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A Free Press - A

Foundation of Democracy
One of the cornerstones of a democratic
society is a free press that serves the
public by encouraging the exchange of
ideas and ensuring that public figures -
politicians, business leaders, teachers,
clerics, and other community leaders -
are responsible and accountable to the
people they serve. Only by carefully and
objectively examining its successes and
mistakes can a society continually
improve itself. A free press is critical to
such examination.

A free press imposes heavy burdens of
responsibility on journalists. They must
continually seek out, verify, and report the
truth no matter how painful or uncomfort-
able it may be. Journalists cannot
engage in or report rumors, conjecture, or
speculation, and must clearly distinguish
between opinion and fact. They can and
should analyze the facts and draw con-
clusions based upon logical analysis, but
must clearly identify any assumptions or
bias in that process.

For a free press to thrive, independent
media outlets, both print and broadcast,
must exist, dedicated to finding and
reporting the truth. This independence
can be gained by having sources of fund-
ing that are not controlied or influenced
by any single group, party, and individual
and by having visionary publishers and
editors for whom truth is the guiding bea-
con.

Naturally, in a free society, any organiza-
tion may sponsor a media outlet. These
information channels serve to inform the
sponsor's members of the group's activi-
ties and views on various matters, and
may attempt to convince others of their
point of view. While they serve a useful
purpose, readers, viewers, and listeners
must understand that these information
sources have a definite perspective. For
example, a publication from an ultra-con-
servative political party is likely to support
very conservative activities and view-
points, and will give less attention to more
liberal opinions. This dialogue has value
as long as the public understands the
perspective of the publisher and the
sponsor.

We are encouraged by the breadth,
depth, and dynamism of the media in
Iragi Kurdistan. A solid foundation has
been laid here for a truly free press.
Journalists should never feel, however,
that they have achieved their ultimate
objective of truly unbiased reporting of
the truth. Continue to strive for that
goal...and every day you will be a step
closer to institutionalizing the democratic
fundamental of a free press.

By LTC Harry J. Schute, Jr.

October 7. 2003

A Journey to A New Life

By CPT Brian Goldstein

While conducting routine vil-
lage assessments, a US
Army Civil Affairs Team visit-
ed the village of Kalati in the
Bijeel sub district of Agrah.
During a meeting with the
village leadership, the team
was introduced to a 9-year-
old child that was deaf and
mute.

The child had never
received any special educa-
tion and was only able to
communicate through
obscure hand signals. Due
to the high cost of special
education, the child's family
had been unable to enroll
him in any programs.

Another deaf mute child in
the village was also unable
to receive special care. All

the residents of the village
are poor farmers.

While they were working on
projects to improve the
water distribution system
and the health clinic in
Kalati, the team inquired
about educational opportu-
nities for these two children.
Working with the Director of
Social Services in Dohuk,
they soon arranged for the
children to receive free edu-
cation and boarding at the
Dohuk School for the Deaf.

On the 15th of September,
these two children enrolled
in their new school and
began a journey to open
new opportunities and pos-
sibilities that they and their
parents had only dreamed
of before.




page 2

The Sun

Using Their Skills to Serve Their Community

By CPT Andrew Manca

When the US Army needed uniforms for the Iraqi
Facility Protection Security Force (FPSF), the
Civil Affairs soldiers in Dohuk knew just who to
turn to. "We had seen the fine work that these
ladies could do, and this seemed like the perfect
opportunity to help them bring in some income to
support their families while at the same time pro-
viding us with
the high quali-
ty uniforms we
required  for

the FPSF,"
stated SGT
Scott

Maiocchi, a
member of the
Civil Affairs
team which

first met with
the Kurdistan
Women's
Union in early
- May.

In a patriar-
chal society
such as Iraq's,
women's
rights are not
a topic that
often gets
much attention. The Kurdistan Women's Union
tries to bring some focus on this contentious
issue. Among the activities sponsored by the
Union are seminars and training sessions on
women's and children's health issues, counseling
for women in abusive relationships, and income
generation projects.

One of those income generation projects is the

Layla Kasem Sewing Center. Named for a
Kurdish woman who was murdered by Saddam
Hussein's regime, the Layla Kasem Sewing
Center used to employ sixteen women. But the
combination of a lack of funding and dilapidated
sewing machines forced the Center to close its
doors soon after the start of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. The women who depended on the
Center to help support their families were out of
work.

In August of this year, the US Army in Dohuk cre-
ated a jobs program for former Peshmerga fight-
ers and established the Peshmerga Transition
Office (PTO). One of the initiatives of the PTO is
the Facility Protection Security Force. If former
Peshmerga fighters were going to be used as a
security force, they were going to need a clearly
recognized uniform that would distinguish them
from military and police units.

