
            

1/35 soldiers establish Tashree community center, clinic playground 
Wednesday, November 26, 2003 

Story and photos by Spc. Chad D. Wilkerson, 372nd MPAD 
 BAGHDAD, Iraq – Every day, soldiers in Baghdad 
travel down the city streets, through neighborhoods and 
markets. They travel with their weapons loaded, watching 
people, buildings and vehicles for the source of the next 
possible threat. 
 The job that many of these soldiers have taken on, 
however, is not simply defending themselves against 
insurgents, or even to find and apprehend those that pose a 
threat to Coalition forces. 
 No, these soldiers have made it their mission to 
provide a better life to the Iraqi people that they came to the 
country to defend. 
 Capt. Richard Graves, commander of C Company, 
Task Force 1st Battalion, 35th Armored Regiment, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, has gone the extra mile 
and beyond in order to make life better for the residents of one 
central Baghdad community. 
 Graves and his soldiers are tasked with providing 
security for three neighborhood districts located on the 
Coalition’s “green zone,” but that is just the beginning. 
 “I am just a facilitator,” said Graves. “I listen to the 
problems of the residents here and then I do everything I can to 
find a solution.” 
 Graves’ humility is easy to distinguish when you look 
at all that he has been able to accomplish in the Al Tashree 
neighborhood. 
 “The playground here is part of the community center,” 
said Graves. “There were people in need of medical care, and 
we come into the neighborhood every other day to talk with the 
Iraqis about their problems and concerns. I had the idea back in 
May that we needed a place that would be one-stop shopping 
for the residents here.” 
 The solution, said Graves, was a community center for 
Al Tashree that would act as a meeting hall for the 
Neighborhood Advisory Council, as well as a medical clinic for 
those in need of minor care and a fun place where 
neighborhood children could play. 
 Today, the community center is a happening place 
where people can come and socialize, those in need can find 
medical attention and medication, and kids can take advantage 
of the brightly-colored playground facilities outside. 
 “It is difficult for the people here to get medical 
treatment because of their location, and the U.S. Army will not 
treat Iraqis unless it is a ‘life or limb’ case,” said Graves. “I was 
able to track down some people from “Red Crescent” and asked 
them if they would be willing to open a clinic here, and they 
were happy to.” 
 One of the unique qualities of the assistance that C 
Company has provided to Al Tashree is that everything has 
been cost free to the U.S. and Iraqi governments. All the facets 
of this community center have been privately funded and 
sponsored by the Red Crescent, were services donated by 
Graves and his soldiers or are a result of Graves’ bargaining 
with residents. 

Second Lt. Luke Sparks, fire support and information operations 
officer for of C Company, Task Force 1st Battalion, 35th Armored 
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, 
pushes some of the children in the swings at the Tashree 
community center playground in central Baghdad.  
 
 “I spoke to a local man who wanted to be able to salvage 
all the scrap metal from buildings in the area that were destroyed 
during the conflict,” Graves said. “I told him that I wanted a 
playground for the community center, and I just got lucky. He had an 
entire playground that he and some workers disassembled, brought 
over here and welded together in the yard.” 
 Second Lt. Luke Sparks, fire support and information 
operations officer for C Company, said he sees the community 
center, playground and clinic as the perfect way for Coalition 
personnel to make contact with the public and hear what problems 
people are dealing with that need to be solved.  

With the lack of communication capability in Baghdad, the 
center also serves as a forum for Graves and his men to get 
information out to the public, as well as giving them a chance to 
interact and have fun with the children. 

“The playground out here is great,” Sparks said. “It is good 
for the community to see us out here listening to their problems, 
helping with what we can and playing with their kids.” 

But according to Sparks, the work for this community is far 
from over, and the goal on this small scale mirrors that of the 
Coalition’s goal for the rest of the nation: a free and sovereign Iraq. 

“I would like to see us be able to leave and this community 
(would) be able to stand on its own two feet and do well,” Sparks 
said. “With what we have been able to accomplish, we are giving 
them the confidence to do that. I think we are doing a good job for 
Tashree.” 
 As far as solving problems in the community, Graves said 
there is always someone on duty at the center to listen to and record 
the issues and suggestions brought up by community members, and 
frequently weekly visits keep him informed of progress and new 
issues.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sports… 
Venus has 'heavy metal mountains'  
By Dr David Whitehouse, BBC News Online science editor  
 The highlands of Venus are covered by a heavy metal 
"frost", say planetary scientists from Washington University.  

