. 5, 2004. . .
weapons. Theinsurgents tecticsarealso

“If we' renot watching at night, thenduringtheday  evolving and becoming more of athresat to troops
weareactively searching out weapons,” Dardensaid.  operatinginthearea

“WEe rejust |l etting them know that we' re hereand “It seemslikethe better we get, the smarter they
we reaggressive.” get,” said the scout. “ The guysthat are conducting

Trampling through largeorchards, searchingtrees  these attacksare precise, patient, and worst of all,
and loosely packed soil for weapon caches, thework  whenthey do strike, they strike hard blows.”

can betedious. Despitethethreat, the scouts continuewith their
“Itisredly ashotinthedark,” Dardensaid. “Half ~ missionthat, because of the seriousnessinvolved,

thetimeit paysoff, and we Il find something.” requires awareness, patience and persistence.
Usudly thefamily that livesand worksinthe “Itisunforgiving,” said Darden. “Thereisno

orchard doesnot own the orchard. Family members second chance.”
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said Command Sgt. Mg. Shirley A. Pharris, 64"
sergeant magjor.

The 64" CSG ismade up of transportation,
maintenance, quartermaster and support units.

“Thisgroup knowsthismission. We havebeena
part of thetask force sincebeforethewar started,”
said Col. Thomas J. Richardson, group commander.

“Beforeyou standsadedi cated, disciplined and
motivated group of Soldiersthat comesfromall walks
of lifeand from across section of America—active,
Reserve, and National Guard,” Richardsontoldthe
guestsat the ceremony.

“Of the 23 compani esrepresented today, only six
belong to Fort Hood,” Richardson said.

January 19, 2004
hesaid.

During the course of operations, the 64" has
delivered 16 million medls, 15.2 million bottles of
water, and 23 milliongalonsof fuel. They have
produced over 32 million gallonsof water. Including
operationsall throughout Irag, the unit hasaccounted
for millionsof milesdriven.

Working in thisdangerousenvironment thegroup
has sustained morethan 60 enemy attacks, mostly
improvised explosive devicesand small armsfire,
Richardsonsaid.

“Twenty-six Soldierswerewounded but thankfully
therehavebeen nofatdlities,” hesaid.

Thegroup’'s Soldiers*”live upto the groups motto:
‘ProvideForward,’” hesaid. “They aretruly steadfast

All havejoined together to performtheir mission,

and loyal to the combat Soldiersthey support.”

--CACHE from page 1
commander.
Two lragiswere arrested on
suspicion of making |EDs.
Duringthefirst day, Soldiers

“There is no doubt
in my mind that
this was the place
in Taji that they

were making IEDs.”
--Sgt. 1st Class Keith Kempke

recovered 418 C5M rockets, 260
rocket propelled grenades, 250 82
mm mortar rounds, 65 120 mm
mortar rounds, nine 155 mm
artillery rounds, ahandful of AK-
47 assault rifles, and 2,000 rounds
of smdl aamsammunition.

Thehaul alsoincluded 16 cases
containing amost 1,700 sticks of
plastic explosives. Funkhouser said
just onestick isenough to make
threestandard IEDs.

Thesgnificant amount of
explosivemateria found marksthe
rural neighborhood asahot spot
for bomb-making activity inthe

Desert News

area, said Sgt. 1% ClassKeith
Kempke, operationsnoncommis-
sioned officer of the 754" Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal Company
from Grayling, Mich.

Hesaid theamount indicatesa
well-organized supply and produc-
tion systemfor thefabrication of
|IEDs.

“Thereisno doubtinmy mind
that thiswastheplacein Tqji that
they weremaking IEDs,” Kempke
sad.

Searchersat thesiteaso
recovered asophisticated timing
devicethat hasrarely beenseenin
theater thusfar, Kempkesaid. The
timer can be used with aremote
control, and can berigged witha
collapsiblecircuit that detonatesthe
bomb if someonetriesto defuseit.

Working frominformation
provided by aformer regime
insder, Macedonian Specia
Forces soldiersscoured thearea.

“Our firg target wasonly the
house, (but) we know that terror-
istswant to put stuff in backyards,”
said 1% Sgt. Aleksndar Angelovski,
amember of the Macedonian team
that discovered the buried weap-

KX

onry.

After reconnoiteringinand
around the house, the M acedonian
troopscalled in membersof the
engineer battalionto scour the
grounds.

“Oncethey redized thesize of
thecache, wewerecalled to
provide security and themine
detector team ontheground,” said
1% Lt. Donovan Peterson, a
platoon leader with 5" Engineer
Battaion.

