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vy Bllzzard freezes Samarra

Photo by Spc Benjamin R. K|bbey
A young boy looks around the corner
of a wall as a member of A
Company,1st Battalion, 8th Infantry
Regiment provides security during a
patrol in Samarra, Iraq, Dec. 16, as
part Operation Ivy Blizzard.

Story by Spc. Benjamin Kibbey

CAMPBRASSFIELD-MORA,
SAMARRA, Irag—Arrivingwith
Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicles
and sticksof C-4 explosive,
American soldiersbegan knocking
down the doorsof suspected
insurgentsthroughout Samarra
during the early morning hoursof
Dec 17.

The objective of the operation,
known aslvy Blizzard, wasto root
out terroristsand elementswith
loyatiesto theformer regime,
ddiver thecity intothehandsof the
Iragi Civil Defense Corpsand local
police, andleaveitinthe control of
theloca governing council. The
operation netted morethan 70
Suspects.

Packed into the back of their

Bradleyswithroomtodolittle
morethan bregthe, the soldiers of
198 Battalion, 8" Infantry Regiment
rolled into the city ready to pour
out the hatchesand facethe
unknown.

“Weexpect to get fired at every
timewegointhecity,” said Capt.
Matthew Cunningham, A Company
commander who hailsfrom East
Lansing, Mich.

Thesoldiersontheground
werefocused, and kept their minds
on the needs of the moment when
they wereout inthe streets.

“I'mjusttryingtokeepinmy
mind what my jobisintheteam
and making suremy * battle-
buddies aredoing fineaswell,”
said Pfc. ElliotAllan Souza, a
--BLIZZARD continued on page 5

Battalion MPs lead police reform in city

Story by Spc. Jason Phillips

us, they didn’t get tired

SAMARRA, Irag—Soldiersof the 720" Military
Police Battalion and Samarrapolice officerscon-
ducted their first joint patrols Dec. 19, in Samarra,
Irag, acity that hasbeen the site of violent opposition
to codlitionforcessinceMay.

During the patrols, MPsand local policewalked
through the heart of Samarra, down crowded streets
littered with trash and through marketsfull of shop
ownersand customersnear the city’slarge downtown
mosque. It'sthe same sitewhere 720" MPsand 4™
Infantry Divison soldiersfought afiercebattlewith
hostileforcesNov. 30.

“1 think the patrolswent really well,” said Capt.
Jennifer Knight, commander of 401% Military Police
Company who accompanied oneof thejoint patrols.
“Thelocal policedidn’t complain about going out with

and they stayed with us
thewholetime.”

The 720" was
tasked by Mgj. Gen.
Ray Odierno, com-
mander of 4" Infantry
Division, torebuildand
reformthelocal police
forcein Samarra
followingtheNov. 30
battle, said L t. Cal.
David Pairier, 720"

Photo by Spc. Jason Phillips
Cpl. Robert Pearson of the

commander. 401st Military Police
“It was apparent Company leads two Iragi
that therewasno policemen on a joint patrol in

downtown Samarra, Iraq.

effective policeorgani-
PO 9 --MP continued on page 5
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Operatlon Magnolia blooms in Iraq

Photo by Spc. Bronwyn M. Meyer
Sgt. Tanya White, 223rd Engineer
Battalion combat medic, holds a
young girl with a teddy bear Dec. 23
as part of Operation Magnolia.

Story by Spc. Bronwyn M. Meyer

JUDAY DAH, Irag—A seemingly
empty, rundown neighborhood
sprang tolifeaschildrenranfrom
thesmall housestomeet aU.S.
convoy parkedinthedirt road.
Sensing something special, boys
and girlsrushed around the
Humveespacked with stuffed

animalsandtreats. No oneleft
empty handed.

While severa large combat
operationsin northern Iraq have
garnered headlines|ately, Opera-
tionMagnoliaisaninitiaivefrom
the 223 Engineer Battalionand
229" Engineer Company to bring
school supplies, clothes, hygiene
itemsand toysto needy children.

TheArmy National Guard units,

fromMississppi andWisconsin
respectively, haveworked with
family membersand organizations
of their homegtatesto bringin
1,000 boxes of suppliesthat are
now being deliveredtolocal Iraq;
children, said Staff Sgt. Timothy
Plunk, a223“intelligencesection
sergeant from Clarksdale, Miss.