Because it is hot enough to melt lead at the surface, 
metals vaporize and condense at cooler, higher elevations. This 
may explain why radar observations made by orbiting spacecraft 
show that the highlands are highly reflective.  
 Detailed calculations, to be published in the journal 
Icarus, suggest that lead and bismuth are to blame for giving 
Venus its bright, metallic skin.  
 Frequently seen as a brilliant point of light in the evening 
or morning sky, Venus has been identified with beauty by many 
cultures. But the truth is somewhat different.  
 Although it is about the same size as the Earth, its closer 
proximity to the Sun means that it is a very different planet.  
 Its thick atmosphere - composed chiefly of carbon 
dioxide - gives it an intense greenhouse effect, whereby trapped 
solar radiation heats the surface of the planet to an average of 
temperature of 467 Celsius. Also, its pressure is 90 times greater 
than that at the Earth's surface.  
 The only way to glimpse what lies beneath its opaque 
clouds is by radar, and several missions have carried out radar 
surveys from orbit, principally the Magellan probe which operated 
from 1990 to 1994.  
 Magellan's images showed the planet was covered in 
volcanic features, such as vast lava plains, fields of small lava 
domes, and large shield volcanoes.  
 But the images were puzzling as well. It appeared that 
parts of the highlands were abnormally bright, reflecting radar 
beams much better than lower elevations.  
 Several explanations were put forward ranging from the 
presence of a loose soil to a coating of metal - specifically, 
tellurium.  
 Theories suggest at Venus's hot lower layers any metal 
would be vaporized and exist as a metallic mist. Only at higher 
elevations, where it is a little cooler, would that metal condense to 
form a thin, highly reflective layer on the ground.  
 Using detailed chemical calculations involving 660 metal 
compounds, Laura Schaefer and Bruce Fegley, of the Washington 
University in St Louis, conclude that tellurium is not responsible, 
but that common lead probably is.  
 The researchers estimate that the timescale for the 
coating of the Venusian highlands by metallic frost is somewhere 
between a few thousand and a few million years, demonstrating 
that it is an active process.  
 They point out that at the highest elevations on Venus 
there is evidence that the metallic frost is absent - possible 
evidence of weathering, they say.  
 If it were possible to examine these lead deposits, from a 
Venus lander craft, the respective abundances of certain atom 
types, or isotopes, could give astronomers an estimate for the age 
of Venus.
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Chaplain’s thought for the day 
 

Relationships 
Whether we are in love for the first time, or 

have been married for a long time, relationships can 
turn into obsessions if we're not careful. We can lose 
our sense of self and only feel complete when we're 
with the other person. We can become totally attached 
and dependent on the primary person in our lives for all 
our needs.  

We need to remember that we can be a good 
partner in a relationship only if we feel complete within 
ourselves. Keeping ourselves open to change in our 
surroundings, our loved ones, and especially ourselves 
helps us stay whole.  
                        We learn, first, to be ourselves, to make 
independent choices. We dare to do things on our own. 
Being ourselves means bringing our own world to meet 
the world of our loved ones, rather than depending on 
them to make our world. 

News 
Senate Approves Sweeping Medicare Bill 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The Senate gave final 
congressional approval Tuesday to the most sweeping 
changes to Medicare since its creation in 1965, 
including a new prescription drug benefit for 40 million 
older and disabled Americans. The 54-44 vote sends 
the bill to President Bush, who is eager to sign it into 
law. Supporters said the $395 billion measure, which 
gives private insurers a large new role in health care for 
seniors, was a long overdue change for the 38-year-old 
Medicare program. 
 
U.S. GDP Grows at 8.2 Percent Pace in 3Q 
WASHINGTON (AP) - The economy in the third quarter 
galloped ahead faster than an initial estimate, which 
was already the swiftest in nearly two decades. That 
burst, along with a surge in consumer confidence, 
raised hopes for the recovery's staying power. The 
broadest measure of the economy's performance, 
gross domestic product, increased at a 8.2 percent 
annual rate in the July-to-September quarter, even 
better than the 7.2 percent rate estimated a month ago, 
the Commerce Department said Tuesday. 
 
Concorde Arrives in New York Harbor 
NEW YORK (AP) - After years of carrying celebrities 
and other well-heeled customers across the Atlantic, 
the Concorde arrived in New York Harbor on Tuesday 
like millions of previous European immigrants - on a 
boat. But this immigrant's destination was not Ellis 
Island. The 88-ton British Airways supersonic jetliner 
became the newest and most exotic addition to the 
aircraft collection at the Intrepid Sea Air Space 
Museum. 

