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TF 1-37 Armor transfers authority to Ministry of Electricity

Story and photo by Capt. Noel Gorospe
1st Battalion, 37th Armored Regiment

BAGHDAD, Irag — The Task Force 1-37 Armor
“Bandits” of the Ready First Combat Team recently conducted a
transfer-of-authority ceremony at the Jamilla Power Station in
the Al-Beida area of Baghdad.

Lt. Col. Garry P. Bishop transferred authority from U.S.
control to the Ministry of Electricity. A neighborhood advisory
council member, Ayaad Toama (of Al-Beida), was present for
the ceremony.

Capt. David Anthony delivered the introductory
remarks. Ayaad Toama addressed the audience, “I thank the
coalition forces for their continued security and support of this
facility; for without them, we would not be here today”.

Bishop said, “I am proud to stand before you today at
such a monumental moment for the citizens of Iraq and the Al-
Beida neighborhood. Today is a landmark day in the continued
furthering of security in Iraq. Today is a testament to the long-
standing partnership of Iragi citizens and coalition forces to
continue our resolve to restore peace and stability to your great
nation and the wonderful citizens of Al-Beida.

After his remarks, Bishop and Toama approached the
yellow ribbon, which symbolized the opening of a new chapter
in Irag’s history. Together, they cut the ribbon symbolizing their
unity and official transfer of authority. The ribbon-cutting portion
of the ceremony concluded the event.

Bishop furnished the closing remarks, “Today, Al-
Beida and its surrounding communities enjoy electrical power,
fostering renewed hope of the neighborhood. Now, streetlights
offer a sense of security, televisions, radios, and other electrical

equipment are now more operable th_an ever before_. .Th_is Lt. Col. Garry P. Bishop and Ayaad Toama of Al-Beida at
renewed sense of security and vast availability of electricity in the transfer-of-authority, ribbon-cutting ceremony at the

the Al-Beida community inculcates a new sense of lraqi Jamilla Power Station in the Al-Beida area of Baghdad.

freedom.
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Jaguars 28 Panthers 27 Cowboys 10 Lions 12
Colts 23 Buccaneers 24 Bills 6 Bears 10
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Oddly Enough

Workers ready to destroy masses of
champagne
PARIS (Reuters) - Irate workers at a French

champagne manufacturer threatened Thursday to dump large
loads of bubbly down the drain in a protest over the uncertain
future of their firm, Bricout-Delbeck.

"We're fed up and we're determined. If recent mistakes
are not corrected, we will destroy some of the stock," said Noel
Sainzelle, a worker from the CGT trade union.

Staff at Bricout-Delbeck have seized six million to
seven million champagne bottles and 800,000 bottles of the
firm's not yet fully manufactured wine stock, estimated to be
worth about 300 million euros ($343 million), Sainzelle told
Reuters.

Several dozen workers at the company in the eastern French
champagne producing region have already destroyed 300 liters
of not fully manufactured stock, he said.

More of the famous tipple could go the same way
ahead of a court decision on the firm's future in November,
Sainzelle said.

Bricout-Delbeck was purchased by a U.S. group earlier
this year for the symbolic sum of one euro, but was declared
bankrupt in April.

Safely Tip
Tent eye

Tent eye is an inflammation and irritation of the
eyes resulting from exposure to fuel flames—most
commonly in poorly ventilated shelters where stoves and
heaters are being used. Rubbing itchy eyes caused by
these fumes subsequently can lead to an infection. Anyone
suspected of having tent eye should be moved to fresh air
and taken to a medical facility for evaluation and treatment.

Chaplain’s thought for the day

The “Underbird”

“You are of more value than many sparrows.”—lLuke 12:7

Charlie Brown, the comic strip character, identified
with the underdog, probably because he always felt like
one. In one scene he was building a birdhouse when the
cynical Lucy came by. "I'm building it for sparrows," Charlie
told her. Lucy said, "For sparrows? Nobody builds
birdhouses for sparrows."

"l do," replied Charlie Brown. "l always stick up
for the underbird."

At times we overlook the "sparrows." We ignore
those we view as less valuable. James said it's wrong for
us to practice partiality (James 2:1). It's a sin to show
personal favoritism (v.9). The reasons may be social,
economic, educational, or ethnic, but there's no excuse for
disrespecting people with our attitudes and words. When a
sparrow falls, God takes note of it. But He cares much
more for people, including the "underbird."

Perhaps we need a little more Charlie Brown in us

Sports

Tiger Woods wins player of the year honors

HOUSTON - Tiger Woods won the PGA of America
Player of the Year award for a record fifth consecutive year, and
became the first player to win the Vardon Trophy five straight
times for having the lowest adjusted scoring average. Vijay
Singh won his first PGA Tour money title, ending Woods' four-
year run, with the second-highest total in history at just over
$7.5 million. Those were the only awards decided after the Tour
Championship, the final tournament of the PGA Tour season.
Left undecided was the PGA Tour player of the year, a vote of
the players that likely will come down to Woods, Singh and
Masters champion Mike Weir.

This Day in History
Nov. 10, 1775
Birth of the U.S. Marine Corps

From HistoryChannel.com

On this day in history, Nov. 10, 1775, The U.S. Marine
Corps was born. During the American Revolution, the
Continental Congress passes a resolution stating that "two
Battalions of Marines be raised" for service as landing forces for
the recently formed Continental Navy. The resolution, drafted
by future U.S. president John Adams and adopted in
Philadelphia, created the Continental Marines and is now
observed as the birth date of the United States Marine Corps.

Serving on land and at sea, the original U.S. Marines
distinguished themselves in a number of important operations
during the Revolutionary War. The first Marine landing on a
hostile shore occurred when a force of Marines under Captain
Samuel Nicholas captured New Province Island in the Bahamas
from the British in March 1776. Nicholas was the first
commissioned officer in the Continental Marines and is
celebrated as the first Marine commandant. After American
independence was achieved in 1783, the Continental Navy was
demobilized and its Marines disbanded.

In the next decade, however, increasing conflict at sea
with Revolutionary France led the U.S. Congress to establish
formally the U.S. Navy in May 1798. Two months later, on July
11, President John Adams signed the bill establishing the U.S.
Marine Corps as a permanent military force under the
jurisdiction of the Department of Navy. U.S. Marines saw action
in the so-called Quasi-War with France and then fought against
the Barbary pirates of North Africa during the first years of the
19th century. Since then, Marines have participated in all the
wars of the United States and in most cases were the first
soldiers to fight. In all, Marines have executed more than 300
landings on foreign shores.

Today, there are more than 200,000 active-duty and
reserve Marines, divided into three divisions stationed at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina; Camp Pendleton, California; and
Okinawa, Japan. Each division has one or more expeditionary
units, ready to launch major operations anywhere in the world
on two weeks' notice. Marines expeditionary units are self-
sufficient, with their own tanks, artillery, and air forces. The
motto of the service is Semper Fidelis, meaning "Always
Faithful" in Latin.