Thefive-month effort began
whenthe engineer unitswere
gned to rebuild schoals.

“We reached back to the

National Guard familiesand asked
for donations,” said Plunk.

Those back at home acted and
flooded the unitswith boxes.

Mississippi residents posted ads
intheir newspaper asking for
donations, said Staff Sgt. Sheryl
Autrey, a223" reconnaissance
sergeant from West Point, Miss.

“Whatever you give (thelraqi
children) they want it becausethey
don’t haveit,” shesaid. “Wewant
them to know that we are hereto
hel p them, not hurt them.”

Therapid pace of donations has
alowed theengineer unitsto
expandtheir efforts.

Reaching out to the children
through toysand needed supplies,
the Guardsmen hopethey will have
afutureeffect.

“Thechildren of Irag arewhat
will changethiscountry,” Plunk
sad.

Desert News Staff: TF PAO--Lt. Col. Bill
MacDonald, DPAO--Maj. Josslyn Aberle,
Editor--Staff Sgt. David Bennett, PAO Sgt.
Maj.--Master Sgt. Robert Cargie, Layout--
Spc. Melissa Walther, Contributors: Staff
Sgt. David Bennett, Sgt. Troy Chatwin,
Spc. Benjamin Kibbey, Spc. Bronwyn
Meyer, Spc. Samuel Soza

Contact PAO at DMAIN for comments,
questions or contributions--534-9808
or 41D_PAO@id4.army.smil.mil or
tfironhorsepao2@yahoo.com

Soldiers with a SIPRnet connection and
valid user ID and log-on can access the
Ironhorse Desert News.

Most SIPRnet computers have the 4" 1D
splash-page set as their homepage. From
there, soldiers can select the digital
dashboard link.

After entering their user-name and
password, soldiers are presented with
different section selections.

Click on the link, “Division Staff” and
then “PAQO".

From there, a heading labeled “News-
paper” will appear. By right clicking the link
and opening the link in a new window,
soldiers can read the latest edition.
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City council weighs city’s future

Story by Spc. Bronwyn Meyer &
Sgt. Troy Chatwin

SAMARRA, Irag—"“Whenisthe
money coming?’ aneager Iraqi
councilman repeatedly asked an
Army captainwho wasaddressing
the Samarracity council meeting
Dec. 9.

Sinceforming, the new council
isasking tough questionsand trying
tofind solutionsto problemsthat
plagueitscity.

Theregularly scheduled meet-
ingsareadrastic differencefrom
four monthsago when therewas
littlegovernmenta control.

Seeing theneed for Iragisto
governiragis, Codlitionforces
hel ped form acity council to
represent the people of Samarra. It wasno easy feat
for U.S. troopsto present acouncil that was accept-
abletothelragi citizens.

“Oneof our biggest difficultieswashow wewould
formacity council that wasevenremotely legitimate,”
said Sgt. 1% Class Steve Butler, 418" Civil Affairs
Battalion Direct Support Detachment.

Needing local support, the Coalition approached
the 10 Samarradelegatesfromthe SalahAd Din
governing council for help.

Delegates each recommended five peoplefor the
city council and thenthe Coalition interviewed people
based on affiliations, experience, and background,
sadBuitler.

Tofully represent the people of Samarra, Codalition
forcesaso solicited tribesintheareato help build the
city council.

“Weformed the city council around thetribal
representation of thecity,” said Butler. “Wewere
primarily concerned with the seven mgjor tribesand
wewanted toincludetheminthecity council because
they wield quiteabit of influence.”

After agreat deal of planning, it wasdecided that
therewould be 27 memberson the city council,
including seventribal sheiks. Theboard soincludes
bus nessmen, teachers, engineers, schoal officidsand

3
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Photo by Sgt. Troy Chatwin
Col. Frederick Rudesheim (seated), commander of the U.S. forces in the

city of Samarra, outlines the plan for the city council to lead their city out
from under military rule and restore authority to Samarrans, Dec. 20.

policeofficers.

