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Ewcnntents

Ragel3
6Q: Self Help will square
you away

Rageld

Trading Places, transportation
unit takes over mission

Pagels)

Ramadan: get clued in to stay
out of trouble

Rauesl6aT]

Rapid Equipping Force:
getting the latest gear to the
warfighter in the field

Pagels

Double Duty: brothers serve
with pride

Rageyi
Question of the Week: What
do you do on camp to make

time go by faster?

Raue)l2

Announcement: Subversion
and Espionage

Onlthefcover,

Atransportation Soldier ties a
vehicle in place in preparation for a
mock convoy. See page 4 for more
photos.
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From the Top

Navy NCO leadership and tradition alive at Camp Arifjan

This wesle a |I]'_l"l.' radiion was carnad a
few miles from sea in the desert at Camgp
Arifjan, Kuwat Command 3gt May Ashe
and I watched as 31 Sailors J-='—;1-,rl."|--=i as
the United States Mavy's newest Chief Petty

chuef pinming ¢

the leaderghip of these new dhiefs 12 ertical to
U suecess 1 the war on temorism .u’.-l in |.'I5-Il:|'g
our Mavy's Sallors
& ceremony, with the

whistle
"p l'mrl -1 |‘-r_;;-| |'“|

a tradition that dal
when the chiefpetly uth- T pay
grade was created

ary year This

CErEMCHY 15 .s;i‘]t]"“:ri

in the lives of the
forthe 1J

lars and
rn.-?ui States Navy, and
tan for the promotion
15 ok takeen lightly

These new chiels went throggh
rigorous raming and mtiation
with senior,

experienced
Mavy chiefsas
thear mentors
te ensure they were ready for this new rank
r.:-.".-'.llL‘_..' Ay T the new
chiefs in forrmabion wers Sailors from the
rees, the Expeditionary Medical Facilsty
Huwart, the Maval Cnimunal Investigative
Bervice, the Iraqi Assistance Group, the
Haval Expeditionary Logistic Support Group
Hawvy Customs, the Maval Air
::n'-.uLw & Dratachrment MNaval
oastal ‘.?L.r:"['u.r Unit, Master at

N‘“’ from ASG-Euwait Provost
Marshal and other umts

Sailors from these and other
cultfits serv & throughout Euwait
and arcund the repon side by aids
with 8 . Marines, Coast
Guardsmen, and Airmen

Asthe ceremony’s guest spealcer,
Cormmand Master Chuefof T8
Central Commanda) 2
0 Fleat, Master Chief Petty Officer Fally
Schneder, poanted out m his remaris, the
United States Ammed Forces gives more
responsibility to ils sentor WCOs than most
any other countries’ rmlitanes

At this enitecal hme m our Mation's histoey

and level of res

ldiers,

Third Army Commanding General
Lt Gen. R. Steven Whitcomb
Third Army Command Sgt Maj.

AT
_ontents
Wicial
mt or
Third Armmy Public Affairs Officer
Col. John B. Smyder
ARCENT Public Affairs Offlcer (Fwd
Lt Cel. Jay Shifflar

Ouestons? Comments? E-mail the
editor at desertvolcaflars)an.arcent.
army.mil

Lt. Gen. R. Steven Whitcomb
Third Army Commanding General

Command Sgt. Maj. Franklin G. Ashe

mnt 1'~|r new status as
“Chief”

Asthe son of a career
Sallorwho was a fomer
Mavy Chief and then
Maval Aviator, I grew up
taking part m the Mavy's
customs and traditons

Butmy attendance
af thiz event was

racogmniza the
significance of thas
cerarniony for

our new Mavy
Chiefz and
their Sailors as
these semor noncomrmassioned officers go on o

fulfill their new leadership responsibalities
Congratulations to the new chiefs. Now

e

amving Chief ]»{FI chor Cereza, Chief Timon
Cox, Chief Vincent D' Angelo, Cluef Kelly
Davis, Chiel Sherman E 1_5"11* ! JII""

Mehnda Gapfert, Chief Mark Go
Wilham Green, Cl ,'J:s.l.e_.

