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CCB Hoa Ky trao tra ky vat cho hoa si Lé Puc Tudn, nquyén can bd Bdo QPND
Cai dep vu'gt Ién bom dan

An American veteran returns artifacts to artist Le Duc Tuan, former cadre of the People’s Army
Newspaper

Beauty Among the Ordnance
People’s Army — Friday, 17/09/2010, 21:22 (GMT+7)

g In trang nay

QDND - Ngay 17-9, tai Bao tang Lich sif quan su’ Viét Nam da dién ra Ié tiép nhan ky vat khang
chién va gidi thiéu cudn nhat ky bang tranh cla hoa si L& Plrc Tudn, nguyén can bd clia Bao
Quén doi nhdn dan, da nghi huu.

People’'s Army — On 17 September, the Vietnam Museum of Military History held a ceremony for
the turnover of wartime artifacts and to introduce the pictorial diary of artist Le Duc Tuan,
former cadre of the People’s Army Newspaper, retired.

Du budi 1& cd: Thugng tudng Nguyén Thé Tri, nguyén Gidm ddc Hoc vién Qudc phong; Trung
tudng Phung Khac Béng, Phd Chu tich HOi Cuu chién binh Viét Nam; 6ng Mi-cha-en Mi-cha-lac,
Pai s dac ménh toan quyén Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam; cung dong dao tudng linh, si quan quan doi,
gia dinh hoa si Lé B¢ Tuan va ban bé than hitu.

Attending the ceremony were: General Nguyen The Tri, former Director of the National
Defense Institute; Lieutenant General Phung Khac Dang, Deputy Director of the Vietnam
Veterans Organization; HE Michael Michalak, American Ambassador to Vietham; many general
officers and other military officers, Le Duc Tuan’s family and friends.

Pau nam 2010, khi Cudc van dong suu tam va gidi thiéu ky vat khang chién dang tdi nhing
cung béc cao trao va chudn bi budc sang giai doan hai thi tir phia Hoa Ky, tudng ba sao luc
quan Uy-li-am R.Pi-d (William R.Peers) da trao tang lai cuén ky hoa, ma theo 6ng la cia mot
chién si giai phong quan Viét Nam da hy sinh trong chién dau.

In early 2010, as the campaign to search for and introduce wartime artifacts was reaching its
pinnacle and preparations for phase two were beginning, from the United States, Lieutenant
General (three-star) William Peers returned a sketchbook, which according to him belonged to a
Vietnamese liberation fighter who died in battle.
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VG&i manh mdi tir cubn ky hoa nay, gidi truyén thong Viét Nam da tim ra tac gia dich thuc la hoa
si Lé Bdc Tuan, cong tac tai Bao Quan doi nhén dén. Su kién nay da dugc nhiéu bao chi khai
thac vdi nhiéu tinh tiét xic dong, ly thd va cau chuyén nhanh chéng dugc lan téa ca tur hai phia
Viét Nam va Hoa Ky. Ngay sau do, Nha xuat ban Thanh nién da nhan dudc quyén ay nhiém
xuat ban cudn sach in tranh ctia hoa si Lé Birc Tuan.

Using the sketchbook as a lead, members of the press found the actual artist, Le Duc Tuan,
who had worked at People’s Army Newspaper. The event was covered by many journalists,
with emotional and interesting details, and the story quickly spread in both Vietnam and
America. Shortly thereafter, the Thanh Nien Publishing House secured the rights to publish a
book reproducing the pictures of artist Le Duc Tuan.
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Da/ 5L/ Hoa Ky IM/-cha -en Mi-cha-lac trao lai nhifng buc ki hoa
cho hoa si Lé Puc Tuén

American Ambassador Michael Michalak returns sketchbook
pages to artist Le Duc Tuan

