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TEAM SHAW HONORS POW/MIA AT SUMTER COURTHOUSE

SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. — Third Army/ARCENT and 20 Fighter Wing will honor our
American Prisoners of War/Missing in Action at a POW/MIA Recognition Day scheduled for 4:15
p.m. Friday, Sept. 16 at the front steps of the Sumter Courthouse.

Many organizations have contributed to making this event possible, including the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and Ladies Auxiliary, the American Legion, Rolling Thunder, the Crestwood High
School JR ROTC, the First Presbyterian Church, and the City of Sumter.

During the event, former Prisoner of War, Louis Blanding Fowler, will speak about his service in
World War Il. The event also features a missing man ceremony being conducted by Rolling
Thunder, and a joint flag detail, comprised of Third Army Soldiers and 20t Fighter Wing Airmen
conducting a retreat ceremony.

Each year, the third Friday in September is set aside to honor the commitment and the sacrifices
made by this nation’s prisoners of war and those who are still missing in action. Today, more
than 83,000 Americans are missing from past wars — from World War Il to our present mission in
the Middle East.

The POW/MIA Recognition Day serves as a reminder of our responsibility to stand behind those
who serve our nation, and to recommit ourselves to do everything possible to account for all
those who have not returned nor been returned to American soil. The event aims to honor
former Prisoners Of War and those Missing In Action. It is also to honor family members and
relatives who have made great sacrifices for our country and have, themselves, been steadfast
in their resolve for a full accounting of what happened to their loved ones.
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Media invited! Please R.S.V.P. no later than 1 p.m. Thursday. Meet at the Sumter Courthouse
located at 141 N. Main St. by 4:15 p.m. Friday. For more information, contact Major Charlie
Barrett at 803-885-8875 or Charlie.barrett@arcent.army.mil




