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1/35 soldiers establish Tashree communlty centercllnlc playground

Story and photos by Spc. Chad D. Wilkerson, 372nd MPAD

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Every day, soldiers in Baghdad
travel down the city streets, through neighborhoods and
markets. They travel with their weapons loaded, watching
people, buildings and vehicles for the source of the next
possible threat.

The job that many of these soldiers have taken on,
however, is not simply defending themselves against
insurgents, or even to find and apprehend those that pose a
threat to Coalition forces.

No, these soldiers have made it their mission to
provide a better life to the Iragi people that they came to the
country to defend.

Capt. Richard Graves, commander of C Company,
Task Force 1st Battalion, 35th Armored Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, has gone the extra mile
and beyond in order to make life better for the residents of one
central Baghdad community.

Graves and his soldiers are tasked with providing
security for three neighborhood districts located on the
Coalition’s “green zone,” but that is just the beginning.

“l am just a facilitator,” said Graves. “I listen to the
problems of the residents here and then | do everything | can to
find a solution.”

Graves’ humility is easy to distinguish when you look
at all that he has been able to accomplish in the Al Tashree
neighborhood.

“The playground here is part of the community center,”
said Graves. “There were people in need of medical care, and
we come into the neighborhood every other day to talk with the
Iraqis about their problems and concerns. | had the idea back in
May that we needed a place that would be one-stop shopping
for the residents here.”

The solution, said Graves, was a community center for
Al Tashree that would act as a meeting hall for the
Neighborhood Advisory Council, as well as a medical clinic for
those in need of minor care and a fun place where
neighborhood children could play.

Today, the community center is a happening place
where people can come and socialize, those in need can find
medical attention and medication, and kids can take advantage
of the brightly-colored playground facilities outside.

“It is difficult for the people here to get medical
treatment because of their location, and the U.S. Army will not
treat Iraqis unless it is a ‘life or limb’ case,” said Graves. “| was
able to track down some people from “Red Crescent” and asked
them if they would be willing to open a clinic here, and they
were happy to.”

One of the unique qualities of the assistance that C
Company has provided to Al Tashree is that everything has
been cost free to the U.S. and Iraqi governments. All the facets
of this community center have been privately funded and
sponsored by the Red Crescent, were services donated by
Graves and his soldiers or are a result of Graves’ bargaining
with residents.

Second Lt. Luke Sparks, fire support and information operations
officer for of C Company, Task Force 1st Battalion, 35th Armored
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division,
pushes some of the children in the swings at the Tashree
community center playground in central Baghdad.

“I spoke to a local man who wanted to be able to salvage
all the scrap metal from buildings in the area that were destroyed
during the conflict,” Graves said. ‘| told him that | wanted a
playground for the community center, and | just got lucky. He had an
entire playground that he and some workers disassembled, brought
over here and welded together in the yard.”

Second Lt. Luke Sparks, fire support and information
operations officer for C Company, said he sees the community
center, playground and clinic as the perfect way for Coalition
personnel to make contact with the public and hear what problems
people are dealing with that need to be solved.

With the lack of communication capability in Baghdad, the
center also serves as a forum for Graves and his men to get
information out to the public, as well as giving them a chance to
interact and have fun with the children.

“The playground out here is great,” Sparks said. “It is good
for the community to see us out here listening to their problems,
helping with what we can and playing with their kids.”

But according to Sparks, the work for this community is far
from over, and the goal on this small scale mirrors that of the
Coalition’s goal for the rest of the nation: a free and sovereign Iraq.

“I would like to see us be able to leave and this community
(would) be able to stand on its own two feet and do well,” Sparks
said. “With what we have been able to accomplish, we are giving
them the confidence to do that. | think we are doing a good job for
Tashree.”

As far as solving problems in the community, Graves said
there is always someone on duty at the center to listen to and record
the issues and suggestions brought up by community members, and
frequently weekly visits keep him informed of progress and new
issues.
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News

Sénate Approves Sweeping Medicare Bill
WASHINGTON (AP) - The Senate gave final
congressional approval Tuesday to the most sweeping
changes to Medicare since its creation in 1965,
including a new prescription drug benefit for 40 million
older and disabled Americans. The 54-44 vote sends
the bill to President Bush, who is eager to sign it into
law. Supporters said the $395 billion measure, which
gives private insurers a large new role in health care for
seniors, was a long overdue change for the 38-year-old
Medicare program.

U.S. GDP Grows at 8.2 Percent Pace in 3Q
WASHINGTON (AP) - The economy in the third quarter
galloped ahead faster than an initial estimate, which
was already the swiftest in nearly two decades. That
burst, along with a surge in consumer confidence,
raised hopes for the recovery's staying power. The
broadest measure of the economy's performance,
gross domestic product, increased at a 8.2 percent
annual rate in the July-to-September quarter, even
better than the 7.2 percent rate estimated a month ago,
the Commerce Department said Tuesday.