Dén ngay 11 thang 8 nam 2010, cuu chién binh R6-bst B.Sim-son (Robert B.Simpson)- ngudi
da nhdt dugc cubn ky hoa nay (va sau dé tdng lai cho tuéng ba sao Uy-li-am R.Pi-g) da tim
dugc thém 3 trang ky hoa dudc xé tu tap ky hoa cua hoa si Lé Bdc Tuan. Ong Sim-son da viét
thu gui hoa si Lé Burc Tuan, trong thu cé doan viét: "76/ vo cung thich thu duoc tin cuu chi huy
cua téj, tudng Uy-li-am Pi-0 d& gilf’ Iai phdn chinh cua tdac phdm nghé thudt nay trong sé nhiéu
ky vét dang gid cua 6ng va rang con gai 6ng U.Pi-0 da tim céch trao lai ky vat do cho Viét Nam.
Thét tuyét voi hon nida khi duoc tin 6ng van con séng va khoe manh, nguoc lai voi nhithg gi toi
da nghi... Toi kinh trong 6ng vi 6ng vua la nguoi linh da chién dau ding cam va dong thoi lar la
mot nghé si séng tac mot tdc phdm dep trong chién tranh”.

On 11 August 2010, veteran Robert B. Simpson, the person who had picked up the sketchbook
(and subsequently presented it to General William Peers) discovered three more pages which
had been torn from Le Duc Tuan's sketchbook. Mr. Simpson wrote a letter to Le Duc Tuan,
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including a portion which said: “/t was good to learn that my former commanding general,
Lieutenant General William R. Peers, had kept the main collection among his valued
mementoes, and that his daughter had arranged to have the work returned to Vietnam. It was
especially good to learn that you are, contrary to what | had thought, alive and well...So it is
that I salute you both as a soldier who fought honorably and as an artist who produced beauty
in the midst of conflict.”

Hoa si Lé Puric Tuan va gia dinh danh gia cao nhitng hanh dong tran trong tur phia nhirng cuu
chién binh My. Hoa si L& Blc Tuan noi: “Hom nay téi rét vui mung va cam dong nhén lai duoc
ddy du 112 buc tranh cua toi da bi that lac trong chién tranh hon 40 nam qua. T6i mung vi
cubn nhat ky bang tranh da trd vé tur bén kia ban cdu, mung vi guan hé va su’ hop tac gildia hai
nudc Viét Nam - Hoa Ky d& cd nhithg bubc phat trién tét dep”.

Artist Le Duc Tuan and his family appreciate these sincere actions from American veterans. Le
Duc Tuan said.. “Today I am glad and moved to receive all of my 112 pictures which were lost
during the war over 40 years ago. | am glad because the pictorial diary has returned from
another hemisphere, glad because the relations and cooperation between Vietnam and America
have are developing well.”

Nhan su kién nay, hoa si Lé Burc Tuan da tang ngai Pai si Mi-cha-en Mi-cha—léc birc tranh vé
canh lang qué Viét Nam do 6ng mdi sang tac trong thdi gian gan day. Ong cling nhd ngai bai
si chuyén tdi 6ng Sim-son mot birc tranh 6ng vé vé Tay Nguyén cung vdi I0i cdm 6n sau sac.

On the occasion of this event, Le Duc Tuan presented Ambassador Michael Michalak with a
recent painting he had done of a rural Vietham scene. He also asked the Ambassador to assist
in sending to Robert Simpson a painting he had done of the Western Highlands, along with his
deep thanks.

bai st Mi-cha-en Mi-cha-lac cam kich tru6c su don tiép ndng hau va than &i ctia cuu chién binh

Viét Nam, ciling nhu sy’ trung hgp ngau nhién dén ky la cGa nhiéu su kién, 1ong tran trong cai

dep, nhiing gia tri nhan vdn cua nhitng con nguGi du trong hoan canh khéc liét phai d6i khang

véi nhau van nhan ra cai dep clia nhau. Ong Mi-cha-en Mi-cha-l&c da cé mdt bai phat biéu kha
dai. Ong néi: “Chiéu nay, cung vdi viéc gidi thiéu cuén nhat ky thoi chién tranh cua éng Tuan,
t6i théy ddy la dip phu hop dé théng bao rdng 6ng RG-bdt Sim-son, nguti si quan My d& ciu
cudn nhét ky trong chién tranh, d& tim thay ba trang nhat ky bj thiéu va dé nghj toi chuyén lai
ba trang nhét ky do cho 6ng Tuéan. Ong Sim-son luc do la thiéu ta luc quan Hoa Ky, da tim théy
cubn nhét ky trén chién truong tinh Kon Tum vao ngay 26 thang 3 ném 1968 va chuyén nd dén
chi huy cda 6ng la tuong Uy-li-am Pi-0. Thiéu ta Sim-son da xé ra 3 trang gif vé cho va minh

lam vét luu niém. D6 chinh 1a 3 trang nhét ky ma toi chuyén lai hém nay”.