Correction 
Cpt. Tyson Voelkel, commander, Co. A, 3rd Bn. 325th Airborne 
Infantry Regiment, was incorrectly identified in the Nov. 24 
edition of the Old Ironsides Report.  

 Here is the corrected caption: “Iraqi Civil Defense 
Corps platoon leaders listen to Cpt. Tyson Voelkel, commander, 
Co. A, 3rd Bn. 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, as he tells 
them how to move their squads during the cordon and search 
operation in southern Baghdad Nov. 19. “ 
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Start Time SPORTS A TLA N TIC SPEC TRU M PA CIFIC NEW S Start Time
00:00 ESPNEW S HEA DLINE N EW S PETER JENN IN GS REPOR TING :  - THE KENNEDY 

ASSASSINATION: CRIM E AND CONSPIRACY
TODA Y  00:00

00:30 ESPNEW S TON IGHT SHOW  W ITH JA Y  LENO A R M Y  N EW SW A TC H 00:30

01:00 A ROU ND  THE HORN LESTER HOLT LIV E 01:00

01:30 PA RD ON  THE IN TERR UPTION THE LA TE SHOW  W ITH DA V ID LETTER M A N  01:30

02:00 SPORTSCENTER W HOSE LINE IS IT  A NY W A Y ?  SESA M E STR EET HEA D LIN E NEW S 02:00

02:30 A CC ESS HOLLY W OOD  EB ERT & ROEPER  A T THE M OV IES NB C NIGHTLY  N EW S 02:30

03:00 C OLLEGE B A SKETB A LL  - EA SPORTS M AUI INVITATIONAL - 
SEM IFINAL # 1: TEAM S TBD

M R. DESTIN Y  RUGRA TS :  - RUNAWAY RAPTAR (PT. 1) B OB  THE B U ILD ER  A B C W ORLD NEW S TON IGHT 03:00

03:30 SPONGEB OB  SQU A R EPA NTS :  - ARRGH! /  ROCK BOTTOM W HEEL OF FOR TU NE CB S EV ENING N EW S 03:30

04:00 THE SIM PSONS :  - IT'S A M AD, M AD, M AD, M AD M ARGE THE DR . PHIL SHOW  THE N EW SHOUR  04:00

04:30 HOM E IM PROV EM ENT :  - QUIBBLING SIBLINGS 04:30

05:00 C OLLEGE B A SKETB A LL  - BIG XII: M ICHIGAN STATE @ KANSAS M ID NIGHT M A DN ESS HOM E FOR THE HOLIDA Y S: HISTOR Y  OF THA N KSGIV ING - 
HOM E FOR THE HOLIDAYS: HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

THE OPRA H W INFREY  SHOW  :  - SUBURBAN M OM S ADDICTED 
TO DRUGS

HA NN ITY  & C OLM ES 05:00

06:00 NA V Y  B A ND  C ON CERT NB C NIGHTLY  N EW S THE N EW S W ITH B RIA N  W ILLIA M S 06:00

06:30 JU DGE JU DY  06:30

07:00 SPORTSCENTER HEA DLINE N EW S A C CESS HOLLY W OOD B ET N IGHTLY  NEW S 07:00

07:25 GU ID ING LIGHT 07:25

07:30 ESPNEW S SU RV IV IN G W EST POINT NIGHTLY  B USIN ESS R EPORT 07:30

08:00 M OTORC Y CLE R A CIN G  - FIM : SPEEDWAY GRAND PRIX 
(CHORZOW)

HEA DLINE N EW S B A TTLEFIELD: V IETNA M  :  - THE FALL OF SAIGON LA RR Y  KIN G LIV E 08:00

08:13 GENERA L HOSPITA L 08:13

08:30 HEA DLINE N EW S 08:30

09:00 ESPNEW S SESA M E STREET B OR N Y ESTER DA Y  B A B Y  LOONEY  TU NES :  - COM FORT LEVEL NEW SNIGHT W ITH A A RON  B ROW N  09:00