Concorde Arrives in New York Harbor

NEW YORK (AP) - After years of carrying celebrities
and other well-heeled customers across the Atlantic,
the Concorde arrived in New York Harbor on Tuesday
like millions of previous European immigrants - on a
boat. But this immigrant's destination was not Ellis
Island. The 88-ton British Airways supersonic jetliner
became the newest and most exotic addition to the
aircraft collection at the Intrepid Sea Air Space
Museum.

Chaplain’s thought for the day

Relationships

Whether we are in love for the first time, or
have been married for a long time, relationships can
turn into obsessions if we're not careful. We can lose
our sense of self and only feel complete when we're
with the other person. We can become totally attached
and dependent on the primary person in our lives for all
our needs.

We need to remember that we can be a good
partner in a relationship only if we feel complete within
ourselves. Keeping ourselves open to change in our
surroundings, our loved ones, and especially ourselves
helps us stay whole.

We learn, first, to be ourselves, to make
independent choices. We dare to do things on our own.
Being ourselves means bringing our own world to meet
the world of our loved ones, rather than depending on
them to make our world.

Sports...

Venus has 'heavy metal mountains'
By Dr David Whitehouse, BBC News Online science editor

The highlands of Venus are covered by a heavy metal
"frost", say planetary scientists from Washington University.

Because it is hot enough to melt lead at the surface,
metals vaporize and condense at cooler, higher elevations. This
may explain why radar observations made by orbiting spacecraft
show that the highlands are highly reflective.

Detailed calculations, to be published in the journal
Icarus, suggest that lead and bismuth are to blame for giving
Venus its bright, metallic skin.

Frequently seen as a brilliant point of light in the evening
or morning sky, Venus has been identified with beauty by many
cultures. But the truth is somewhat different.

Although it is about the same size as the Earth, its closer
proximity to the Sun means that it is a very different planet.

Its thick atmosphere - composed chiefly of carbon
dioxide - gives it an intense greenhouse effect, whereby trapped
solar radiation heats the surface of the planet to an average of
temperature of 467 Celsius. Also, its pressure is 90 times greater
than that at the Earth's surface.

The only way to glimpse what lies beneath its opaque
clouds is by radar, and several missions have carried out radar
surveys from orbit, principally the Magellan probe which operated
from 1990 to 1994.

Magellan's images showed the planet was covered in
volcanic features, such as vast lava plains, fields of small lava
domes, and large shield volcanoes.

But the images were puzzling as well. It appeared that
parts of the highlands were abnormally bright, reflecting radar
beams much better than lower elevations.

Several explanations were put forward ranging from the
presence of a loose soil to a coating of metal - specifically,
tellurium.

Theories suggest at Venus's hot lower layers any metal
would be vaporized and exist as a metallic mist. Only at higher
elevations, where it is a little cooler, would that metal condense to
form a thin, highly reflective layer on the ground.

Using detailed chemical calculations involving 660 metal
compounds, Laura Schaefer and Bruce Fegley, of the Washington
University in St Louis, conclude that tellurium is not responsible,
but that common lead probably is.

The researchers estimate that the timescale for the
coating of the Venusian highlands by metallic frost is somewhere
between a few thousand and a few million years, demonstrating
that it is an active process.

They point out that at the highest elevations on Venus
there is evidence that the metallic frost is absent - possible
evidence of weathering, they say.

If it were possible to examine these lead deposits, from a
Venus lander craft, the respective abundances of certain atom
types, or isotopes, could give astronomers an estimate for the age
of Venus.

Correction

Cpt. Tyson Voelkel, commander, Co. A, 3rd Bn. 325th Airborne
Infantry Regiment, was incorrectly identified in the Nov. 24
edition of the Old Ironsides Report.

Here is the corrected caption: “Iragi Civil Defense
Corps platoon leaders listen to Cpt. Tyson Voelkel, commander,
Co. A, 3rd Bn. 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, as he tells
them how to move their squads during the cordon and search
operation in southern Baghdad Nov. 19. “
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As of: Tuesday, November 25, 2003 10:45:34 PM