“What we wanted to do wasform acity council
that would be capable of not only identifyingissuesbut
figuring out solutionswithin theframework of the
government,” said Butler.

Thecity council, chosen by thelraqgi delegation,
has quickly grown independent, according to Butler.

“Therewill beanumber of disagreementsamong
the peopleon thecity council becausethey don't all
sharethesameview,” hesaid. “If arguingisn’t good
government, | don’t know what is.”

Codlitionforcesinthe Samarraareahave been
dealing with the problemsof thecity for many months.
Council memberseventualy want to replace Codlition
forcesso Iragisaregoverning Iragis.

“Thecity council isavery eager group of individu-
as” Butler said. “ They are experienced. They come
from different walksof lifeand what they arevery
concerned about istaking initiative, and taking control
of their Stuation.”

Seeking independence
Over the past two weeksthe Coalition forceslaid
segeto Samarraduring Operation Ivy Blizzard.
Dozensof peoplewere detained as suspected anti-
--COUNCIL continued on page 4
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Coditionforcesand former regimeelements. Asareas
werecleared, authority was handed over to thelraqi
Civil Defense Corpsand thelraqgi Police. Nobody
cameor |eft without the city authorities permission.

The 300,000 or so peoplelivinginthecity of
Samarraare now becoming accustomed to seeing
Bradley Infantry Fighting VVehicles parked at mgjor
intersectionsand Humveesracing along sideroads.

During thefirst city council meeting held sincethe
Coadlitionforcesmoved into Samarra, the council
learned what it will taketo makethecity sdlf-ruling.

From theideol ogical need to choose sides, to the
need for local mento volunteer for thelragi Civil
Defense Corpsand thelragi Police, the common
thread running through thefabric that isthecity’ sfuture
isparticipation by thelocal citizens, according to
Caditionofficids.

“Thereisatimefor choosingwhich sideyou are
participating on,” said Col. Frederick Rudesheim, the
commander of 3 Brigade Combat Team, which
overseesthecity of Samarra.

Hard choicesrequired

Coadlition leaders have determined that for the
Iragisto embraceanew way of life, someyoung men
of Samarraneed to volunteer for positionsinthe
ICDC and aslocal policeofficers. Rudesheim called
onthecity council to get volunteersfromthelocal

December 29, 2003
tribes.

“Thefalsechoiceisto chooseIragisor choosethe
Coditionforces. The(real) choiceissimple—choose
anew Iragover anlragliketheold regime,” said
Rudesheim.

Althoughthecall for support seemssimpleonthe
surface, the social ripplesspread far through the
community.

How such anideaisaccepted dependsgreatly on
how it ispresented by thelocal leaders, said
Rudesheim, who challengesthe council to sell theidea
to the people of Samarra.

Many of theyoung menwho aredligiblefor these
careersarecurrently jobless. Morethan 70 percent of
theyoung men from 18-to-35 yearsoldinthecity of
about 300,000 residentsare unemployed, said Falah
Al-Nakib, the deputy governor for the SdlahAdDin
Province.

To spur change, the colonel ackowledged that the
city’seconomy mustimprove. That isthereasonthe
Coadlition hasinvested almost $200,000in loca
contractsto upgradethe city’sinfastructure and public
services. At somepoint, city residentswill takeup the
chdlenge.

“Wetalked about Samarraitself and thefuture of
Samarra,” saidAl-Nakib. “Now the people of Sa
marrahaveto think about their futureand their city.”

Withtheplanlaid out infront of the city council,
Rudesheim has high hopesfor thecommunity.

AR e T——
Photo by Spc. Benjamin R. Kibbey

Sgt. Reggie Martinez, a team leader with A Company, 1st Battalion, 8th
Infantry Regiment, leads his team in Samarra, Iraq, Dec. 16. The new

B “We had to conduct asignificant
o4 military operationtorid thecity of
elementsthat would drag thecity
back totheformer regime,” hesaid.
“l amasoldier, but | know not
every solutionisamilitary solution.”

Thesmple plan, supported by
thepresident of the council andlocal
leaders, was summarized for anyone
not clear about how thecity will
work under the new council.

“Of all thecities| havecomein
contact with, Samarraistheone
with the most promiseand most
potentid,” said Rudesheim. “We
need the honest, peace-loving Iragis
to comeforward and say enoughis

enough.”