Henry, Chief Dennis Heming,
Chief John :--:-'.rfﬂr “.n '[

Chief ¢ "1:::[—“ .|-.11e.. _h
Crard [-.-'[-.--.-r-.r_ hpef '_A.‘J|r:}'
Meis, Chief Dennis Ortega

Chief Mi | Ortmeyer, Chief

Martin Quuntanilla, Chief Ireno

Eebamonte, Chief Jeff Kosener,
Chief _Tum.m, _eJlﬂL Chief

Chiref Richard Smut

Stlguern,
Stoneking, Chief Lamy Troax, C

Turmer, Chief Kat Wadcer, and Chief David
Vaught

I am proud of their achievemnent and wish
and follow mg seas™

each * farr winds

40th Pubdic Affairs Detachment
Commandar
Maj. Apnl N. Olsen
&0th Public Affairs Detachment NCOIC
Sgt. 1st Class Sharon G. McBride
Desert Voice Editor
| Sgt Patrick N Moes

Desert Voice Staff Writers

Sgt. Thomas L. Day

Sgt. Carlos M Burger Il

Spec. Chns Jones

Spec. Debrah A, Robertson
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Servicemembers use self-help to improve quality of life

Siax questions for
Gary Salmons

Self Help Center/
Woodshop Coordinator
Manitou Springs, Colo.

What is Self Help?

“The Self Help program at Camp Arifjan is an extension of
the [Department of Public Works]. It is designed to provide
adwvice, tools and expendable ilems Lo customers to conduct
their own minor repairs and upkeep to faalities. All services
and supplies at the SelfHelp Center are free ofcharge”

What Kinds of supplies can you get at Self
Help?

“Customers can check out tools fora penod of one to three
days to use while conducting SelfHelp repairs at their unit [or
living gquarters). They can also obtain expendable iterns nsed
for the project. Painting supplies, cleamng supplies, light bulbs
and electncal adapters are just a few examples of the items
provided by the Self Help Center. A complete st oftools and
expendable items available can be viewed at the Sel fHelp
Center™

Why would someone want to use Self Help?
“People use Self Help for projects that enhance their quality

of life here at Camp Arifjan By performing the work them-

selves they can ensure that it 1s completed in a imely manner.”

With what kinds of projects can you use Self
Help?

“The Self Help Center at Camp Arnflan hasa fully equipped
and stafTed woodworking shop available free of charge to cus-
tomers. The faalities are provided for personal as well as unit
projects. Currently, Soldiers are constructing flag bioxes, unit

Pl oS . Chis Joees
Baiju Attavayalil, a Self Help/Woodshop Carpenter with
Combat Support Associates Litd., instructs Master Sgt.
Kevin Gunderson, a ASG-Kuwait Camp Cell noncommis-
sioned officer in charge with the Rear Operation Com-
mand, on how to build a displaybox at the Self Help/
‘Woodshop on Camp Arifjan.

Iﬂnw does it benefit Camp Arifjan for people
to use Sellfl Help instead of putting work orders
in?

“The DPW hereat Camp Anfijan is staffed by a limited
number of tradesmen available to respond to work order
requests. Customers with repairs deemed by DPW to be “self
help’ projects are referred to the Self Help Center/Woodshop
to draw the tools and supplies needed to perform the repairs
The process helps relieve the workload of DPW while ensur-
ing that qualified tradesmen are available for more compli-
cated work order repairs.”

IEImv does someone participate in the Self
Help program?

