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Staff Sgt. James Stoddard, an infantryman with the 2nd
Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, mans a
Checkpoint 3 at the Baghdad Convention Center.

Story and photos by Mark S. Rickert, 372nd Mobile
Public Affairs Detachment

Baghdad, Iraq — Even though most infantrymen feel
more at home in the field, their ability to adapt to
different situations allows them to excel in missions
other than combat.

Because of their versatility, the infantrymen of
A Company, 2nd Battalion, 204th Parachute Infantry
Regiment (Black Hearts) were assigned the task of
guarding and maintaining security at the Baghdad
Convention Center, a key facility in the “Green Zone”
coalition compound in central Baghdad.

The unit is part of Task Force 1st Armored
Division’s 2nd Brigade Combat Team.

The facility is an important meeting place for
coalition forces, foreign and Iragi dignitaries. The
Coalition Press Information Center facilitates worldwide
media conferences.

The convention center welcomes hundreds of Iraqi
civilians daily who stop by to register complaints with
coalition authorities, visit the Baghdad Business
Center, or join conferences and take classes.
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Because the convention center is so important
to Iraqg’s progress and recovery, the Soldiers guarding
the facility and processing people through the
checkpoints there must demonstrate a high level of
awareness and genuine concern for everyone there.

A recent car bomb attack at a nearby
checkpoint also brought new concerns to the Soldiers.
To offset any attacks to their checkpoints, the Soldiers
have increased security precautions.

“After the car bomb hit one of the Green Zone
gates, we heightened our awareness here at the
checkpoint,” said team leader Staff Sgt. James
Stoddard. “But that is something we always do
anyway.”

According to Stoddard, the infantrymen are
constantly beefing up their security standards and
procedures. They are constantly improving the
checkpoints and security measures, he said.

“We applied additional barriers and tightened
security for the people coming in after the car
bombing,” Stoddard said. “We're always aware of the
possibility of another car bomber.”

The Soldiers strive for efficiency and make
sure they do not become complacent, he said.

“The Soldiers fight complacency by making
frequent rotations, allowing for breaks in the day so the
Soldiers can refresh and relax and come back. If your
eyes focus for too long on one thing, you let things by,”
Stoddard said.

Capt. Wayne Pare, Company A commander,
2nd Battalion, 504th PIR, said the infantrymen are
trained to adjust to changing situations and missions.

This duty was just a matter of adapting their
training to the mission, he said.

“There is a difference between digging in and
fighting off the enemy and guarding a facility, where
vehicle-born (improvised explosive devices) and
suicide bombers are the enemy’s primary weapon,”
said Pare. “But these infantrymen are disciplined and
flexible, and they deal with conditions that they are not
used to doing. Their training enables them to adapt.”

During the combat phase of Operation Iraqi
Freedom, the success of ground troops was easily
measured by land covered and objectives taken.

However, for A Company, 2-504th PIR,
success is measured by a quiet day at the convention
center.

“We judge our success by nothing happening,”
said Pare. “And so far, we've been very successful.”
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NEWS...

Car Bomb, Rockets Explode in Baghdad
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) - A car bomb and at least 10
rockets exploded Sunday night in central Baghdad near
the area housing the headquarters of the U.S.-led
coalition, officials said. Sirens blared for several minutes,
and smoke and flames were visible. The former Iraqi
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was on fire, a witness said.
The building already was severely damaged by U.S.
bombing during the war last year. A U.S. military mess
hall sits behind the building.

14 Palestinians Killed in Gun Battles

BUREIJ REFUGEE CAMP, Gaza Strip (AP) - Israeli
troops traded heavy gunfire with Palestinians in a raid
near this refugee camp Sunday, killing 14 Palestinians in
the deadliest confrontation in Gaza in 17 months. The
raid came a day after Palestinian militants staged an
elaborate shooting and bombing assault on a Gaza
checkpoint. The military said it was looking for weapons
in the Bureij camp, but found none and made no arrests.
The raid apparently was also meant to draw out the
militants, a possible new tactic by the military ahead of a
Gaza withdrawal.

Thousands Protest, Demand Aristide Trial
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) - Thousands of Haitians
marched through downtown Port-au-Prince on Sunday,
celebrating the exile of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
and demanding he be put on trial. A pro-Aristide march
also was planned. Dozens of U.S. and French troops and
Haitian police - armed with machine guns and a tear gas
launcher - guarded the demonstration route, ready for
threatened clashes between the rival camps. The two
sides have clashed in the past, and Sunday set the stage
for renewed violence.

3 Still Missing From Baltimore Water Taxi
BALTIMORE (AP) - Police divers searched the Baltimore
harbor Sunday for the bodies of three people missing
after a water taxi capsized with 25 people aboard. A
woman was killed and two others, including an 8-year-old
girl, were critically injured. The 36-foot pontoon flipped
over near the Inner Harbor Saturday during a sudden
storm with wind gusts up to 50 mph. Water temperatures
were in the low 40s, and police did not expect to find any
more Survivors.

Thought for the day...
Possessions and power

Every man also to whom God has given wealth and
possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept
his lot and find enjoyment in his toil -- this is the gift of
God.

--Ecclesiastes 5:19
“Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, | tell
you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”

-- Luke 13:24

In Politics...

Bush, Kerry Spar Over Economy, Taxes
HOUSTON (AP) - Challenging President Bush on his home
turf Saturday, John Kerry decried a "four-year trail of
broken promises" that he said have left economic ruin and
given free rein to corporate polluters.

