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By Staff Sgt. Nate Orme,
3rd PERSCOM PAO

CAMP WOLVERINE,
Kuwait--If the soldiers of
the 28th Personnel
Services Battalion wore a
different hat for every task
they manage, they would
easily have a dozen of
them.

The Fort Indiantown
Gap, Pa., unit arrived in
theater April 12 last year
and immediately went into |
action, first setting up and |
operating a joint military
mail terminal SJMMT) to
process the deluge of mail
for troops serving in
Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Later, the unit took over
operations to process thou-
sands of military members
into and out of theater.

"When we first hit

one million pounds of mai

a day," said Lt. Col. Larry Oakes, commander of the 28th PSB,
of the mail operation. "That put us as being one of the busiest
mail terminals in the world." As many as four 747 cargo planes
worth of mail arrived everyday into Kuwait during the early

stages of the war, added Oakes.

{ments from the other branches
of the military, found a loca-
tion to set up its terminal at a
Kuwaiti military base located
near the airport, since the
~#Moriginal Camp Doha mail

A facilities were inadequate for
Jthe amount of mail being
M received.
: "We were the entry point
i for all mail into theater until

jJuly, when the IMMT in
Baghdad opened and began
distributing to points in Irag,"
Oakes said.
One unanticipated job with
which the unit had to contend
was maintaining all the con-
tracts required while operating
the mail terminal in order. The
terminal required a multitude
of different contractors to

Deployed soldlers are scanne mto theater by soldiers from the 105th Personnel come in and install air condi-
country, we were averagln? Services Detachment, a subunit of the 28th PSB at Camp Wolverine, Kuwait.

tioning, build sleeping quar-
ters, drive mail tractor trailers,
receive supplies from the U.S. Postal Service, and eventually to
replace most of the military personnel with contracted civilian
employees.

"We almost needed to have a contract department to maintain
ongoing contracts," said Oakes. "It was also a (See 28th, p.3)

MLK day celebrated through words and music at Arifjan

honorary member of the Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity.
After the program, (See MLK, p.3)

By Sgt. Major Ron Castine, 377th PAO

In honoring the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Camp Arifjan commem-
orated the holiday with moving gospel
singing, solemn renditions of the Nobel
Laureate's most memorable speeches, and
a candlelight march around the base.

The Morale, Welfare and Recreation
(MWR) department sponsored event fea-
tured Soldiers utilizing their musical and
oratory talents to convey Dr. King's phi-
losophy of confronting social injustices
through peaceful protest.

The program was opened with a
prayer from LTC David Lee, Arifjan
Chaplain with the 226th ASG. Brig. Gen.
Michael Diamond, Commanding General
of the 377th TSC gave a history of the
holiday. SFC John Pevy of the 450th
Movement Control Bn read King's biogra-
phy. The "Total Praise" gospel choir
entertained the audience with two musical

selections. Staff Sgt. Robert Coleman,
gave his interpretation of the MLK's "I
Have a Dream" speech. Master Sgt.
Gilder Love, 377th 4
TSC and one of [
the organizers of
the program, read
her poem,
"Standing Tall" by
Jamie McKenzie. |
The "I've Been to
the Mountaintop"
speech of Dr.

King was recited
by Sgt. Maj. Ron
Castine, 377th
TSC. 1LT Jovon
Perry, 461st PSB,
concluded the pro-
gram with an
acknowledgement
to Dr. King as an
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Lt. Col. David Lee, 226th ASG chaplain, addrsses an audience
during Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday commemoration held
Jan. 19 at the Arifjan Zone 2 MWR stage.
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® Spotlight

Sgt. Miller named Calif. Runner-up
Teacher of the Year 2002-03

By Sgt. Maj. Ron Castine,
377th PAO

Suppose you're a teacher -
a very good teacher. Suppose
you won an award for being a
very good teacher, but you are
more than 10,000 miles away
from your school. Well, this
is what happened to Sgt.
Michelle Miller, supply ser-
geant with the 378th Corps
Support Bn. (CSB). Asa
fifth-grade teacher at the
Madison Elementary School
in Indio, CA, she was named

Runner-Up Teacher of the

S Q  |Year for the state of California

for 2002-2003.
"It is an honor to even be

' considered,” said the Palm
% _4{/14&, U.S. AR_MY Desert, Calif(?lrnia native. "l

- : was shocked," when she
received the news from her husband, J.R. "I knew about the state com-
petition but | did not think I would be in the running,"” she added.