“All military members, DoD dvilians, AAFES and [Amern-
can] Red Crosz personnel at Camp Anfjan and Kuwait Maval
Base are eligible to use the services of the Sel fHelp Center/
Woodshop here at Camp Anfjan”

Hours of Operation:

coin holder displays, jewelry boxes and the like All person- Self Help Center

nel desaning to use the woodshop must attend a [mandatory] Tues-Sun, Pam -8p.m

DPW woodshop/safety orientation, conducted every Wednes- Mon, CLOSED El

day, Friday and Sunday from [4 p.m -5:20 p.m.]. Thereis no Woodshop Wed-Thurs, 9am -8 pm 5

pre-registration, just show up. Once they have completed the Fri-Sun, 9am-6pm =

orientation, they are certified to use the woodshop ” Muon-Tues, CLOSED E
September 20, 2006 Desert Woice | 3
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Fulling a line from the back of a flatbed truck, a Soldier with the 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment paci-
pates intield training. The unit practiced corvoy movements, polished their driving skills and practiced loading the
vehicles they will be using for the next year

|| H:M]©[K< {t [K@©W@[rm 2/17th Field Artillery Regiment reports for duty, as
o the 1/77th Field A rtillery Regiment heads hame

STIyaNa Phote oy '-'i"]:'f?lj.mu'll hiaul .
Spc. Debrah Robertson It is important to prepare their
Desart Voice Staff Wiiter replacements for any situation

they may encounter, he said
Preparing for their redeployment backto  Like the 1-77th, the 2-17th
the United Sates, the st Battalion, 77th  will be mowving equipment into
Field Adillery Regiment, trained their and out of Irag. Trainingis vital
replacements, the 2nd Battalion, 17thField to accomplishing the mission
Artillery R.egment, to pick up wherethey  safely
left off, moving USARCENT equipment “When you go (o rag),
and sugplies to [rag. you want to know you'll do
“We were here for 11 months” smd Sgt.  your best. You want to know
I st Class Max Holder wath the 1-77th. “We the mission 15 going to be
moved everyttung from M-1 Tankstoany  cormpleted,” said Sgt. LaRuth
kind of sustainment push. You never know  Moss, of the 2-17th

A Soldier with the 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artl-
e lery Regiment, prepares a chain on the back of
Soldiers with the 2nd Battalion, 17th Feld Artlliery Regiment, guide a truck's flatbed to tie down a HMMWA during a
a Light Armored Tactical Vehicle onto the flatbed of a truck during a lield exercise preparing the unit for its convays
training exercise soon after armving to Kuw ait through Irag

L | Campllnfjan

Desert Voice September 20, 2006
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Ramadan-Islam’s Holy Month

Respecting our host nation’s culture

Chuck Sprague What Ehis means to you
Army Materiel Command PAD 17
’ Dnn’tdxlﬂa ut,ﬂimgnm or smoke pnh].ﬁ: during daylight hours.
Eﬂmﬂ&n,“a'mamh of blessings,” 15 an + U.S. Canps areex -however, jo canps, such as KNB and the
muc religious period and one of the five SPOD, are not i

milars of fith marked by prayer, fasting
and charity celebrated by morethan a
kallion Muslims, snd wall-start this year on
Sept. 23, depending upon the full moon
aghting.

Miulttary, Department of Defense and other
avilian workers should remember thal we

are guests in Kuvaitand must show respect. |

and courtesy toward Isfam and be familiar
with the religious traditions and practices
associated wath Ramadin

Ramadan slarts the nanth month of the
IShnuc calendar, winch 158 16mar calendar
based on the phases ofthe moon, rather
than the solar Gregonan calendar followed
by most we stern culture. The day ends
ab sunset instead of midnight Therefore,
Ramadan occurs aboul 11 days earier in
the calenidar year than the year befire

It15 celebrated as the month that Allah
(Arabic for God)began the revelation for
the Crur"an to the Prophet Muhammad,
through the Angel Gabnel.