The American soldiers remembered their visits to
the Kurdistan Women's Union and the Layla
Kasem Sewing Center. After hearing the details
of the project, the Women's Union eagerly
embraced the opportunity to put some of the
women back to work. With the help of the US
Army, the Union was able to repair seventeen of
their sewing machines and put nine women back
to work.

Mariam Saeed, the head seamstress, remarked
through a translator that the women were thrilled
to be back at work and contributing to the US
Army's efforts in northern Iraq.

In their first week back at work, the women were
able to acquire the needed fabric from a supplier
in Baghdad and put together more than sixty sets
of uniforms. The uniforms are of high quality and
other orders will likely follow soon.
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NEW IRAQI DINAR

The new Iraqi Dinar will be released on October 15th 2003.
To avoid long lines, open a bank account today.




Canada - A Dynamic Society

By Major James Bullion

In the last issue of the Sun, we
discussed the United States
Constitution. This issue will focus
on the constitution of Canada,
which evolved out of the British
parliamentary system. It is espe-
cially interesting because it was
modified in 1982 to accommodate
changes in Canadian society, in
particular the desire of the

French-speaking population of the.

Province of Quebec (PQ) and the
Native people of the North for
recognition.

For years, Canada was strained
by a strong separatist movement
in Quebec which at times
approached violence and which
actually came close so succeed-
ing. As for the Native populations,
they have been
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act of the British parliament.
Unlike the U.K., Canada was to be
a federal state, so the BNA Act
outlined the division of powers
between the provincial govern-
ments and federal government.

Canada has a two-house legisla-
ture, a House of Commons, and a
Senate (together called
Parliament). = Members of the
House of Commons are elected in
districts by population. Senators
were appointed by the Governor
General, the Queen's representa-
tive in Canada; they are now
appointed by the Prime Minister.
Laws passed by Parliament must
be signed by the Governor-
General, the Queen's representa-
tive, in order to become law, but,
as in the UK where the Queen
must sign, this is a mere formality.
Federal responsibilities include
central banking and monetary pol-
icy, defense, foreign relations,
trade and criminal law. These
areas were considered essential
in order to create an economic

and even stronger decentralized
interpretations.

In 1982, the Constitution was
repatriated to Canada, and the
BNA Act was supplemented and
changed by the Canadian
Constitution Act. This meant that
Canada no longer had to apply to
the British Parliament for approval
of amendments.

The Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, the centerpiece of the
repatriated Constitution, specifi-
cally guarantees a series of rights,
including the fundamental free-
doms of conscience, religion,
thought, and expression, and
assembly and association. It also
lists democratic rights such as the
rights to vote and to hold regular
elections, and the right to live any-
where in Canada. It enshrines
equality before the law for all
Canadians and confirms the sta-
tus of English and French as the
official languages of Canada.

without unreasonable delay of the
specific offence; b) to be tried
within a reasonable time; ¢) not to
be compelled to be a witness in
proceedings against that person
in respect of the offence; d) to be
presumed innocent until proven
guilty according to law in a fair and
public hearing by an independent
and impatrtial tribunal; e) not to be
denied reasonable bail without
just cause;

f) except in the case of an offence
under military law tried before a
military tribunal, to the benefit of
trial by jury where the maximum
punishment for the offence is
imprisonment for five years or a
more severe punishment;
Everyone has the right not to be
subjected to any cruel and unusu-
al treatment or punishment.

In our next article, we will examine
how the French-speaking minority
and the native peoples have been
accomodated in this dynamic
Canadian constitution.
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A Sporting Opportunity for Aqrah
b

By CPT Brian Goldstein

Sports, particularly soccer, are
important to the many residents of
the city and district Agrah. The
freedom to participate in sporting
events, and for teams from across
the Dohuk governate to compete
with each other are important
signs of the return to normalcy to
this region.

Prior to and during the war, various
U.S. military units used Freedom
Park, a local picnic park in Agrah,
as their home. The Agrah Sports
Stadium adjacent to the compound
was used by U.S. forces as well.
The soccer field was used for train-
ing, rehearsals, and as a landing
zone for helicopters. The two
areas were sealed off from public
use during this time.

As soon as possible after the war
was over, the Civil Affairs team in
Agrah and the Mayor of Agrah
District Shaykh Jaffar Mustafa
reopened the Sports Stadium. As
soon as it reopened, many people
began using it again. Soccer
games were held regularly, chil-
dren were playing there, and peo-
ple were enjoying themselves.
The stadium was in poor condition
before the war, however, and had
fallen into greater disrepair while

Opinion Polls

Grant signing at Agrah Mayors Office.