“It'san orchard area, soyou
haveto haveanideawhat you're
looking for,” added Funkhouser.

Subsequent digging revealed
variousitemshiddenintheorange
grove. Theengineersneeded large
trucksto carry all of theweapons
andexplosives.

“Except for therifles, everything
elsewill bedestroyed,”
Funkhouser said.

Thechanceof eiminating one
|ED off aroadway isimportant.
Scoringsuchabigblowisa
triumphindeed, said Kempke, a
nativeof Cincinnati, Ohio.

“Wetook out somekey sup-
pliesto thebomb makers,” hesaid.
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Restored tank recaptures glory

Story by Spc. Samuel A. Soza Tohavea
FORWARD OPERATINGBASE  pieceof Ameri-
RAIDER, TIKRIT, Iraqg—Stand-  canequipment
ing at the main gate of Forward provedtheir
Operating Base Raider, aWorld dominance,
War |1 Sherman tank, captured added the
andrestored by Soldiersof the1*  CorpusChridti,
Brigade Combat Team, keepsa Texas, native.
congant vigil. The Sherman
Thetank wasfound aonga tank wasin
main highway at the beginning of good condition
thewar, at an abandoned Iragi whenitwas
armored vehicle school near found. Themost
Forward Operating Base Speicher.  notabledamage
By theorder of Col. James wasinthe
Hickey, commanding officer for 1  tracks. Accord-

BCT, 4" Infantry Division, the
vintage Sherman tank was|oaded
onto aheavy equipment transport
trailer and taken to FOB Raider,
whereit wasrestored by mechan-
icsfrom the 4" Forward Support
Battdion.

“Tothelragis, it wasasymbol
of superiority over our armor
based on what they thought
Americahad,” said Capt. Andy
Sanchez, commander for 1%
Brigade Headquartersand Head-
quarter Company, 4" [nfantry
Divison.

damage.

background.

ing to Sanchez, themechanics
welded astedl plateto the cor-
roded tracksto compensatefor the

TheM4-A3HV SS Sherman
tank wasoneof themost widely
producedinitstime, said Sanchez,
who hasamechanized infantry

Its present weapon systems
consist of 2105 mm cannon, two
.30-caliber machine-gunsanda
U.S.-made, .50-caliber machine-
gun, which was captured sepa-
rately fromthelragi Army, and

Photo by Spc. Samuel A. Soza
Staff Sgt. Gary E. Barnhart, a noncommissioned officer in
charge of the 610th Engineer Detachment’s terrain team,
1st Brigade Combat Team, poses in front of the M4-A3HVSS
Sherman tank, which 1st BCT captured and restored at
Camp Raider, Irag, Jan. 5, 2004.

later mounted atop theturret.

Whenthe4" Infantry Division
redeployslater thisyear, thetank
will most likely betaken back to be
displayed at amuseum at Fort
Hood, said Sanchez.

Withitspristinehull, origina
engineand full compliment of
weapons, thevintage Shermanis
an eloquent symbol of pridefor the
Soldiersof the1¢ BCT.

“Tousit symbolizestaking back
what rightly belongsto us—repatri-
ating our equipment, if youwill,”
Sanchez said.

--GUNS from page 3

after round up to 30 kilometersaway, the howitzer,
which can provideillumination and suppressivefire,
hasnot changed much over the past century.

“Weareloading and firing thishowitzer the same
way it hasbeenfor thelast 100 years,” said Friedrich.
“Itisthewell-trained crew that getstheroundsout fast
and safe.”

Thebattalionisadept at crater analysisto deter-
minewheretheincoming round camefrom and what
type of round wasfired, so that information can be
sent up the chain of command.

“Thewingsinthecrater will determinethedirection

of fireand thecrater will tell ustheangle of descent,”
6

said the senior-enlisted artillerymaninthebattalion,
wishing not to beidentified further. “Oncel know the
typeof roundfired, | can determinethetimeof flight
andtdl just whereit camefrom.”

Thesetechniquesare used by experienced
artillerymen acrossthe Task Force lronhorse area of
operationsto neutralizeindirect firethredts.

Coal. David R. Hogg, the brigade commander from
Omaha, Neb., saidthe*king of battle” isperforming
onalivestageasit was meant.