Faithful followers of ldam atude by
a stnct regimen of Bsting from sundse
10 sunset, no food, smoke or donkding,
(including water) and no marital refations
during the day

Mogt restaurants are closed dunng the
fisting period, and open for business after
sunieet. All Coalition Forces and civilians
off-post and within the Arab community,
should refrain fom eating, chewing gum,
drinking or smoking in public during
caylight hours in respect of Islam: This
inchedes vehicles, shops and other public
areas Falure to do so could levy a fine or
even jail ime

Pleaze be considerate of followers of
Islam who are on Camp Anfjan staff,
contractors and third country nationals
working on post. Refrain from eating,

. thmmhdﬁaiﬁhyl{maﬁlﬁ:hh Anyone can call the

anthorities.

+  Government offices are usually open for business from 1030 lﬂﬂduﬂw

Ramadan

-
.
-
.
L ".

the fasting period. When you are off post,
dress conservatively during Ramadan
Tight-fitting clothing should be avoided and
ams and legs should be covered for both
men and womern

Try to stay offthe roads between Sp.m
and 6 p.m to reduce exposure to hazardous
driving conditions, as readents who may
be dehydrated, hungry and going through
tohacco vathdrawal are trying to get home
for prayers, breaking of the fsl, and family
gathenngs All roads become congested just
before dusk

Thelast ten nights of Rarmadan are the
most important in religious terms. For
many Muslims, the 27th night 15 considered

Meetings probahly won't occur during the day, but may run into the night.
Dmumwgmwme offered anything to drink- don't ask!

mﬂl&m

self-control As the body craves foodand
drink, it rerminds the heart that the body
and zoul mst be nounished vath religions
devotion. Fasting requirements may be
waived by the authonties for the sick or
aged

It is-an annual act of deansing of the
body and soul, according to Mona Hajjaj,
cultural a ffairs office of the 1.5, Embassy,
Kuwait. Most followers of the fith begin
fasting and participation in Ramadan
actwities dunng afdolescence

Chanty and good deeds are practiced in
Islam:, but dunng Ramadan, generosity and
gratitude have special significance.

The Festival of Eid al-Fitr (festival of

Mititary, Department of Defense and other civilian
workers should remember that we are guests in
Kuwait and must show respect and courtesy toward
Isiam and be familiiar with the religious traditions

and practices associated with Ramadan.

to bethe holiest night of the year.

Throughout the last ten days of Ramadan,

Muslims merease ther devotional practices.
Why do they fast? The fast serves many

:hnkmg nrsnnlnngm f:mt uflhem :tuung purposes in [slam. In Islamic tradition,

...army.mil/.../20sep desert voice.htm

« the Muslim fast 13 consistent with other

- prophets menlioned inthe Qur'an, such as
Jezus. It reminds the devout the premise of

breaking the fast) begins at the end of the
Ramadan penod on Oct. 23, or onthe first
sighting of themoon. Muslimsfind great
joy in Eid al-Fitr, but many will agree

that the joy of breating the month-long
fast is secondary to other feelings, such as
thankfulness, remembrance, achuevement
and peace.
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Sgt. Thomas L. Day
Desert Voice Staff Writer

Roadside bombs, 130-plus degree
heat, a faceless enemy who is rarely
disinguishable from pedestrians —asthe
challenges in Iraq and Afghaniztan have
accumulated, the Ammy has reacted Enter
the Rapid Equipping Force, a task force
with eleven teams in Irag, Afghanisian
and with the 1.5, Army Central in
Kuwait, positioned to quickly respond to
commanders’ needs

For four years, the REF has acted like
amachine, receiving ohservations from
Soldiers returning from batile and quickly
packaging equipment to respond to those
comments. Out of this process have come
gear, weapons and battle tools that can

Battery-operated fan

DesertVoice September 20, 2006
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Inside the

team that

is changing the Army

sometimes test the bounds of imagination
The ARCENTREF chiefis Lt Col
Harold & Kandes, himselfan [mgwar
veteran Kandes i in place to respond
to Soldiers’ requests wathout wasting
amoment on needless paperwork. To
date, the REF has equipped “more than
200" pieces of equipment into the Img
and A fghandstan theaters, cycling “90-
05 percent” ofthe equipment into the
permanent Amny Materiel Command
arsenal, according to Kandis
Where cycling a new piece of equipment
into use once took two to three years, “We

Lt. Col.