Not far away, Bush defended his handling of the
economy and suggested that Kerry's proposals would raise
taxes.

Kerry was broadening his populist economic
themes to challenge Bush on the environment and his
handling of conflicts abroad as the president sought to cast
himself as a world leader in a summit with Mexico's
president, Vicente Fox.

The two presidential rivals traced early outlines of a
coming economic fight that is likely to be central to the
campaign.

But it's not always serious business...

Political Humorists Needle Candidates

ASPEN, Colo. (AP) -- Some left-leaning political humorists
may be secretly hoping President Bush - whom they love to
make fun of - is re-elected, but they say plenty of
Demaocrats are good for a laugh, too.

Bush, whose tough-guy swagger and linguistic
miscues have provided plenty of fodder for comedians,
columnists and cartoonists, is the "gold standard" for the
business, "Doonesbury" cartoonist Garry Trudeau said.

"I'd be crushed if he lost," he said Saturday during
a panel discussion at the U.S. Comedy Arts Festival.

But it's not just Bush who provides good material,
panelists said.

"John Kerry is so stiff," Time magazine's White
House correspondent Matthew Cooper said during a
seminar called "Who's Funnier - the Left or the Right?"

"You sort of see him sitting at home with a
powdered wig watching C-SPAN," Cooper said. "For John
Kerry, being rebellious is having red wine with fish."

A survey by the Pew Research Center in January
found that 21 percent of Americans age 18 to 29 regularly
learn something about the presidential campaign or the
candidates from television comedy shows.

That fact apparently has not been lost on politicians
such as Arnold Schwarzenegger, who announced his
candidacy for governor on the "Tonight Show with Jay
Leno."

John Edwards announced his presidential bid on
"The Daily Show with Jon Stewart" and, most recently, the
Rev. Al Sharpton, a presidential hopeful, hosted "Saturday
Night Live."

It's not surprising that politicians are reaching out
more and more to humorists, said GOP consultant Mike
Murphy, because it's easier to face a comedian than to "sit
in the hot seat with Tim Russert."
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Today in History...

March 8, 1917: FEBRUARY REVOLUTION BEGINS

(HISTORYCHANNEL.COM) In Russia, the February Revolution (known as such because of Russia's use of the Julian
calendar) begins when riots and strikes over the scarcity of food erupt in Petrograd. One week later, centuries of czarist
rule in Russia ended with the abdication of Nicholas Il, and Russia took a dramatic step closer toward communist
revolution.

By 1917, most Russians had lost faith in the leadership ability of the czarist regime. Government corruption was
rampant, the Russian economy remained backward, and Nicholas repeatedly dissolved the Duma, the Russian parliament
established after the Revolution of 1905, when it opposed his will. However, the immediate cause of the February
Revolution--the first phase of the Russian Revolution of 1917--was Russia's disastrous involvement in World War I.
Militarily, imperial Russia was no match for industrialized Germany, and Russian casualties were greater than those
sustained by any nation in any previous war. Meanwhile, the economy was hopelessly disrupted by the costly war effort,
and moderates joined Russian radical elements in calling for the overthrow of the czar.

On March 8, 1917, demonstrators clamoring for bread took to the streets in the Russian capital of Petrograd (now
known as St. Petersburg). Supported by 90,000 men and women on strike, the protesters clashed with police but refused
to leave the streets. On March 10, the strike spread among all of Petrograd's workers, and irate mobs of workers
destroyed police stations. Several factories elected deputies to the Petrograd Soviet, or "council," of workers' committees,
following the model devised during the Revolution of 1905.

On March 11, the troops of the Petrograd army garrison were called out to quell the uprising. In some encounters,
regiments opened fire, killing demonstrators, but the protesters kept to the streets, and the troops began to waver. That
day, Nicholas again dissolved the Duma. On March 12, the revolution triumphed when regiment after regiment of the
Petrograd garrison defected to the cause of the demonstrators. The soldiers, some 150,000 men, subsequently formed
committees that elected deputies to the Petrograd Soviet.

The imperial government was forced to resign, and the Duma formed a provisional government that peacefully
vied with the Petrograd Soviet for control of the revolution. On March 14, the Petrograd Soviet issued "Order No. 1," which
instructed Russian soldiers and sailors to obey only those orders that did not conflict with the directives of the Soviet. The
next day, March 15, Czar Nicholas Il abdicated the throne in favor of his brother Michael, whose refusal of the crown
brought an end to the czarist autocracy.

The new provincial government, tolerated by the Petrograd Soviet, hoped to salvage the Russian war effort while
ending the food shortage and many other domestic crises. It would prove a daunting task. Meanwhile, Vladimir Lenin,
leader of the Bolshevik revolutionary party, left his exile in Switzerland and crossed German enemy lines to return home
and take control of the Russian Revolution.

New reenlistment incentives offered

The Army is offering incentive bonuses for
Soldiers who choose to reenlist into selected
units.

Initial and Mid-Career Soldiers, regardless of
their projected date of leaving the Army, in a
balanced or shortage MOS's, who are otherwise
gualified for reenlistment may request an
assignment to these units regardless of the 12-
month reenlistment window.

If his or her request is approved, the Soldier
will be authorized reenlistment bonuses under
“Option E5, CONUS Station-of-Choice
Reenlistment Option.”

The Army is looking for Soldiers to re-up for:

The 3rd Infantry Division, based at Forts
Stewart and Benning, Ga., with a report date of
June 30, 2004;

The 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment at
Fort Polk, La., With a reporting date of Sept. 30,
2004.
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