(seated L to R : Mazin Mohammed Said-Baradarash Sub-District Mayor, Hawre Faraj-USAID/OTI Contractor, CPT

Brian Goldstein)

being used by U.S forces due to
lack of maintenance.

The Civil Affairs team proposed to
renovate the stadium and to re-
supply the athletic department.
The U.S Agency for International
Development (USAID) Office of
Transition Initiatives (OTI), liked
the idea and provided a grant to
the Athletic Directorate of Agrah.
The grant includes complete repair
of the stadium (lighting, fencing,
soccer field, bleachers, etc), and

supplies for the various sports
organizations that use the stadium
(soccer teams, leagues, basketball
teams, chess groups, etc).
USAID/OTI has already procured
the supplies and delivered them to
the stadium, and has signed a con-
tract with a local contractor to do
the renovation work.

Soon Agrah will have a stadium
and sports center it can truly be
proud of.

Results of Recent Opinion Polls conducted by Gallup and Zogby, the most respected survey firms in the world.:

Gallup surveyed 1,178 Baghdad residents in late August and early September, and Zogby polled 598 residents
of Basra, Mosul, Kirkuk, and al-Ramadi. Here are their results:

Yes No
Was the ousting of Saddam Hussein worth the hardships
you have suffered since the Coalition intervention? 62% 30%
Is the CPA doing a good job? 37% 13%
Is CPA doing a better job now than 2 months ago? 50% 14%
Will Iraq be better off in five years? Baghdadis 67% 8%
Others 69% 20%
How long should Coalition Forces stay in Irag?
Leave within six months? 32%
Remain two or more years? 25%
Positive Negative
What is your opinion of the Iragi Governing Council? Baghdadis 61% 13%
What is your opinion of the United States? Baghdadis 44% 29%
Should Iraq have an Islamic Regime or a government that allows Islamic Other
Citizens to practice their own religion?
Overall 33% 67%
Sunnis 62% 38%
Shi'as 27% 73%




Emergency Help from Kosovo

By CPT Andrew Manca

Dohuk would seem to be an odd place to run into two Kosovar Albanian
doctors. But that's exactly what would happen if you walked into the
Dohuk Emergency Hospital last week. Doctors Jeton Vorfi and Victor
Prendi have come to Iraq at the request of a friend to work for the

Coalition Provisional Authority as emergaricy medical trainers. They
come to Dohuk after teaching several classes in Baghdad and Mosul.
Their time in Mosul was short but tumultuous, and the doctors couldn't
have been happier to come to Dohuk. The night before they arrived in
Dohuk, the hotel in which they were staying in Mosul was hit by a mor-
tar attack. Their relief was evident as they entered a spacious apart-
ment on the grounds of the Dohuk Emergency Hospital, where six for-
mer Peshmerga fighters provided them with added security.

Jeton and Victor's journey to Iraq began several years ago in their
hometown in southwestern Kosovo near the Albanian border. The two
doctors, who work together at the Emergency Hospital in Jackova,
Kosovo, were selected for a residency program sponsored by Johns
Hopkins University. As part of their residency, Jeton and Victor spent
time in Pristina, Kosovo and Baltimore, Maryland. Through this pro-
gram Jeton and Victor met an American doctor named Jon. Besides
being a doctor, Jon also happened to be a Major in the United States
Army. Afew months ago Jeton and Victor received a request from Jon
to come to Iraq to help educate Iraqi medical personnel on pre-hospital
emergency medical care.

When Doctor Abdullah Saeed Abduliah, the Dohuk Director of Health,
received the news that this course would be offered in Dohuk, he grate-
fully accepted. He quickly produced a list of fifty doctors and nurses

who were interested in attending the training. He also arranged to pro-
vide food and housing for Jeton and Victor for the duration of their stay
in Dohuk.

The Kosovar Albanian doctors have been very happy in Dohuk.

—.—— Besides the obvious relief at being in a friend-
ly city, they both stated that they have been
~ veryimpressed by the medical personnel who
~ are attending their class here.  They
- remarked that the high quality of participation
- from those attending the class has made this
N : very satisfying experience. Doctor M.M.
_ Rashid, a surgeon at the Azadi Hospital in
¢ Dohuk, pointed out that pre-hospital emer-
gency medical training .is greatly needed in
. Irag and courses such as this one are vital to
improving the healthcare for the Iraqi people.
Jeton and Victor expressed an interest in
returning to Dohuk in the near future to con-
duct a class on advanced trauma, and then
possibly returning a third time to conduct an advanced life support
class.
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