Air circulates
through

systen

try to do this in 90 days orless,” Kandes
said

Knowing patrols were constantly having
to enter buildings, homes and caves
without knowang what's inside, the REF
supplied units with cameras mounted on
wheels and hand-held glider planes (“no
heawier than a pound and a half)” zaid
Kandis), able to transrmt real-time images
firom the ground overhead of a target.

With Iragi insurgents hiding roadside
bombsin piles of roadside trash, the
FEF equipped units wath debris blowers,
taken from the srlar machines usedin

Body Ventilation System

Harold A. Kandis

¥Yest is less than five pounds
and fits underneath body armor

Pron Mrarehor oy gt ToomasL. Cwy
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el 2 e
Handheld tr:
Afghanistaq :

¥

-

Can digitally transia :
phrases from English

%

T‘i_: i - 1* I-; I
AL 3
r...'.l_'.'.'!J"l |

Ay

Pnto povided By Fan Hag, REF Putibe Affairs Ofioer

MASCAR. races, with the capability of that is right at the forefront of anadaptive  REF leamsalso follow the new
blowingat 210 miles per hour. The debris  culture, a change agent, for our army,” said equipment once units begin to use the
blower's sirength, acconding to Kandis, is Lt Gen JamesJ Lovelace, the deputy materiel in the field That's when the

enough 1o blow large rocks off the road. chief of staff for Army operations determination of whether or not the
Patrols coming under attack froma “REF hasa role inthe Army for a long equipment will become a permanent part
smiper can now deiect the sniper’slocalion  time ]don’t see its mission ending " of the Ammy’s arsenal 15 made

within three meters as soon as the first
shot is fired, Kandes said, with the REF's [, equipment development
HMMWV-mounted radar-deteciion system. [ o o UL IE

With a limited number of Arabic- technicians like Al Qualls (pictured),

R L L ER Rl S E AL LI [T graduate students and Soldiers
hand-held device thal can translate basic | retumning from the battiefield.

phrases aulamatically, tuming a Soldier’s
ingttuction into a friendly Arabic voice

The REF was created by (now retired)
Gen Jack Keane, the Army wice chiefof
staff duning the 1ubal stages of the war 1n
A fghanistan

In response to lessons leamed from the
initial monthe of Cperations Endunng
Freedom, Keane ordered the creation ofa
task force to meet what he sensed would be
the major threats of the Afghanistan —and
later lraq — theaters.

Four years later, the Pentagon has
expanded the program well beyond ) i
Keane's onginal scope “This is 3 umt U5 Arm y plolo by Spo. Claocda K. Ballavd

September 20, 2006 Desert Yoice

— | Eamp Arifjan
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soy @d Flob by
Spc. Debrah Robertson
Desent oice Staff Witer

Although they are so far from ther
home of Ozzk, Mo, Shelva ad Elva
Combs have each other to lean on

Ingpired by their Bather’s World War
1 tour, the two brothers fallowed aut,
and joined the Missouri MNationad Guard
together Mowv. 20, 1974, remembenng the
patriohsm their father, Emest Combs, had
instlled in them

The brothers joined the rlitary with
four of their frends as ther semor yesr
of lugh school wound down

“But we were the only two who stayed
beyond ouwr tmtial enlistment,” sad
Sgt 1st Class Elva Combs, an atrcraft
mecham ¢ wath the 1107th Asnaton
Classification Repar Actiwity Depot, a
unitunder USARCENT that 15 helping
deployed urts with damaged awrcraft

With the encouragement of each other
and their father, the brothers have
reenlisted in the Guard many himes

Third Army Desert Voice

“Our father received a Purple Heart
and Bronze Star in WWII, and he lost
his only brother in the war,” said Elva
Comhbs

Despite has loss, their father
encourages them in their military
careers, sad Sgt. 1st Class Shelva
Combs, also an arcraft mechanic wath
the 1107th. “He said he'd be here with
usif he could”

Having family & home to support

Together, the two brothers
have served in the military for
a combined 64 years.

them and each other helps the brothers

get through their deployment in Irag.
“It makes things easier,” sad Shelva

Combs about having his fraternal twan

in Irag with lum “It makes you feel

a lot more at ease mowing you have

farmily close.”