Samarra city council is attempting to gain control of their government.
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rifleman with 3¢ Platoon, and
Gardnerville, Nev. native, of his
mindset during themissions.

“1 just came hereto do my
job,” said Pfc. Arturo Franco, a
riflemanwith 3 Platoon and Long
Beach, Cdif. native.

Thefirst night onthejob, A
Company began netting bad guys.

“InA Company alone, we had
18 targets. In the span of about
four hours, we picked up six out of
our 18targets—high-va uetargets
mogtly: planners, mostly financers,
backersfor al the attacksthat have
been happening in Samarraand the
outlyingareas,” said 2™ Lt. Adam
Dykstra, anativeof Plainfield, I1.
who leads 3" Platoon.

“Some of (theraids) were dead

ends, but some of them were pretty
good leads,” hesaid. “We caught
six out of the 18, and | think our
platoon aonecaught, possibly,
three—three out of thesix. So, it
wasagood night for third platoon.”

Those captures can berolled
over intomoreintelligence, improv-
ingtheinformation availablefor the
next raid, said Dykstra.

“We have people back at our
(forward operating base) who
handlethat and try to get some
moreinformation out of them,” he
sad. “Usudly, they’ll roll over
pretty quickly ontheir buddiesif
you just show themalittlebit of
freedom. They’ll roll over on
anybody. They'll roll over ontheir
mother if they could for money.”

With every mission 1% Battalion
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undertakes, there arelessonsthat
thesoldierstry totakewith them
onthenext mission.

“Likeanything, you get better
over time, andit’sinteresting to
watch theguysthat arejust coming
over here” said Dykdtra. “I’m sure
they’ll pick up the same stuff we' ve
picked up, but every raid wetry to
pick up something new, and wetry
torehearse, and there'still stuff
that goeswrong, | guaranteethat.”

He acknowledged that the thing
to dowhenthingsgowrongisto
continueuntil thegod ismet.

“It'scombat, thingsare guaran-
teed to go wrong, but we over-
come,” Dykstrasaid. “That’sour
biggest thing, no matter what goes
wrong, westill find away to
accomplishthemission.”

--MP continued from page 1

zationin Samarra,” said Poirier. “ Therewasno police
chief, noleadership, no rapport between Iragi police
and American troopsinthecity, and therewasno
expertisewithin American forcesto effect positive
changeinthe Samarrapoliceforce.”

The 720" MP Battalion, which hasled successful
reform effortswiththe Tikrit and Salah Ad Din provin-
cid policeforces, hasaready madesignificant
progresswiththelocal policein Samarra, said Poirier.

“Weare ableto effect change so quickly because,
asmilitary police, weunderstand what policingisall
about,” hesaid. “Weunderstand how critical itisto
build rapport with thosewework with and how
important itisto identify and encourage strong leader-
shipwithinthepoliceranks.”

Iragi police officers can also relate better aslaw
enforcement officerswith MPsthanwith other U.S.
soldiers, said Poirier.

“Dozensof Iragi policeofficerstold meinthefirst
week weworked with them that they noticeadiffer-
ence between working with usand other soldiers,”
said Poirier. “They tell methat we can rel ate better to
their type of work, that we understand the compl exi-
tiesof policework better, and that we better identify
their needsand hel p them set theright goalsso they

Desert News

can be successful.”

TheMPsareleading policereformin many ways,
said Knight. They are overseeing therebuilding and
refurbishing of seven policegtationsinthecity, aswell
asworking with 4™ Infantry Division engineersto
provide adequate defensivefortificationsfor these
buildings. They areproviding new vehicles, radios,
uniforms, and weapons, such as Glock 19 handguns,
tothelocal policeofficers. They aretraining Iraq
policemenin classroom lecturesand at weapons
ranges, and they areleading them onjoint patrols
through Samarra, shesaid.

“Our main goal isto get them out onto the street
actively policingtheir city,” said Knight. “ They are
excited about the new equipment they arereceiving,
and we' reworking hard to get them motivated to go
out into thecity ontheir ownwithout us.”

