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ver the next few weeks, National

OGuard Soldiers from across the
U.S. along with U.S. Army Central
servicemembers, will work side-by-
side with Royal Saudi Land Forces
to strengthen military interoperability
and relations between the two na-
tions through a field training exercise
called Friendship One 2009.

“[Friendship One] has multiple
facets to it; but most important, it’s a
great opportunity to help with inter-
action with a foreign army to be able
to build a friendship with them and a
relationship that will be long lasting,”

U.S., Saudi Forces extend hands in Friendship

Major Gen. Rhett Hernandez, U.S. Military Training Mission t the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
Saudi Northern Area Commander Major Gen. Ahmed Saeed Al Shehri shake hands during a gift
exchange presentation for Friendship One 2009 in Saudi Arabia, Feb. 22.

said Lt. Col. Anthony Mohatt, battal-
ion commander, 2nd Battalion 137th
Combined Arms Battalion, Kansas
National Guard.

All exercise participants have ar-
rived to Saudi Arabia and will begin
conducting training the first week
of March; however, some training
has already taken place for U.S. and
Saudi advanced party elements who
are responsible for receiving, stag-
ing, training and supporting exercise
participants. This training included
opportunities for observer control-
ler/trainers, to begin to familiarize
themselves with different radio and
Multiple Integrated Laser Enga-

See Hands, page 2




Lt. Col. Anthony Mohatt, battalion commander, 2nd Battalion 137th Combined Arms Battalion, Kansas National Guard leads his Soldiers
off the plane after landing in Saudi Arabia to participate in Friendship One 2009.

Hands, from page 1
ment Systems that will be used in the field exercises.

Several events have also taken place allowing the
U.S. and Saudi Forces to integrate and show their
enthusiasm for this opportunity.

One such event included a gift exchange presen-
tation, which was instrumental in expressing each
countries friendship.

Maj. Gen. Rhett Hernandez, U.S. Military Training
Mission to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Saudi
Northern Area Commander Maj. Gen. Ahmed Saeed
Al Shehri, addressed the 2/137th and RSLF Soldiers
who attended the presentation in support of the exer-
cise.

“This is a historic exercise,” said Hernandez, “It’s
been 17 years since the Royal Saudi Land Forces and
the United States Army Soldiers have trained side-by-
side together. You are now part of history and when
you are part of history, you want to make more his-

tory, so | look forward to the training you will conduct

together.”

In addition to being part of history, Soldiers of the
2/137th will be able to share their first-hand experi-
ence from previous deployments to help with the
field training portion of the operation.

“Many of the Kansas National Guard Soldiers
have been in Irag and have participated in combat
operations in Irag,” said Lt. Col. Tony Carbone, U.S.
advisor to the RSLF’s 6th Brigade, U.S. Military
Training Mission. “They are well trained in being
able to execute this type of exercise.”

Much of the day-to-day focus of the exercise will
be on maneuver capability and interoperability along
with logistical coordination and support between
the two nations. The exercise will also give both
countries an opportunity to exchange ideas and learn
new operational tactics while improving military
relationships.

“The offer was given to us a year ago and we
jumped at it,” said Mohatt. “We thought it was a
great opportunity to come out and do this.”



MEDEVAC rehearsal: sharing techniques and best practices

Story and photo by
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.S. and Royal Saudi Land Forces, observer
controller/trainers, participating in Friendship One
2009, a bilateral field training exercise taking place
in Saudi Arabia, walked through conducting a
Medical Evacuation on injured Soldiers, Feb. 24.

With a large scale exercise such as FS One 09,
several weeks of preparation, which is commonly
referred to as Receiving, Staging, Onward movement
and Integration coordination, is necessary to ensure
interoperability with the host nation and training
objectives are met.

The MEDEVAC training was conducted to help
prepare the OC/Ts, who will observe and provide
feedback to U.S Soldiers and the RSLF during the
field training missions that will take place the first
week of March.

“We have seen a definite necessity to ensure
that we maintain our ties with the Saudis,” said Lt.
Col. Tony Carbone, U.S. advisor to the RSLF’s 6th
Brigade, U.S. Military Training Mission. “And in
all honesty, it is a step up from just doing simulation
exercises to now actually putting Soldiers on the
ground and executing the missions on the ground.
That’s where you are going to find out where the
problems are going to be so you can fix them and
be prepared for any contingencies you ever have to
form with the Saudis.”

The training included a demonstration given by
U.S. Army Central’s Surgeons Office on MEDEVAC

terminology and first aid techniques used when
evacuating injured personnel.

In order to unify U.S. and Saudi MEDEVAC
practices, U.S. Soldiers posed as the injured, while
Saudi forces and equipment were used to evacuate
the patient. One of the evacuated Soldiers was
then flown to a hospital where civilian employees
simulated how the patient should be assessed and
treated upon arrival to the emergency room.

“It’s a matter of us coming together and blending
the two systems so that we can take care of the
patient,” said Lt. Col. Michael Ripley, senior flight
surgeon, U.S. Military Training Mission. “We’re
working with another country who has a different
system, similar, but different. Therefore, we really
need to incorporate how they see things and how
they go about their business to see if we can blend it,
so that we both get to the same goal.”

Maintaining the health and safety of
servicemembers is necessary in completing missions
in the field, which is a reason why MEDEVAC
training such as this is necessary to teach troops how
to handle real life emergency situations. However,
this training was unique because it provided an
opportunity for Forces from different nations to learn
to work together and take care of each other.

“l was pleased with the MEDEVAC training,
especially the Saudis’ reaction.” said Sgt. 1st
Class Keith Blackmon, patient administration
noncommissioned officer, USARCENT’s Surgeons
Office. “It was truly information sharing because we
both learned from each other.”
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