BROTHERS TN ARMS

‘Sqt. 1t Class Shelva Combs and Sgt. 1st Class Elva Combs, both aircraft Mechanica Wit e
11107th Aviation Classilication Repair Activity Depot are repairing 3 plece of equipment. The broth-
‘ers travel throughout the theater repairing helicopters for urits assigned to USARCENT.

NCOs make serving in Iraq an AVCRAD family affair

“Working together, it’s like we have
[extrasensory perception],” said Elva
Combs, “I know what he’s thinking and
he knows what I'm thinking

“We finush things twice as fast as
other people working together because
we kmow what the other one 15 going to
do next.”

When not deployed, the brothers work
fullhme for the Missoun AVCRAD
together as civil service technicians and
are now deployed as arcraft mechames
and sheet metal specialigts rebuilding
arframes

Together, the two brothers have
served in the military for 2 combined
64 years

“ Although we [each] have enough
timein [service] to retire, we'll stay”
said Shelva Combs. “The Guard has
been good to me, 1t's theleast [ could
do”

“1"11 stay in until they kick me out,”
laughed Elva Combs

DeseriVoice September 20, 2006
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Sﬂﬁbﬂﬂs groundwork improves warriors’ readiness

Story and P hoto by

Petty Officer 12 Class Palmer Pinckney Il
NMCB Five Public Affairs Office

!Ser\rmememhm’s stationed in the Middle East in support
of the Global War on Terrorism must respond instantly to
any alert situation. In wartime, muilitary personnel respond
according to training without any hesitation

On Camp Anfjan, Kuwat, the Seabees of Maval Mobile
Construchion Battalion Five are part of the forces that keep
watch and stand ready to go 1n harms way at a moments
call.

Lifein the camp calls for walking most everywhere 1n
extreme temperatires. Paved road and sidewalks are scarce
in most parts of the camp

This 15 particularly true in Zone 6, where rocks and sand
cover 98 percent of the traveled roads and paths, making
walking a chore

The Seabees of WMCE Five, known by their command
nickname “The Professionals,” decided to improve
wamors' readiness and quality of life by mstalling AM-2
matting around several living quarters.

The matting consists of steel rectangles coated wath
an epoxy nonskid matenial They are assembled in a
brickwork pattern to form rinways, tamiways, parking and
other areas. In this case AM-2 matting formed sidewalks
for military men and women to walk on

Aceording to Navy physical therapist Lt Commander
Frank Pearson of Expeditionary Medical Facility Kuwait,
“40 percent of the ankle and foot injunies here are caused
by military personnel walking or running on uneven
ground.”

“The majority of these injunes can be attnbuted to
people traversing loose rocks and sand used as pavements
in the camp,” said Pearson.

Army medics on Anfan stated that over two hundred
military personnel are seen in the physical therapy
chinic each month, many of whom suffer from injunes
cansed by the uneven grounds

1,700 pieces of AM-2 matting over an area of more than
2,600 square meters

Each mat weighs 20 pounds and attaches tongue and
groove to adjacent preces. The attached joint 15 locked
into place with a metal sleeve addibon.

prevalent in the camp

NMCE Five
consctructionman Christopher
Filla worked start to finish on
the project and said, “We were

The Seabees placed over 1,700
pieces of AM-2 matting
over an area of more than
2,600 squaremeters.