Poirier said he hopesto seethelocal policein
Samarramake dramatic progresstoward thisgoal ina
shorttime.

“We hopethat by Feb. 1, 2004, the Samarapolice
will befunctioninginsuchaway that U.S. forceswill
not berequiredto control criminal or terrorist activity
inthecity,” hesaid. “Gen. Odierno madetheright
choicewhen he selected ustolead policereformin
Samarra”

e 5




Volumel, Issue 33

December 29, 2003

Band hits right note for Christmas

Holiday show is spectacular
Story by Spc. Benjamin R. Kibbey
FORWARD
OPERATING
BASE
IRONHORSE,
TIKRIT, Iraq—
Theacting
Secretary of the
Army and
soldiersfrom
Task Force
Ironhorsetook
inthesightsand
soundsof the
4" Infantry
DivisonBand's
“Chrigmeas
Spectacular,”
ChrigmasEve.

Task Force
Ironhorse commander Mgj. Gen. Ray Odierno
opened with afew words, followed by the acting
secretary, LesBrownlee.

Odierno noted the bond of the military, and said at
thistime of theyear when soldierscan not bewith
loved onesback home, they <till havetheir military
family to sharethe holiday with.

Brownlee noted that it was* agreat honor to spend
Christmas Evewith the gang that captured the Ace of
Spades.”

The show mixed traditional Christmassongswith
popular songs, and featured an Army version of “ Twas
theNight Before Christmas.”

Theband moved through such traditional fair as
“SeighRide” “ Swinging Drummer Boy,” “And So
ThisisChristmas,” “ Joy to theWorld” and“One
HorseOpen Sleigh.”

In addition the audience wastreated to adaptations
like*You reaMean One, Sergeant Mgor” and“Cold
Man” (tothetuneof “Soul Man”), aswell aspopular
songslike* Sharp Dressed Man” (while Santastrutted
with awoman on eacharm), and“ All | Want for
ChrigmasisYou.”

i %
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Photo by Spc. Benjamin R. Kibbey

Spc. Brad Perkins of Rochester, N.Y.,
plays in the 4th Infantry Division Band's
Holiday Spectacular at Forward
Operating Base Ironhorse, Dec. 24.

Merry Tuba Christmasto you
Story by Spc. Samuel A. Soza

FORWARD OPERATING BASE IRONHORSE,
TIKRIT, Iraqg—What do tubas haveto dowith
Chrigmas?

Everything, for eight musiciansfromthe 4™ Infantry
Division Band. They held aChristmas concert at
Forward Operating Base Ironhorse Dec. 23, honoring
thelateartist and teacher, William J. Bell.

Accordingto Spc. T.J. Kurczewski, native of
Hazleton, Pa. and atubaplayer for the4™ 1D band,
morethan 240 bandsinternationaly will performthis
year to honor Bell’ steaching of thetubato students
worldwide.

“Thisisthe 30-year anniversary,” said Kurczewski.
“It'sthefirst TubaChristmasin acombat zone.”

Beginningwith“ Adeste Fideles” and endingwith
“WeWishYouaMerry Christmas,” the 20-minute
concert also featured other classic Christmascarals,
suchas” Silent Night” and*“ JingleBells.”

Kurczewski, whosefirst Tuba Christmas concert
wasin 1996, wanted to continuethemusical tradition.

He coordinated with the Harvey Phillips Founda-
tion, Inc., anon-profit musical artsfoundation, obtain-
ing music for the concert, hesaid.

Harvey G. Phillipsorganized thefirst TubaChrist-
masin 1973.

William John Bell, whom Tuba Christmashonors,
washbornin Creston, lowa, on Christmas Day, 1902.

Photo by Sp Samuel Soza
Staff Sgt. L. C. Tolver (left), from Sylvester, Ga., and Sgt.
Jeffrey Smith, from Satellite Beach, Fla., performin the
Tuba Christmas concert at Forward Operating Base
Ironhorse Dec. 23.
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Religious
Services at FOB
Ironhorse
Sunday:
0930 --  Protestant
1100 --  Gospd
1300 --  Catholic
1800 --  PraiseandWorship
1800 -- LDS
Wedneday:
1900 --  BibleStudy
1900 --  Family HomeEvening
(LDSinCMOC)
Friday:
1230 --  Mudim
1900 --  BibleStudy (124th
Signd Batdion
palace)

Sick Call Hours
Sick call isheld every Monday
through Friday, 0800-1000 and
Saturday, 0800-1200 at theAid
Station.