“1t’sgood to be ableto shoot the big boom when
you needit,” said Hogg. “Whenwereceiveincoming
fireand you hear our gunsreturnfire, you know the
bad guysaregoing awvay.”
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FOB Ironhorse
Religious Services

Sunday:

0930 -- Protestant

1100 --  Gospd

1300 --  Cahdlic

1800 --  PraiseandWorship

1800 -- LDS

Wednesday:

1900 --  BibleStudy

1900 --  Family HomeEvening
(LDSIinCMOC)

Friday:

1230 --  Mudim

1900 --  BibleStudy (124th
Signd Battdion
palace)

Sports Bar Happenings
Mondays  Country and Western
Tuedays  Footbal
Wednesdays. Oldiesbut Goodies
Thurdays  Variety Night
Fridays R&B
Saturdays.  LatinNight
Sundays LiveFootbal

FREE hot dogs, hambur g-

ers, chipsand friesat Desert

Cafe, every night, 1930-2330

Open Sun. - Thurs.: 2000-2400
Fri.-Sat..  2000-0100

Aerobics Classes
Aerobicsclassesareoffered at
the lronhorse Resort Sports Bar.
ClassestakeplaceMon.,
Wed., Fri. and Sat., 0600-0730.
For moreinformation, contact
1st Lt. Richardson at 534-9865.

s
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Freedom Radio

Armed ForcesRadio and
Television Servicecan now be
heard on 93.3 FM, playing the hits
of yesterday and today.
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Reunion/Suicide

Prevention Briefs

Briefswill now beheld oncea
week, Wednesday at 1000 in the
Chapel/MovieTheater at the Task
Force Ironhorse Resort.

Briefsmust be given beforea
soldier goes on mid-tour leave.

Emergency individual briefings
can be arranged through the
chaplain’soffice.
Desert News
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Sick Call Hours

Sick call isheld every Monday
through Friday, 0800-1000 and
Saturday, 0800-1200 at the aid
dation.

Theaid stationisclosed Satur-
day afternoon and Sunday, except
for emergencies.

Dental appointmentscan be
made during sick call on Mondays.

For emergencies, call 534-
0161.

Update DEERS info

Reservistsand members of the
Nationa Guard who weredeployed
or extended in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom, should updatetheir
informationfor their family members
inthe Defense Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System.

Asmany as55,000 soldiersand
morethan 95,000 family members
will be affected when current identi-
fication cardsexpire. Alongwithre-
newing ID cards, members should
update DEERSinformationto reflect
serviceextensons.

Familiescanconfirmdigibility by
calling 1-800-538-9552; or 1-800-
334-4162 in Cdifornia; or 1-800-
527-5602 inAlaskaand Hawaii.

Familiescanfind cardissuing
facilitiesat the Rapids Sitel ocator
web page:
http:/AMww.dmdc.osd.mil/rd.
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Worild News

-SAN FRANCISCO- If yourunintotroubleinthis
city, look toawoman for help. Mayor Gavin Newsom
named Assi stant Police Chief Heather Fong ashispick
for interim police chief Sunday, two daysafter he
sworein Joanne Hayes-White asthecity’sfirst
womanfirechief.

If the city’s Police Commission confirmsthe 26-
year veteran’s appoi ntment thisweek asexpected,
San Franciscowill havetheraredistinction of having
women lead itstwo key public safety departments.
-PASADENA, Cdif. - TheCdifornialngtitute of
Technology ismaking alittlegreen off thered planet.
Caltech, which runsthe Jet Propulsion L aboratory for
NASA, patented thetwinroversit sent to investigate

thesurface of Mars, andislicensing their imagesfor
commercia use.

Modelsof thesix-wheeled Spirit rover aredready
on storeshelves. Caltech hasinked threedealsso far
and expects perhapsthree more.

-LONDON - A huge British archive of World War 11
aerid reconnai ssance photos, including picturesof the
D-Day landingsin Normandy, isto go onthe Internet
on Monday.

Under thedigitalization project announced Saturday,
some5 million Royal Air Force photos of Western
Europewill beavailableto the publicontheWeb site
www.evidenceincamera.co.uk., archivistssaid. The
sitedid not appear to be accessible on Saturday.

sports

NFL Playoffs Anaheim 14-20-7-5, 40
New England 24, Indianapolis 14
Carolina 14, Philadelphia 3 NHL Scores

Sunday, Feb. 1

Super Bowl XXXVIII, 6:25 p.m. (ET)