Owver 4,000 sand bags were filled
and placed on each joint to provide
reinforcement, ensunng the walkway
remains intact

Coordination and expertise for this

bombarded by several Soldiers,
airmen and Mannes telling us ‘thank you’, and many
expressed how this simple addition to the camp would
improve morale and readiness ™

Fila and 1§ other Seabees completed the work 1n
10 days. Working during the might hours to avoird the
intense daylight temperatures, the Seabees placed over

project was provided by Navy Petty
Officers 2nd Class Leroy Schnathorst and John Dawis.
“For our wamors, this1s a great addition to the
camp, and we are pleased that the Seabees provided the
materials and expertise for this job and hope thatit can
be done 1n other parts too,” sard Army Capt Mathew
Krause, who lives in Zone 6.

...army.mil/.../20sep desert voice.htm
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Story and Photo by

Spc. Chris Jones
Desant Volce Assistant Editor

m&ﬂer Basic Tramng,
itz been nothing but combat
traning.” sad Pvt 1st Class
Michael Simine, who has
been in the Army alittle
more than one year. “So I'm
ready.”

Simrine 15 on hus first
deployment but knows
plenty about beingin the
desert. Anative of Tuscon,
Ariz, Simrine noticed as soon
as he amived in Kuwat, “it's
just like home, wathless
cacius”

Sirrine’s urut, the 4th Corps
Matenal Management
Center, recently deployed
from Fort Hood, Texas

Eefore boarding an fur
Force C-130 awrcraft in early
September, heading to LSA
Anacondain Balad, Irag,
the unit spent time & Camp
Buehnng for some final
tramng From mnprovised
exploave device traimng to
convoy live fire, the Soldiers
honed ther combat salls

Cnce raning 15 complete,
units forward deploy either
by ground or sr Part of
the USARCENT mussion in
support of the warfighters
15 gethng thern i and out
of Iran and Afgharstan
= quickly and safely as
possible.

For troops flying into Irag,

Members of the 386th
Alr Expeditionany Wing,
an Air Force unit based
in Kuwait, seenin the
front deck of a C-130
alrcraft above [raq, as
they transport Soldiers to
Balad, Irag.

Third Army Desert Voice

MMC Seoldiers “reacly” fer
Irae mission, a lift from 886™ AEW

the 386th Aw Expeditionary “Bnnging them home obviously Va, has heen deployed to
Wing, statoned in Kuwat, feels better than talang them the Middle East for 30 ofthe

1 USARCENT s pnmeary &y over, of course but ot’s goodto  last 46 months, during eight
link Butthe nussions arenever know that when we takethem,  deployments.

the same, sad Mg, Jonathan at least they are safer than by Durng this time, he has flown

Watson, a pilot attached the ground.” to many nationsin the Central
336th For flight crews of the 386th,  Command area of operanons,
Talang flightsinstead of no two rssions are exactly including Palastan, Afghanistan

ground convoys Ira, Jordan,

15 a faster and Qatar, Urated Arab

generally safer g llbialbldeniof iinvichestli nowing Love jie RS
roule to Iraq, and igettinglthenelalio Bfasteryand| wmm Kiweit Saudi

for Amny Staff Sgt areerlal hewsy o & poseld Arabia, Ciman,
Chris Haney, “It's —=FF Dyibout, Jordan
abig burden of = Sy Sl %m and Turkey

my chest knowang “We fly pretty
we're getting there much anywhere,
alot faster, and my anytime,” he sad
Soldiers are more out of the way the same. Aside from sending But the pnmary mission

of aposable ambush” troops to Irag and bringing them remains this: Irag and back

Haney, who 15 on hus third home, the unt drops off cargo “Flying them in feels good”
deployment to the Middle East  around the theater of operations, sad Watson, “butit dso

sad, “the important thing 15just  transports detainees and remunds you to keep on your

to get there and get on wath your sometimes evacuates wounded  toes

rsson.” Soldiers from combat, sad “We can and do get shot &t as
“It's ammuch safer way to Watson well, and you realize that vou

get them over [to Iraq] than “If you can fit it in the back hasre 50 ta 70 folks counting on

them talang a big convoy [ofthe arerafl],” sad Watson,  you and your crew to get them

across,” sad Air Foree 1stLt  “we've camied it”™ there safely, so you keep your

Varun Purcht, flight nangator Watson, anative of Sperryville, eyes peeled for threats ™