Start Time | SPORTS ATLANTIC SPECTRUM PACIFIC NEWS Start Time|
00:30  [ESPNEWS TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO ARMY NEWSWATCH 00:30
0100 |AROUND THE HORN LESTER HOLT LIVE 0100
0130 |PARDON THE INTERRUPTION THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN 0130
02:00  [SPORTSCENTER WHOSE LINE IS IT ANYWAY? SESAME STREET HEADLINE NEWS 02:00
02:30 ACCESS HOLLYWOOD EBERT & ROEPER AT THE M OVIES NBC NIGHTLY NEWS 02:30
OO A e A ™ &/ SPORTSMAUIINVITATIONAL - MR. DESTINY RUGRATS : - RUNAWAY RAPTAR (PT. ) BOB THE BUILDER ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT C300
03:30 SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS : - ARRGH!/ ROCK BOTTOM WHEEL OF FORTUNE CBS EVENING NEWS 03:30
o200 THE SIMPSONS : - IT'SA MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD MARGE THE DR. PHIL SHOW THE NEWSHOUR 00
04:30 HOME IMPROVEMENT : - QUIBBLING SIBLINGS 04:30
0500 |6 OLLEGE BASKETBALL - BIGXI: MICHGAN STATE@KANSAS ~ |MIDNIGHT MADNESS *:gx:;g"r;*iggﬁ""y[g\;; o*:f;?;;s;g;mv"skse'vme - 1;3%’?5:;\” WINFREY SHOW : - SUBURBANMOMSADDICTED | UANNITY & COLMES 0200
06:00 NAVY BAND CONCERT NBC NIGHTLY NEWS THE NEWS WITH BRIAN WILLIAM S 06:00
06:30 JUDGE JUDY 06:30
0700 | SPORTSCENTER HEADLINE NEWS ACCESS HOLLYWOOD BET NIGHTLY NEWS 07:00
07:25 GUIDING LIGHT 07:25
07:30 ESPNEWS SURVIVING WEST POINT NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT 07:30
RSOl MOTORCYCEEIRACIN SRS e AR B HEADLINE NEWS BATTLEFIELD: VIETNAM : - THE FALL OF SAIGON LARRY KING LIVE C2:00

(CHORZOW)
08:13 GENERAL HOSPITAL 08:13
0880 HEADLINE NEWS 0850
09:00  |ESPNEWS SESAME STREET BORN YESTERDAY BABY LOONEY TUNES : - COMFORT LEVEL NEWSNIGHT WITH AARON BROWN 09:00
0930 54521 | SPY 09:30
0:00  |SPORTSCENTER BOB THE BUILDER A WALK IN YOUR SHOES PAULA ZAHN NOW 10:00
10:30 WHEEL OF FORTUNE LIBERTY'S KIDS (EPS 14-26) 10:30
00 INHL - BOSTON BRUINS @ ST. LOUIS BLUES Tf:f?g;;:“ WINFREY SHOW : - SUBURBAN MOMSADDICTED | g uGRATS : - RUNAWAY RAPTAR (PT. ) JEOPARDY! NIGHTLINE 100
130 SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS : - ARRGH!/ ROCK BOTTOM HEADLINE NEWS HEADLINE NEWS 130
152 PACIFIC REPORT 152
2:00 ACCESS HOLLYWOOD THE SIMPSONS : - /T'SA MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD MARGE ESPNEWS HARDBALL WITH CHRIS MATTHEWS 12:00
225 GUIDING LIGHT 225
°:30 HOM E IM PROVEMENT : - QUIBBLING SIBLINGS HEADLINE NEWS 12:30
12:52 PACIFIC REPORT 2:52
R O T e O O Iy SGIVING = |11E PARKERS : - ROAD TRIP THE O'REILLY FACTOR =20
BB GENERAL HOSPITAL 1813
B30 INFL LIVE CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER : - EPISODE 13 (220
00 |SPORTSCENTER HEADLINE NEWS NAVY BAND CONCERT SHREK CNN DAYBREAK 00
ey JUDGE JUDY (Le0)
500 ggﬂ;_;ii:;sgL?Tg; EA SPORTS MAUIINVITATIONAL - TODAY 500D MORNING AMERICA 500
%30 SURVIVING WEST POINT 5:30
16:00 BATTLEFIELD: VIETNAM : - THE FALL OF SAIGON HEADLINE NEWS 6:00
622 PACIFIC REPORT 6:22
6:30 TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO 6:30
700 [SPORTSCENTER BABY LOONEY TUNES : - COMFORT LEVEL BORN YESTERDAY HEADLINE NEWS 7:00
30 | SPY THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN CHANNEL ONE 7:30
(7S WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING (745
8:00 INFL LIVE A WALK IN YOUR SHOES THE EARLY SHOW 16:00
830 INBA FASTBREAK LIBERTY'S KIDS (EPS 14-26) ACCESS HOLLYWOOD 18:30
000 |SPORTSCENTER JEOPARDY! RUGRATS : - RUNAWAY RAPTAR (PT. 1) RUDY 9:00
ey HEADLINE NEWS SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS : - ARRGH!/ ROCK BOTTOM (220
20:00 ‘S’%L'T':GE FOOTBALL - SUNBELT: NORTHTEXAS @ NEW MEXICO | ggpnpws THE SIMPSONS : - /T'SA MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD MARGE FOX NEWS LIVE 20:00
20:30 HEADLINE NEWS HOME IM PROVEMENT : - QUIBBLING SIBLINGS 20:30
2100 THE PARKERS : - ROAD TRIP B ok WKSGIVING - | Tg PHILADELPHIA STORY FOX NEWS LIVE 2100
2130 CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER : - EPISODE 8 2130
22:00 c;&l.cl.:;EMa;\Ts;j;r:%% ~EA SPORTSMAUIINVITATIONAL - 5TH | qumER NAVY BAND CONGERT FOX NEWS LIVE 22:00
2500 HEADLINE NEWS HEADLINE NEWS 2500
2330 23:30
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