NHL Standings

Eastern Conference

Sunday, Jan. 18
Atlanta 5, Carolina 2

Washington 4, Pittsburgh 3
Los Angeles 2, Chicago 1
Edmonton 1, Columbus 1

Atlantic W-L-T-OTL, Pts

Philadelphia 22-10-10-5,59  NBA Standings

New Jersey 22-11-10-1, 55

NY Islanders 21-19-4-1, 47 Eastern Conference
NY Rangers 18-16-7-4,47 Atlantic

Pittsburgh 11-27-5-3,30 New Jersey 2117
Northeast Boston 20-22
Toronto 24-12-8-3,59 Philadelphia 18-22
Ottawa 24-11-7-3,58 New York 18-24
Montreal 23-16-6-2, 54 Miami 16-24
Boston 20-12-10-4,54 Washington 11-28
Buffalo 18-23-5-1, 42 Orlando 10-31
Southeast Central

Tampa Bay 21-16-6-1,49 Indiana 31-11
Atlanta 19-21-4-2, 44 Detroit 28-13
Florida 15-19-10-2, 42 New Orleans 23-17
Carolina 15-19-9-2, 41 Milwaukee 22-18
Washington 13-26-5-2, 33 Toronto 20-18
Western Conference Cleveland 13-27
Central W-L-T-OTL,pts  Chicago 12-28
Detroit 27-13-5-2, 61 Atlanta 12-29
St. Louis 24-13-6-1, 55 Western Conference
Nashville 22-16-6-2, 52 Midwest

Chicago 11-23-7-5, 34 Minnesota 26-12
Columbus 12-24-6-3,33 San Antonio 26-14
Northwest Dallas 24-16
Colorado 25-11-7-2, 59 Houston 23-16
Vancouver 25-13-7-2,59 Denver 23-18
Calgary 22-15-4-3,51 Memphis 21-18
Minnesota 16-17-14-0, 46 Utah 21-18
Edmonton 18-20-7-1, 44 Pacific

Pacific Sacramento 28-9
San Jose 20-11-11-4,55 LA Lakers 25-12
Dallas 20-19-8-0, 48 Seattle 19-19
Los Angeles 16-14-10-5, 47 LA Clippers 16-21
Phoenix 16-14-13-2, 47 Portland 16-22
8

Golden State 16-23 and not be able to go further, it
Phoenix 14-26 hurts.”

Rookie Ricky Manning Jr. hurt the
NBA Scores Eagles most, getting three

Sunday, Jan. 18

San Antonio 109, Boston 92
Phoenix 96, Portland 92
Denver 88, Miami 80

Panthers advance to

Super Bowl ...
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The Carolina
Panthers celebrated as if they've
done this before.

The Philadelphia Eagles dressed in
stunned silence, something they've
certainly done before.

The upstart Panthers became the
latest team to torment the Eagles,
winning a 14-3 shocker that ended
with an injured Donovan McNabb
watching helplessly from the sideline.

“We have a bunch of strong-willed
guys, and they keep swinging their
sword until they get it done,” said
Panthers coach John Fox, who
engineered the remarkable
turnaround from a 1-15 record two
years ago.

In two weeks, on Feb. 1, the
Panthers will face New England for
the NFL title.

“They aren’t going to be denied,”
Fox said.

For the third straight year, the
Eagles were denied their first trip to
the Super Bowl since 1981. This one
was particularly hurtful.

“It's going to be hard to swallow
again,” McNabb said, “To think about
this all of the off-season again and
try to get over this hurdle. ...

“For us to get here three times

interceptions against McNabb, who
suffered separated rib cartilage on a
second-quarter sack.

... to face the Patriots
FOXBORO, Mass (AP) — On a cold
day in New England, Ty Law and the
Patriots put Peyton Manning on ice.

Law intercepted the previously
flawless Colts quarterback three
times, Rodney Harrison added
another, and the Patriots beat
Indianapolis 24-14 to advance to
their second Super Bowl in three
seasons. Jarvis Green had three of
New England’s four sacks as the
constant pressure made the NFL’s
co-MVP look very average.

Had New England been able to
score down close, it would have been
no contest. The Patriots had only
one TD, settled for five field goals
by Adam Vinatieri and lost the ball at
the Indy 5 early in the fourth quarter
when Tom Brady threw his first
interception in 10 home games this
season.

“To go out and pick, pick, pick a
guy that everybody was building up.
It was huge for us,” Harrison said,
referring to Manning, who threw eight
touchdowns with no interceptions in
playoff wins over Denver and
Kansas City.

The Colts never really got going
Sunday until it was too late to do
anything against a defense that held
Marvin Harrison, one of the game’s
leading receivers, to three catches
for 19 yards.
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