Ambassador Michael Michalak was appreciative of the warm and cordial reception of Vietham'’s
veterans, as well as this fortuitous convergence of events, in which there is respect for beauty
and humanity despite intense circumstances when people must oppose each other, but can still
recognize beauty in one another. Ambassador Michalak gave a long presentation, in which he
said: “This afternoon, in conjunction with the unveiling of the book on Mr. Tuan's wartime
works of art, | think it is appropriate to announce that Mr. Robert Simpson, the American officer
who saved the sketchbook during wartime, has found three missing sketchbook pages and has
asked me to return them to Mr. Tuan. Mr. Simpson, who was a U.S. Army major at the time,
found the sketchbook on a battlefield in Kon Tum Province on the 26th of March, 1968, and
presented it to his superior officer, General William Peers. Before giving the sketchbook to
General Peers, Major Simpson tore out three pages and mailed them to his wife as keepsakes,
those are the three pages | am returning today.”
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Ong Mi-cha-en Mi-cha-lc da doc lai bifc thur ctia 6ng Sim-son gui hoa si Lé Birc Tudn. Ong noi
thém: “Ca nhan toi mwbn cam on Trung tuong Nguyén Chi Vinh va Bao tang Lich su’ quan su’
gén ddy di chuyén lai nhiéu ky vat lién quan dén POW/MIA (tu binh chién tranh/mét tich trong
chién diu) tu hé théng bao tang. Hoa Ky danh gid cao xu hudng ndy nham tién tdi don phuong
cung cadp cac ky vat va tai liéu luu trir lién quan dén POW/MIA. Toi kéu goi quy vi tiép tuc tich
cut, cdi md béng viéc don phuong chuyén lai nhitng ky vat vé POW/MIA va nhiihg tai liéu luu
tri7 lién quan. Cudi cung, téi chdn thanh hy vong rdng chinh phu hai nudc ching ta s€ phat huy
tinh thén hoa gidi thé hién qua éng Lé Puc Tuén va RE-bJt Sim-son trong qué trinh phét trén
moi quan hé gilia hai nuGc va xem xét kha nang cung cap cac tai liéu lién quan dén POW/MIA
trong tuong lai”.

Ambassador Michalak read Robert Simpson’s letter to Le Duc Tuan, and added: “/ would
personally like to thank Lieutenant General Nguyen Chi Vinh and the Museum of Military History
for the recent turnover of several American POW/MIA related artifacts from the museum
system. The United States appreciates this trend towards the unilateral provision of POW/MIA
related artifacts and archives. | urge you to continue to be forthcoming with additional
unilateral turnovers of POW/MIA related artifacts and relevant archival documents. In closing, 1
sincerely hope our two governments will adopt the spirit of reconciliation represented by Le Duc
Tuan and Robert Simpson as our bilateral relationship grows and when considering future
provisions of POW/MIA related material.”

Ngay sau khi nhan lai nhitng ky vat ctia minh, hoa si L& B(fc Tudn da tran trong trao tdng Bao
tang Lich s quan su Viét Nam cudn sach in tranh ky hoa chién tranh. Thugng tudng Nguyén
Thé Tri nhan dip nay cling trao tdng bao tang chi€éc mii sat ciia 6ng khi con la can bd Trung
doan 209 trong khang chién chong My. Cac cuu chién binh My ciling trao lai nhiéu “chién Igi
phdm” nhu mil ¢8i, mi tai béo, dén pin, bat &n cdm bang sat, sd ghi chép, tli cong tac...

After receiving his sketchbook pages, artist Le Duc Tuan sincerely presented the Vietham
Museum of Military History with a copy of the book which in which his pictures are printed.
General Nguyen The Tri on this occasion also presented the museum with a steel helmet which
he wore as an officer in the 209th Regiment during the war against America. American
veterans have also turned over many “war trophies,” such as pith helmets, boonie hats,
flashlights, mess kits, notebooks, and couriers’ bags.
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