J.R. received his spouse's certificate for outstanding performance
because she's here at Camp Arifjan working in the 377th TSC's G3 sec-
tion. However, the fifth year teacher was able to communicate with her
former students via e-mail. She also had the opportunity to spend time
with her students during her R & R leave in December.

Now don't let the "Runner-Up" title fool you. Before her recognition
as the second-best teacher in the state that has 58 school districts and
9,100 public schools (CDE Dataquest), Miller won "Teacher of the Year"
awards for the Desert Sands Unified School District and Riverside
County.

To some, Miller's acknowledged teaching skills are not a matter of
coincidence. She's a third generation educator in her family. Her father,
Kim McLaughlin is a former teacher and a current principal in the same
district. Colette, her mother, worked as a teacher before becoming an
architect. Her paternal grandfather served as a teacher, principal and
retired as a Superintendent. Betty McLaughlin, her grandmother, was a
retired schoolteacher.

Miller credits her with providing the inspiration for becoming a
teacher. "She told me, 'Find a job that you like and you'll never work
again." "l love my job (of teaching). | actually get a chance to see the
future and to take part in it," says Miller.

She looks forward to returning to her classroom, her school and her
students.

Soldier Talk

What is one of the first
things you’ll do when you
return home?

Take a vaca-
tion to Inn of
the Mountain
Gods Ski
Resort in New
Mexico.
Gloria Bowman
DOD Civilian,
AMC

Take my daugh-
ters, Keamber
and Malika, to
the park and
watch them play.

Staff Sgt. Allynda
Mallard
377th TSC

Take a vaca-
tion with my
son to Disney
World.

Spc. Tonya
Shepeard
803rd QM

Waterski on
Lake
Panorama
back home in
lowa.

Spc. Dan
Wagner
1168th Trans.

- Get out of the
| Army and get

into the Air

| Force.

Spc. Luis
Villarman
432nd Trans.

{ Spend a lot of
time with fami-
. ly. We want to

B go on acruise.

Spc. Abraham
Morales
719th Trans Co.
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News Briefs

(28th, from p.1) great opportunity to work  [(MLK, from p.1) those in attendance were issued candles, along with T-shirts, and
with the other branches. We had the Air formed a procession that began the candlelight march. The marchers singed songs of
Force there; Marines were working and freedom while parading through Zone2 and Zone 1. It ended where it began, at the
living with us; and we had to interact with  |7546 2 MWR stage.

con%aggor:tsr:gtdtéhgIréuvmvgﬁl ngl'ilt':ta%' 1991 During his description of the MLK holiday, Diamond used the quote, "Dr. King
during Desert Storm did notpaIIO\)//v ship- became a great leader because he cared for not only his people but for all people. He
ment of large packages into theater. This was not just working toward freedoms and equality for African Americans. He was

time, packages up to 70 pounds and 138 working for all people. He was all about equality in a peaceful way."

inches combined length and girth are per- SGT Felicia Wallace, 461st PSB, stated that she enjoyed, "the reading of the 'l
mitted. Although this gave troops much Have a Dream' speech, the singing by both choirs and participating in the march."”
more freedom while mailing, it obviously Lillian Quehl, Kellogg Brown & Root MWR Specialist, was the primary organizer
put more strain on the system, said Oakes. |of the event. "The program was a success, thanks to the efforts of MSG Gilder Love.
Much of that policy fell on the shoul-  fshe made sure everything was in place.” She added, "There was lots of command

ders of the 28th PSB. The nearly 200 hun-

dred unit members, as well as another 300 support, which helped in its success.

subunit soldiers working at camps . Sweet Home
throughout theater, made it work. == Alabama--Ma;j.
(Ij was never prouder OJ beiﬂg a com- Jack Wallace, a
mand sergeant major,"” said 28th PSB f i i
Cmd. Sgt. Maj. William Schlingman of his : AAG oicer with

troops during that time.

Troops were working over 12 hours a Support Group
day in 120 degree heat at the JMMT. News from Mobllle, Ala.,
articles came out that were critical of the ? brought his gar-

mail handling operation in theater. They
struck the terminal's troops hard.

