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Snapshots from The Adjutant General’s visit
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Article and Photos by Spc. Elayseah Woodard-Hinton
20th Public Affairs Detachment

he Kansas National Guard’s Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Tod M. Bunting, paid a visit to the Soldiers of
2nd Battalion, 137th Combined Arms Infantry Regiment, who are currently deployed to Saudi Arabia for the
Friendship One 2009 bilateral field training exercise, Feb. 27.
Bunting met with several of the Soldiers in the field and took an opportunity to hand out an Army Commendation
Medal with Valor to Staff Sgt. Michael Leo for his courageous actions in Irag, and conduct ceremonies to
promote First Lieutenant Zachary Rolf to Captain., and re-enlist Sgt. Chris Benjamin, Sgt. Brian Unzicker and
Spc. Robert Hale.

http://www.arcent.army.mil/friendship_one.asp



U.S., RSLF engage in force-on-force training battle

Story and photos by
Spc. Elayseah Woodard-Hinton
20th Public Affairs Detachment

.S. and Royal Saudi Land Forces were engaged
in a force-on-force training battle in Saudi Arabia
March 1.

The battle was part of Friendship One 09, a
bilateral field training exercise encouraging the two
nations to work side-by-side to strengthen military
interoperability and relations.

“1 will tell you, I have been all over the Kingdom
many times, and there is no better training environmen
for learning than right here, said Maj. Gen. Rhett
Hernandez, U.S. Military Training Mission to the P SR

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. “The most important lessons Apove, Royal Saudi Land Force artillery observers, take part in a training
are learned by Soldiers working side-by-side every battle with U.S. Forces in Saudi Arabia, March 1, during Friendship
day.” One 2009.

After several days of planning, pre-combat
inspections and rehearsals, the Soldiers were able
to execute their defensive and offensive roles using
Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement Systems and
simulated live fire.

Although the U.S. and RSLFs operate as opposing
forces on the “battlefield”,
much of Friendship One has
been focused on the two nations
working to learn from each other.

“The name says a lot,”
said Col. René Burgess,
Chief of training exercises
and simulations, U.S. Army
Central. “It’s friendship,
it’s interoperability and it’s
cooperation. So our goal is to
increase the capacity of both
forces, both Saudi and United
States, in our ability to work
together and our ability to train
and to fight.”

Sgt. 1st Class Barry Vogelbacher, left, ténk commander, 2/13.7,'uses a Opposing forces move forward during a field batfle exer-
Defense Advanced GPS Receiver to navigate, while Sgt. Dominic Cantu, cise for Friendship One 2009,

gunner, makes a sketch card for the battle.

Below, Royal Highness Khalid Bander Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia, Maj.
Gen. Rhett Hernandez, U.S. Military Training Mission to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, and The Kansas National Guard’s Adjutant General, Maj.
Gen. Tod M. Bunting, listen to a brief given by Lt. Col. Anthony Mohatt,
battalion commander, 2nd Battalion 137th Combined Arms Battalion,
Kansas National Guard, before the training battle.

http://www.arcent.army.mil/friendship_one.asp
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