The Aid Station is closed
Saturday afternoon and Sunday,
except for emergencies.

Dental appointments can be
made during sick call on
Mondays.

For emergencies, call
534-0161.

Local News
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week, Wednesday at 1000 inthe
Chapel/Movie Theater at the
Task Force Ironhorse Resort.
Briefsmust be given beforea
soldier goeson mid-term leave.
Emergency individual briefings
can be arranged through the
chaplain’soffice.
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AFRTS Radio

Armed Forces Radio and
Television Service can now be
heard on 93.3 FM, playing the

hits of yesterday and today.
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Aerobics Classes

Aerobicsclassesbeing are
offered at the Ironhorse Resort
SportsBar.

Theclasseswill take place
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays, from 0600-0730.

For moreinformation, contact
1st Lt. Richardson at 534-9865.
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Reunion/Suicide
Prevention Briefs

Briefswill now beheld oncea

KX

Sports Bar Happenings
Mondays  Country and Western
Tuedays.  Footbdl
Wednesdays. Oldiesbut Goodies
Thurdays  Variety Night
Fridays R&B
Saturdays.  LainNight
Sundays LiveFootbal

Open Sun. - Thurs.: 2000-2400
Fri.- Sat.:  2000-0100

New Year’s Eve at
Ironhorse Resort

1000: RaffleDrawingSignup
(Information Desk)
withavariety of prizes.

Spades, Dominoesand
Billiards Tournament with
prizes(sportsbar).

DJplayingvariety music

Task Forcelronhorse
“Desart Cafe’ serving
burgersand hotdogs
(sportshbar)

PrimeMover performing

Ferro Cdiente(Latin
band) performing

Random raffledrawings
begin

DJplayingvariety music

PrimeMover performing

Raffledrawingsend

1745:

1800:
1900:

2000:
2100:

2100:
2200:

2300:
2400:
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TOKY O (Reuters) - Japan added itsname on Mon-
day toalist of countriesjoiningaU.S. initiativeto cut
Irag’sdebts, saying it was prepared to write off avast
majority of what was owed aspart of aninternationa

agreement.

LOSANGELES- Duringthebiggest Christmas
weekendin history, “ TheLord of theRings: The
Return of theKing” retained itscrown at the North
American box officewith an estimated haul of $51.2

million.

Thelast filmin New Line sepictrilogy, based on
theworksof J.R.R. Tolkien and directed by Peter
Jackson, hasaccrued animpressive $223.7 millionin

12 days.

SEOQUL, (AFP) - Pyongyang and other participants
want to hold six-nationtalkson the crissover North
Korea snuclear drive at the earliest possible date next
year, asenior Chineseofficid said.
MOSCOW, (AFP) - Kazakhstan's President
Nursultan Nazarbayev has called on thefive Caspian
Seanationsto uniteinan organisation that could
compete with the powerful OPEC oil consortium.
The nations have disputed the resource-rich sea
sinceshortly after the 1991 fall of the Soviet Union.
Azerbaijan, Russiaand Kazakhstan want to
caculatein proportionto thecountries coastlines,
whilelran and Turkmenistan haveing sted that each
country get an equal 20 percent share.

sports

NFL Standings

x-Clinched playoff spot
y-Division champ
z-Clinched home field
American Football Conference
East

z-New England (14-2)

Miami (10-6)

Buffalo (6-10)

NY Jets (6-10)

North

y-Baltimore (10-6)

Cincinnati (8-8)

Pittsburgh (6-10)

Cleveland (5-11)

South

y-Indianapolis (12-4)
x-Tennessee (12-4)
Jacksonville (5-11)

Houston (5-11)

West

y-Kansas City (13-3)
x-Denver (10-6)

Oakland (4-12)

San Diego (4-12)

National Football Conference
East

z-Philadelphia (12-4)
x-Dallas (10-6)
Washington (5-11)
NY Giants (4-12)
North

y-Green Bay (10-6)
Minnesota (9-7)
Chicago (7-9)
Detroit (5-11)