09:30 54 3 2 1 I SPY  09:30

10:00 SPORTSCENTER B OB  THE B UILDER A  W A LK IN  Y OU R SHOES PA ULA  ZA HN NOW 10:00

10:30 W HEEL OF FORTUN E LIB ERTY ' S KIDS ( EPS 14 - 2 6 )  10:30

11:00 N HL  - BOSTON BRUINS @ ST. LOUIS BLUES THE OPRA H W INFREY  SHOW  :  - SUBURBAN M OM S ADDICTED 
TO DRUGS

RUGRA TS :  - RUNAWAY RAPTAR (PT. 1) JEOPA R DY ! N IGHTLINE 11:00

11:30 SPONGEB OB  SQU A R EPA NTS :  - ARRGH! /  ROCK BOTTOM HEA D LINE NEW S HEA D LIN E NEW S 11:30

11:52 PA CIFIC  R EPOR T 11:52

12:00 A CC ESS HOLLY W OOD  THE SIM PSONS :  - IT'S A M AD, M AD, M AD, M AD M ARGE ESPN EW S HA RD B A LL W ITH C HR IS M A TTHEW S 12:00

12:25 GUIDIN G LIGHT 12:25

12:30 HOM E IM PROV EM ENT :  - QUIBBLING SIBLINGS HEA D LINE NEW S 12:30

12:52 PA CIFIC  R EPOR T 12:52

13:00 HOM E FOR THE HOLIDA Y S: HISTOR Y  OF THA N KSGIV ING - 
HOM E FOR THE HOLIDAYS: HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

THE PA RKER S :  - ROAD TRIP THE O' R EILLY  FA C TOR 13:00

13:13 GEN ER A L HOSPITA L 13:13

13:30 N FL LIV E CEDR IC  THE EN TERTA INER :  - EPISODE 13 13:30

14:00 SPORTSCENTER HEA DLINE N EW S NA V Y  B A ND  C ON CERT SHREK CN N DA Y B REA K 14:00

14:30 JUD GE JUD Y  14:30

15:00 C OLLEGE B A SKETB A LL  - EA SPORTS M AUI INVITATIONAL - 
SEM IFINAL #  2: TEAM S TBD

TOD A Y  GOOD  M OR NING A M ER ICA  15:00

15:30 SU RV IV IN G W EST POINT 15:30

16:00 B A TTLEFIELD: V IETNA M  :  - THE FALL OF SAIGON HEA D LINE NEW S 16:00

16:22 PA CIFIC  R EPOR T 16:22

16:30 TONIGHT SHOW  W ITH JA Y  LEN O 16:30

17:00 SPORTSCENTER B A B Y  LOON EY  TUN ES :  - COM FORT LEVEL B OR N Y ESTER DA Y  HEA D LIN E NEW S 17:00

17:30 I SPY  THE LA TE SHOW  W ITH DA V ID LETTERM A N CHA N NEL ON E 17:30

17:45 W ORLD NEW S THIS M ORN ING 17:45

18:00 N FL LIV E A  W A LK IN  Y OUR  SHOES THE EA R LY  SHOW  18:00

18:30 N B A  FA STB R EA K LIB ERTY ' S KID S ( EPS 14 - 2 6 )  A C CESS HOLLY W OOD 18:30

19:00 SPORTSCENTER JEOPA RD Y ! RUGRA TS :  - RUNAWAY RAPTAR (PT. 1) RU DY  19:00

19:30 HEA DLINE N EW S SPONGEB OB  SQU A R EPA NTS :  - ARRGH! /  ROCK BOTTOM 19:30

20:00 C OLLEGE FOOTB A LL  - SUN BELT: NORTH TEXAS @ NEW M EXICO 
STATE

ESPNEW S THE SIM PSONS :  - IT'S A M AD, M AD, M AD, M AD M ARGE FOX  N EW S LIV E 20:00

20:30 HEA DLINE N EW S HOM E IM PROV EM ENT :  - QUIBBLING SIBLINGS 20:30

21:00 THE PA RKERS :  - ROAD TRIP HOM E FOR THE HOLIDA Y S: HISTOR Y  OF THA N KSGIV ING - 
HOM E FOR THE HOLIDAYS: HISTORY OF THANKSGIVING

THE PHILA DELPHIA  STORY  FOX  N EW S LIV E 21:00

21:30 C ED RIC THE ENTER TA IN ER  :  - EPISODE 13 21:30

22:00 C OLLEGE B A SKETB A LL  - EA SPORTS M AUI INVITATIONAL - 5TH 
PLACE GAM E: TEAM S TBD

SHR EK NA V Y  B A ND  C ON CERT FOX  N EW S LIV E 22:00

23:00 HEA D LINE NEW S HEA D LIN E NEW S 23:00

23:30 SU RV IV IN G W EST POINT ESPN EW S INSID E POLIT ICS 23:30
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