"The articles were definitely wrong,"
said Schlingman. "Soldiers took it very
personally. The reporter (of one article)
wrote about how poor (mail handling) was,
but he never visited. How could he write
about something without investigating the

dening skills with
him to spruce up
~ his tent on Camp
Arifjan. He says
beauty is some-

" thing appreciated
L in quantity as well

conditions? | told our people that we know i — B as quality.

hhow we're doing; how \INe acc?mplishedh v | 2 | iy ;i

the mission. We can't play tit for tat wit W . —— . —

people who don't know." Servicemembers Civil Relief Act" Signed Into Law

Eventually the mail terminal operation ~ New Legislation Will Help Ease Financial, Legal Burdens on Troops
tempo slowed, CSA Ltd. contractors came ~ Called to Active Duty Service ) ) o )
in, and part of the 28th PSB moved over to S\Nashmgton) - President Bush has signed the "Servicemembers Civil Relief
their current location near the Kuwaiti air- ~ Act," new Ieﬁislation to help ease the economic and legal burdens on military

port point of debarkation. personnel called to active duty status in Operation Ira(ﬂ Freedom.

"We took over operations from the Authored by Veterans' Affairs Committee Chairman Chris Smith, the
324th PSB which recently redeployed Servicemembers Civil Relief Act updates and strengthens current civil protec-
home," said battalion executive officer, tions enacted during World War 1l. In addition, the new law contains dozens of

Maj. Desiree Morasco, a cardiac nurse in ?rovisions to assist Soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines to help manage their

her civilian occupation. "We have com- inancial and Iegal obligations while they are away from home in Irag,

ma“td agd control t‘?f thfe R&I%.prograg“: Afghanistan and other locations around the world: )

S{fes R with the deolo men)f "Servicemembers called to active duty or deployed to new duty stations often

and redeployment processes Wegca);] sol-  find it difficult to meet their personal financial and legal obligations in a timely
Y : manner,” said Chairman Smith. "The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act will

g;ggzg%ss"gﬁsei?i\t,geﬁeﬁ?:t 't?]tg Stgaegéi[' we help these brave men and women, as well as their families back home, by

along with the soldiers who traveled strengthening and expanding the current civil relief statute,” he said.

aboard ship while guarding the equip- "For example, servicemembers deploying to new duty stations will have the

ment." ability to terminate automobile leases without having to pay any early termina-
Morasco said a subunit of the 28th tion penalties,”" Smith said. "Furthermore, it will Erevent personal property

PSB, the Reserve's 814th Personnel (such as automobiles) from being repossessed without a specific court order in

Services Company from Starkville, Miss.,  order to take into account their military duty status," he said.
scans units out of country when they rede-  "In addition, it is often difficult for servicemembers to be ph?/sically present
ploy, and another subunit, the Nebraska during civil court proceedings when then they have been called Uﬁ to active
Guard 105th Personnel Services du'%/ or deployed to new duty stations,” Smith said. "To protect their rights,
Detachment, scans soldiers into theater and H.R. 100 wil grovide servicemembers with automatic 90-day stays in civil
assigns holding tents for soldiers during proceedings. Furthermore, if an additional stay is subsequently réquested but
their temporary stay here before heading  denied, the court will be required to appoint a counsel to protect the service-
home or to other camps in theater. member's rights while he remains on active duty," he said. _
poli\é\{/ltir;l the 368-day "boot on ground ;Tpe ﬂe_vvdlaw wi [ even al(ljow the tptOhSSIbmtﬁ/ 0 ﬂier:cn_cleme{nbers reopening
Ater, efault judgments rendered against them when the failure to appear was cause
Ee?ir;sltlhe 28th should be heading home by by mjlitary service. And the civil protections under this law will now also be
P : applied to administrative proceedings, such as licensing and zoning matters,
which are much more common today," said Smith.
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heep herder passed along road . ' el
Every day, mail convoys journey from the Joint Mllltary Mail Terminal at the Baghdad International Airport to Army post offlces throughout
Iraq, like the above one to a camp near Balad. Photos are in sequence, starting clockwise from top left corner. (photos by Staff Sgt. Nate Orme)
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