South

y-Carolina (11-5)
New Orleans (8-8)
Tampa Bay (7-9)
Atlanta (5-11)

West

y-St. Louis (12-4)
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x-Seattle (10-6)
San Francisco (7-9)
Arizona (4-12)

NFL Sunday’s Games:

Atlanta 21, Jacksonville 14
Cleveland 22, Cincinnati 14
Detroit 30, St. Louis 20
Miami 23, NY Jets 21
Kansas City 31, Chicago 3
Indianapolis 20 Houston 17
Tennessee 33, Tampa Bay 13
New Orleans 13, Dallas 7
Arizona 18, Minnesota 17
Carolina 37, NY Giants 24
San Diego 21, Oakland 14
Green Bay 31, Denver 3
Baltimore 13, Pittsburgh 10
Saturday, Dec. 27

New England 31, Buffalo 0
Seattle 24, San Francisco 17
Philadelphia 31, Washington 7

NFL Playoffs
Sat. Jan. 3
Tennessee at Baltimore
Dallas at Carolina
Sun. Jan. 4

Seattle at Green Bay
Denver at Indianapolis

National Hockey League
(Team, W-L-T-OTL, Pts.)
Eastern Conference
Atlantic

Philadelphia (18-6-8-4, 48)
New Jersey (19-6-8-1, 47)
NY Islanders (17-15-2-1, 37)
NY Rangers (13-13-5-3, 34)
Pittsburgh (8-19-5-3, 24)
Northeast

Toronto (21-7-6-3, 51)
Ottawa (16-10-5-3, 40)

Boston (13-10-9-4, 39)
Montreal (16-15-4-2, 38)
Buffalo (14-18-3-1, 32)
Southeast

Atlanta (19-14-3-1, 42)
Tampa Bay (15-12-5-1, 36)
Florida (12-16-7-2, 33)
Carolina (11-14-8-2, 32)
Washington (11-21-3-1, 26)
Western Conference
Central

Detroit (22-11-4-1, 49)

St, Louis (20-8-4-1, 45)
Nashville (16-13-4-2, 38)
Chicago (8-18-7-3, 26)
Columbus (9-19-4-3, 25)
Northwest

Vancouver (19-9-6-2, 46)
Colorado (17-9-7-1, 42)

NHL Sunday’s Games:

Ottawa 5, Atlanta 2
Chicago 3, Detroit 0
Calgary 2, Edmonton 1

NBA Standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic

New Jersey (16-13)
Boston (15-15)
Philadelphia (14-15)
Miami (12-18)

New York (12-19)
Washington (8-20)
Orlando (8-23)
Central

Indiana (21-10)

New Orleans (19-11)
Detroit (17-13)
Milwaukee (15-14)
Toronto (14-14)
Chicago (9-20)
Cleveland (9-21)
Atlanta (8-24)

Western Conference
Midwest

San Antonio (21-10)
Minnesota (19-10)

Denver (18-11)

Dallas (17-12)

Utah (16-13)

Houston (16-13)

Memphis (15-15)

Pacific

LA Lakers (20-7)

Sacramento (20-8)

Golden State (14-13)

Portland (14-13)

Seattle (13-14)

LA Clippers (12-13)

Phoenix (10-20)

NBA Sunday’s Games:
Toronto 94, LA Clippers 88
Sacramento 98, Utah 89

San Antonio 89, Milwaukee 74
Cleveland 86, Portland 74
Phoenix 100, Philadelphia 92
Denver 103, Golden State 79
LA Lakers 105, Boston 82

James scores 32 of 86
CLEVELAND (AP) — LeBron James
took complete command at precisely
the right time.

Cleveland's rookie scored 32
points, including 12 in a 14-2 spurt
that closed the Cavaliers’ 86-74
victory over the Portland Trail
Blazers Sunday night.

James outscored the Trail Blazers
alone in the fourth quarter, 12-8. He
also had 10 rebounds and nine
assists, but did not know he was
near his first triple-double.

“Somebody should have told
me,” he said. “Of all the people in the
crowd, one of you should have told
me.”
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