= | soutineast Asia

DesertVoice September 20, 2008
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BLOGGING: it’s a
question of security

Armny Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker recently announced
that “we must doa better job™ at operational security - “OPSEC™
in military parlance. Some Soldiers continue to post sensitive
information on the Intemet and espeaally on thearr Web logs or online
dianes, like photos depicting weapon system vulnerabilities and
tactics, techniques and procedures,

“Such OPSEC violations needlesdy place lives at nisk and degrade
the ¢ffectiveness of our operations,” said Schoomaker. He promised
that amendments to Anny regulations would be arculated soon and
that officers would have access to new training materials on the issue.

The Army iz still trying to come to grips with this communication
medium. The service didn’l have policies regulating e-mail and
Internel usage when it first became accessible to Soldiers, and it
doesn’t have polides specifically tailored to blogging, =aid Lt. Col.
Pamela L. Hart, a spokeswoman for the Army’s Personnel and Human
Resources division.

Existing regulations address operational security and government
computer usage isaes, but blogging raises issues less black and
white than divulging convey routes or unit capabilities, The Defense
Departiment and the Army both put the responsbility of setting and
enforcing mies for blogging on unit and post commanders, said
Capt. Chriz Kans, a spokesman for U8, Central Command, which
oversees operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Each commander’s polices must be in line with Pentagon polices,
and “a commander can be more resmctive but not less restri ctive,”
Eams said. Defense Department regulations say Soldiers cannot
run Web sites that contain material “offensve in nature,” including
pornography or links to hate groups,

However, some bloggers are calling on the Pentagon to come up
with regulations speafically addressing blogging. “T would like to
set the Pentagon come up with miles for blogging,” said Matt of
Bladkfive, a notorious military blogger. “That would make it easer
for military people lo know what is OF and what 1snot OF.”

Pvt. Eric Hill
160th Signal Brigade
Supply/Armorer

Hill works hard to get supplies cut o
Soldiers 5o that they can complete their
AESION s

Talks about what he misses
about his hometown,
Freeport, NY

T think for me [I milss] school athletie
events, There i so much suppon for
the school teams that we are one of the
toughest in any sport o bear."

Third Army Desert Voice

What doe you do on camp o make
lime go by faster?

] go to the gym and sweat it
out.”

Sgt. 121 Class Anthony Willams
50131 Transportation Batialion
Transportalion NCO
Savannah, Ga,

“I try to stay invelved in
training classes like Kick-
boxing, abs and buns
classes."

Spc. Shannon D. Cook
J35th Signal Company
S1 Clerk

Mewpord News, Va.

“Stay busy at work and help-
Im nﬂ'ﬂil :

John McK night
w 160th Signal Brigade
Personnel Assistant
- El Paso, Texas

“1 go to the MWR center and
lounge on the couch and
listen to my iPod."”

Alr Force Staff Sgl. Cyclly Thomas
Defense Logistic Agency
Information Technelogy Support
Boviie, Md.

“Checkout DVDs, books and
workout.”

Sgl. 151 Class Daniel Kang
Third Army

Chaplain NCOIC

Rocklin, Calif,
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Supversion £ ;E.S;Jiannga directed
Aqainst the U. 3. f"rrmv

Report any Suspicious Activity or Persons to the
Counterespionage Office

Commercial: 389-3273 or
DSN: 430-3286/3273

POOD Dy B, VB0 VUGN E 2 BT Palic ATBS ORcH

ON TARGET...

Sgt. 1st Class Edward Sanchez fires hisweapon recently at a stationary target at range ten at Camp Buehring,
Kuwait. Sanchez, the Brigade Logistics Non-commissioned Officer-in-Charge arrived with the 2nd Brigade Com-

bat Team "Commancdos "
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